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CHAP li 

Gil Slas, Mng difgftfted bt the imguiea-itie! of 
the aSreJis, quits the fervice.of Arfenia, am 
gets into a more creditabte famify. 

A REMNANT of honour and reli- 
gion, which I did not ' fail to pre- 
fcrve amidft fuch corruption of mo- 
rals, made me refolve not only to Iea« 
Arfenia, but alfo to break off all corref- 
pondence with Laura, whom, however, X 
Could not help loving, though I was feh- 
fible of her flagrant mfidelity. Happy is 
he who can thus profit by thofe moments 
Vol. II. B of 
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of refleftion that interrupt the pleafures 
which, ingrofs his attention ! Early one 
morning, I bundled up my clothes, and with- 
out clearing wirh Arfenia, who was, indeed, 
little or nothing in my debt, or taking leave 
of mydear J-^aura, I quitted the houfe w here 
I had breathed nothing but the air of debau- 
chery 1 and I had no fooner performed fuch a 
good aftion, than heaven rewarded me for it, 
by throwing me in the way. of the fteward of 
Don Matthias my late mailer. Having faluted 
him, he knew mc, and flopped to enquire if I 
was in any fcrvice : to which I anfwered, that 
1 had been about a minute or two out of 
place: for that, after having lived about a 
month with Arienia, whofe behaviour 1 did 
not like, I had left her of my own accord, in 
order to preferve my innocf nee. The fteward, 
as if he had been fcrupuloufly religious, ap- 
proved of my delicacy, and told me, that iince 
I was a young man of fuch honour, he would 
make it his buiinefs to letde me in an advan- 
tageous place. He performed his promife, 
and that very day introduced me into the 
fervice of Don Vincent de .Guzman, whofe 
manager was one of his acquaintance. 

I could not have got into a better family, 
and therefore had no caufc to be difpleafwl 
with my fituation in the fequel, Don Vin- 
cent was a very rich old nobleman, who had 
lived many years without lajr-fuit or wife ; the 
phyficians having deprived him of his fpoufe, 
by endeavouring to free herof a cough, which 
Ihe 
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(he might have preferved much longer had 
ibe abftained from their prefcriptions. Inflead 
of marrying again, he had applied himfclf 
wholly to the education of Aurora, his only 
daughter, who was then going in her fix and 
twentieth year, and juftly pafled for an ac- 
cpmplilhed young lady, for with an nncom- 
■ mon - flure of beauty, (he had an excellent 
genius pcrfeftly well cultivated. Her father, 
though he was no conjurer, poflefled the hap- 
py talent of managing his affairs to the belt 
advaocagc; but had one fault, which, how- 
ever, is pardonable in old men. He delight- 
cd in taking, and above all things, of war 
and bloodlhed. If any body was lo unfortu- 
nate as to touch that ftring in his prefence, he 
initantly fet the trumpet to his mouth ; and 
the hearers were very happy if they got off 
for the relation of two fieges and three battles. 
As he hadfpent two thirds of his life in the 
army, his memory was an inexhauftible fource 
of difierent aftions, which were not always 
liftened to with the fame applaufe which h= felt 
in recounting them. Belides, he ilammered 
in his Qieech, andwas very prolix, which ren- 
dered his manner of relating very difagrec- 
able. Otherwife I never knew a nobleman 
of 3 better charafter. He had a great deal 
of equanimity, and was neither palTionate nor 
■whimfical: acircumftance, which I admired 
very much in a man of quality. Though he 
was a good oeconomift, he kept an honour- 
B 2 able 
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able houfe, his domcftics coniifting of fcvi^ai 
fbotmen, and three women who waited on 
Aurora. I foon perceived that the fteward of 
Don Matthias had procuml a good poft; for 
me, and bent all mj^ endeavours to maintain 
myfelf in it : for this purpofc I began by re- 
connoitering the ground ; that is, ftudyinc the 
different humours of every body in the fami-- 
ly ; then, regulating my Condud by the ob- 
fervations I made, it was not long before 1 
acquired the good will of my maftcr, and all 
his fervants. 
When I had been about a month in Don 
■ Vincent's famiity, 1 thought I perceived that 
his daughter diftinguifhcd rac from all the reft 
of the valets in the houfe. Always, when hci* 
eyes were fixed upon me, I remarked a fort 
of complaifance in her countenance, which I 
could not obferve when ihe looked at my lirl-' 
lows. Had I ilot lived among bcaus and 
players, it would never have ccHne into my 
head to imagine that Aurora could think of 
me ■, but I was a good deal fpoikd among 
thefc gentlemen, ii*o are feldom extremely 
delicate in their fentiments of the moft vir- 
tuous ladies. " If (laid I to myfelf) we may 
believe thofe ftage players, they are fometimea 
benefitted by the whims to which women of 
quality are nibjeS:. And how do I know 
tliat my miftreH is free from ' fuch caprice f 
No! (added I) I cannot believe it. She is 
not one of thofe Mcflalinas, who, belying the 
pride 
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pride of their birth, humble their affections 
lb unworthily, even to the duft, and diJho- 
nour themfetvcs without blufhing. But ra- 
ther, one of thofe virttHjus, though tender, 
young ladies, who, fatisfied with the bounds 
prefcribed by honour to their inclinations, 
make.no fcraple of inipiring as well as of en- 
tertaining a delicate paiTion, which yields 
amufement without danger." 

Thele were my fenciments of my mlftrelsi 
tho' I did not know precifely how to interpret 
her behaviour. In the mean time, as often 
as the. faw me, fhe did not fail to fmile and 
exprels joy in her countenance! fo that,' with- 
out paffing for a fo<J, any man might hare 
been enfnarcd by flich fair appeiu*ances : I 
therefore could refift them no longer; but 
concluded, that Aurora was ftrongty capti- 
vated with my merit; and looked upon my- 
felf as one of thofe happy domeftics whole 
fervitude is Iwectened by love That I might 
appear in fome meafure lefs unworthy of the 
favour which my good fortune had procured 
for me, I began to take more care of my per- 
fon than I had ever done before : I fpent all 
the money X had in linen, eflences, and po- 
maeums : the tirft thing I did of a morning 
was to drefs and perfume myfelf, that I might 
not appear in difliabille before my miftrds; 
and with this attention to my exteriors, and 
other airs I affumed, in order to pleafe, I flat- 
tered myfelf that my happinefs was not far 
off. 

B 3 ' Among^ 
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Among Aurora's women there was one 
called Ortiz, an old gentlewoman who had 
lived more than twenty years in die family, 
and nurfed Don Vincent's daughter, whom 
fhe ftili lerved in quality of a duenna^ though 
flie no longer performed the difagreeable part ■ 
of that function i but, on the contrary, in- 
ftead of difcovering, as formerly, the ■ atStions 
of Aurora, her fole bufinefs now was to con-r 
ceal them. One evening, Dame Ortiz, having 
found an opportunity of fpcaking to me with- 
out being overheard,' told me fortly, that if I 
was wile and difcreet, I would be in the gar- 
den at midnight, where I Ihould be informed 
of things which I ihould not be forry'to hear. 
I anfwered, fqueezing the duenna's hand, that 
I would, not fail to be there; and we parted 
immediately, for fearof being furprifed. Hea- 
vens ! Iiow did the time hang on my hands, 
from that inftant to fupper (which in our fa- 
mily was always over in good time) and from 
tlience to my mafter's going to bed ! Every 
thing feemed to drag on with extraordinary 
flownefs, and to crown my chagrin, when 
Don Vincent retired to his bed-chamber, in- 
Head of going to relt, he began to fight over 
again all his campaigns in Portugal, with 
which ^he had fo often ftunned me before. 
But one thing which he had never done hi- 
tlierto, and referved for this evening was to 
tell me the names of all the officers who had 
diitinguifhed themfelves inhistime^ and even 
o recount their exploits. What did I fufier 
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In hearing him to an end! He left off fpeak- 
ing, however, at laft, and got into bed. Up- 
on which I went into the little clofct where I 
llept, from thence there was a palTage, by a 
pair of back ftairs, into the garden, and an- 
ointed my wholebody with eflencc; 1 then put 
on a clean (hirt ftrongly perfumed, and hav- 
ing neglefted nothing which I thought might 
flatter the paflion of my miftrefs, went dirett- 
lytothe place of aflignation. 

Not finding Ortiz there, I concluded that, 
tired with waiting for me, ihe had returned to 
her apartment, and that tlie happy minute was 
paft. I blamed Don Vincent tor it, and as I 
wascurfing his campaigns, heard it ftrikc ten. 
This made me believe that the clock went 
wrong, for I was perfuaded that it was at \cn£t 
an hour paft midnight; but I was fo happily 
miftaken, that a good quarter of an hour af- 
ter this, I heard another clock ftrike ten ^ain. 
. '* Very well (faid I to myfelf) I have but 
t#o whole hours to dance attendance, and 
they ftiall have.no caxife to complain of my 
punctuality. What muft we do till twelve ? 
Let us take a turn in the garden, and conftder 
the part I am to play, which is a pretty new 
one to me, who am but a novice in the whims 
of women of quality. I know well enougb 
how to behave with, abigails and adtreHes; 
thefc you accoft with a familiar air, and come 
to the point without ceremony j but we muft 
go another way to work with l^iies of faftiion .• 
the gallant, I imagine, muft Ik polite, com- 
B 4 plaifant, 
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plarfant, tender, and refpeiflful, though not 
timorous : inftead of endeavouring lo ballen 
his own happinefs, by the violence of hia 
tranfports, he ought to lie in wait for the mo- 
ment of frailty," 

Thefe were my reflexions, and this the con- 
dud I propofed to obferve with Aurora ; re- 
prefentii^ to myfelf, that in a litde time, I 
mould have the pleafure of feeing myfelf at 
her feet, and of faying a thoufand pdTionate 
things to that amiable objeA, I even recol- 
leiSted all the paffages of our theatrical pieces, 
which might be of fervice to me, and do me 
honour during our interview ; and by a feaibn- 
able application of ihefe, I hoped (after the. 
eiample of fome players whom I knew) to 
pafs for a wit, though I could only boaft of a 
memory. Abforbed in thefe refleftions, which 
wnufed my impatience more agreeably than 
the military ftories of my matter, I heard the 
clock ftrilce eleven i upon which I plunged 
again into my reverie, fometimes walking, 
and fometimes fittingin an harbour at the farther 
end of the garden. The long expefled hour 
of twelve at jaft fliruck, and in a few minutes, 
Ortiz, as pundualj-thoug-h- Tefs impatient than 
I, appeared, " Signor Gil Bias ({aid fhe, 
accofting me) how long have you been here ?'' 
I replied two hours. *' In good footh (faid 
ihe, laughing) you arc very exadt, it is a plea- 
lure to make an afTignation with yoxi. True, 
indeed (continued Pix, with a fcrious air) you 
cannot pay too dear for the happy tidings I 
1 have 
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have to tell you. My miftrefs wants to have 
fome private convcrfation with you. I will fay • 
no more. The reft is a fecret you muft learn 
from her own mouth. Follow me, and I will 
conduct you into her apartment." So faying, 
the duenna rook me by the hand, and letl me, 
in a myfterious manner, through a little door, 
of which fhc had the key, into the chamber of 
her miftrels. 

CHAP. ir. 

The reciption that GtlBlas ^et with from Juraroi, 
and the converfatian tbatpaffed bttweeu than.. 

I Saluted Aurora, whom I found indifha- 
bille, in the moft refpedVful Aianner, and 
with the beft grace I cdutd put on -, and ftie re- 
ceived me with a fmilin^ aici forced me to fit 
down by her, and badlier ambafladrefs retire 
imo another room. After this prelude, with 
which I was not ill pleafed, flie addrcfled her- 
fclf to me in thefe words: " Gi! Bias, yoij: 
muft have perceived that I look upon you in 
a favourable light, and diftingulm you from 
the reft of my father's fervants; and even,, 
though you may not have oblerved by my 
looks that I have a regard for you, the ftpp- 
I have taken this night, will leave you no room, 
to doubt it." 

I gave her no time to proceed, but' bcKev- 

mg that I ought, as a polite gentleman, to. 

ipare.her modefty the pain of a more formal 

explanation, I ftarted up m a tran^wrr, and; 

B, 5. throwing 
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throwing myfcif at her feet, like a ftagc hero, 
who falls on ^is knees before his princefs, cri- 
ed in a theatrical tone, *' Ah, madam ! can it 
be ijoffiblc that Gil Bias, hitherto the foot-ball 
of fortune, and outcaft of nature, is fo hap- 
py as to have inlpired you with feniiments— i'* 
" Don't fpeak To loud (faid my miftrcfs, 
laughing) ycu will awaken my women, who 
are afleep in the next room. Get up, take 
your feat again, and hear me to an end, with- 
out interrupting me. Yes, Gil Bias (conti- 
nued flie, refuming her gravity) I am your 
well-wiflier; and as a proof of my efteem, 
will impart to you a fecret, onijvhich the re- 
pole of my life depends : I am in love with a 
young gentleman of beauty, fortune, and il- 
luftrious birth : his naipe is Don Lewis Pa- 
, checo J and although I have feen him feveral. 
times in the Frado, and at public fhows, I have 
never fpoke to.him, am even ignorant of his 
charafter, and dont know but he may be a 
perfon of bad morals. This is what I want to 
DC informed of j and having occafion for a man 
to enquire carefully about his reputation, and 
bring me a faithful account of it, I make 
choice of you, and believe I run no rifle, by 
entrufting you with this commiQion, in which 
iTiope you will acquit yourfeif with fo much 
difcrction and addrefs, that I (hall never re- 
pent of having made you my confidant." 

Here my miftrefs left off fpeaking, in or- 

^er to know what anfwer I would makej and 

. T, though at iirit difconcerted at being fo .dif- 

i^rceabty 
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agreebly undeceived, quickly recollefted my- 
{elt\ and furmounting the fhame, which is al- 
ways the concomitant of unfucceisful raJhne(s» 
exprefled fo much zeal for the lady's intcrefts, 
and devoted myfclf with fo much ardour to 
her fervice, that, though Ihe misht ftill con- 
tinue to think that I had foohffaly flattered 
myfelf with having made an impreflion on her 
heart, ihe faw very well that I knew how to 
make amends for my folly. I aflced but two, 
days to bring her an account of Don Lewis i 
after which Dame Ortiz, being called in by 
her millrefs, conduded me back into the gar- 
den, and left me there, after having (aid, ' 
'* Good night, Gil Bias, I know your punc- 
tuality fo well, that I need not reccommend 
it to you to be early at the next afljgnation," 
I returned to my chamber, not without 
fome vexation to find my expedations baulk- 
ed : neverthelefs, I was wife enough to refleft, 
that it became me better to be tne confidant 
tfian the lover of my miftrefs. I confidered 
too, that this might turn out to my advan- 
tage, as the meffengers of love are, ufually, 
well paid for their trouble ; and I went to bed^ 
in a full refolution to perform what Aurora 
defired. With this view, T went abroad r;ext 
day, and found no difficulty in learning the 
place of abode of fuch a noted cavalier as Don 
Lewis. 1 enquired into his charafter in the 
neighbourhood ; but thofe to whom I applied 
could not fully fatisfy my curiofity. This 
made me repeat my enquiries the following 
B 6 day 
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- day, when I was morr fucccfsful. Meeting 
by accident, in the ftreet^ a young man pf my 
acquaintance, we ftopped to chat a little, and, 
that very inftant a friend of Kis happening to 
pafs, made up to us, and told his comrade,. 
that he had been juft turned away by Don Pa- 
checo, the father of Don Lewis, on fufpicion 
of having drank a calk of wine belonging to 
his mafter. I did not lofe fuch a fair oppor- 
tunity of being informed of every thing t 
wanted to know, and fucceeded fo well by the 
qiieftions I afked, that I went home very well 
iatisficd that 1 was able to keep my word with 
my miftrefs. I was to fee her again the next 
night, at the fame hour and in tne fame nun^ 
neras atfirftj but 1 did not fuffer lb much, 
difquiet that night, and far from Iwarlng the 
converfation of my old mafter witlnmpatience,, 
I introduced the fubjedts of his campaigns, 
waited for twelve with the utmoft tranquil- 
lity, and it was not until I had heard the 
hour repealed by fcvcrai clocks, that I went 
down into die garden, vpid of eflence,, and 
perfumes,, refolved, for the future to retrench, 
ihat extravagance. 

I found the moft trufty duenna at the ren- 
dejivons, and fhe upbraided me in a fatirical 
manner for having abated in my diligence.. 
I made no anfwer, but let her conduft me in- 
to the apartment of Aurora, who, as foon as. 
I appeared, afked if I had got good intelli- 
gence of Don Lewis? — ''Yes,. Madam (faid 
I) and you fcall hear it in two words,. In the 
firft 
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£rft place I inuft tell you, ifaat he will let out 
very foon, oq his return to Salamanca, in or- 
der to finifh his ftudies. He is a young cava- 
lier of honour and probity, and, being a gen? 
tlem^n and CafHlian, his course is not to be 
doubted; l>e has, beddes, a great deal of wit, 
and his behaviour is very agreeable: but that 
which, perhaps, you will Icaft like in him, ia 
a difpofition,. too much a-kin to that of moft- 
of our young noblemen, extremely rakifli^ 
You muft know that, young as be is, he has 
already had two ad.reffes in keeping." — *' Is. 
itpofCble! (cried Aurora) heavens ! what mo- 
rals ! But are you certain, Gil Bias, that he 
leads fuch a licentious life^" — " Oh! I don'-t 
at all dot^t it, madam (I replied I was in- 
formed by a valet, who was turned out of his 
• fcrvice this morning: and fervants are conj- 
monly very finccre, when they talk of their 
mafter's faults: befides, he keeps company 
with Don Akxo Segiar, Don Antonio CenteU 
Jes, and Don Femand dc Gambuaj and that 
alone, is a fufficieni demonftration of his U- 
bertinifm." — " Enough, Gil Bias (faid my 
miElrei's, lighingj) on the credit of your re- 
port, I wiii combat my unworthy 'paffion,, 
which, though it has already taken deep rout 
in my heart, I. don't defpair to overcome. Go; 
(added fhe, giving me a little purfe well rc- 
plcnillied) there is foraething for your troublej 
beware of lifclofmg my fecrei, and remember 
that I depend upon your filence." 

I affuced; 
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I aflured my miftrds, that ftie might make 
herfclf perfedtlycafy on that fcore, for I was 
the Harpocrates • of tnifty valets. After this 
affurance, I withdrew, very impatient to know 
the contents of the piirfe, in which I found 
twenty piftoles. This made me believe that 
Aurora would have certainly given me more, 
had I brought her agreeable tidings, fince fhe 
paid me fo handfomely for fuch a mortifying 
piece of news : and I repented that I had not 
imitated the lawyers, who fometimes put a 
glofs upon the, truth, in the practice w their 
profeflion : I was forry for havmg nipped in the 
bud an intrigue, the confequence of which 
might have been very advantageous to me-, 
-however, I had the confolation to fee myfelf 
indemnified for my unfeafonable expence in 
elTences and perfumes. 

CHAP. III. 

The great change thai happetiid in the famify of 
Dm Vincent^ and the ftrange refoktion with 
which love injpired the fair Aurora. 

SOON after this adventure. Signer Don 
Vincent happened to fall fick ; and though 
he had not been in fuch an advanced age^ the 
fymptoms of his difeafe were fo violent, that 
we had reafon to fear a fatal iflue. When he 
was firft feized, two of the moft famous phy- 
ficians of Madrid were font for. One of mem 
was 
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"was called Do£tor Andros, and the other Doc- 
tor Oquetos, who having examined thepatioit 
with great attention, were of opinion, that the 
humours of his body were in a ftate of fcr- 
tnentation: but in nothing elfe could they 
agree. — '^ We muft make hafte (faJd An- 
dros) and pUi^ off the humours, though 
they be crude, while they continue in this vio- ' 
lent agitation of Bux and reBux, left they 
fettle upon fome noble part." — Oquetos, on 
the contrary, maintained, that they ought K> 
wait for the concoftion of the humours, be- 
fore they Ihould employ a cathartic. — "" But 
yoxir method (refumed the firft) is diret^ly 
oppofite to that of the prince of medicine: 
Hippocrates orders cathartics in the very firft 
days of the moft ardent fever, and fays, in 
exprefs terms, that we muft be ready to purge, 
when the humours are in theorgaim; that is 
to fay, in a ftate of fermentation."-:—" Oh ! 
there you are, miftaken- (replied Oquetos) 
Hippocrales, by the word orgafm, does not 
underftand the fermentation, but the concoc- 
tion of the humours." 

Upon this, the doftors grew pallionate: 
one repeated the Greek text, and quoted all 
thofe authors who had explained it in his 
way i the other, relying on a Latin tranfla- 
tion, pronounced it m a tone ftill more vo- 
ciferous. Which of them was in the right? 
Don Vincent was not the man to decide that 
queftion ; but, feeing hitnleif obliged to choofe, 
beftowed his confidence on bim who had dif- . 
patched 
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patched the greatelt number of patients; I 
mean the e)d5t of the two. Andros, there, 
fore, who was the yotingcr, withdrew, not 
without darting ibme Arokes of raillery at his 
fcnior, on his interpretation of the word or- 
gafm. Oquetos, who remained triumphant, 
being s man of Doftor Sangrado's principle, 
began, by ordering his patient to be copioufly 
Hooded, deferring his cathartic until the hu- 
mours iould be concoded; but death, who 
without doubt, was afraid the puliation fo 
i^ely delayed would deprive him of his 
prey, prevented the concoction, and carried 
my mdter off. Such was the end of -SignM 
Don Vincent, who loft his life, becaufe his 
phylidan did not underftand Greek! 

Aurora having celebrated her father's fune«> 
ra), in a manner fuitable to his birth, took 
poffcfiion of his eftate, and, being now mif- 
trefs of hcrfelf, difmiffed fome of the domef- 
tics, with rewards proportioned to their feve- 
ral Ibrvices, and, in a little time, Ktired to a 
caftle, which (he had on the banks of the Ta- 
gus, between Sacedon and Buendia. I was not 
onJyone of thofe whom (he had retained, and 
Ctfried into the country with her, but alfo had 
the good fortune to become a ncceffary per- 
fon. Notwithftan^in^ the faithful report I 
had made to her of Don Lewis, the was ftill. 
iaiove with that cavalier j or rather, finding 
berfelf unable to conquer her paffion, Ihe had 
abandoned herfclf entirely to it; and being no. 
longer under a necelBty of taking precautions 

Ub 
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to fpeak with mc in private, " Gil Bias ((aid 
Ihe ftghing) I cannot forget Don Lewis i in 
/bite of allmy efForts to banilh him from my 
thoughts, he is ftill prelcnc in my imagina- 
tion-, not fuch as thou haft painted aim, 
F lunged in all forts of debauchery ; but fuch as 
would have him to be, tender, amorous, and 
conftant." So faying, (he began to melt, and 
could not help fhedding fome tears; which 
afedted me fo much, that I could fcarce re- 
frain from weeping' alfo; and I could not 
make my court to her more effeftually, than 
by fympathizing with her forrow. — " I fee 
thou haft a very tender difpofition, my friend 
(added flie after having dried her fair eyes) 
and I am fo well fatis^ed with thy zeal, that 
thou mayeft depend upon being well recom- 
penfed. Dear Gil Bias, I have more occa- 
lion now than ever for thy afljftance, I will 
difclofc to thee a deDgn, which at prefent en- 
grofles me, and which thou wilt (no doubt) 
pronounce very capricious. Know, that I in- ■ 
tend to ict out immediacely for Salamanca, 
where I will difguifc myfelf WSe a cavalier, 
and, under the name of Don Felix, get ac- 
quainted with PachecD, whofe confidence and 
iriendfhip I will endeavour to acquire : I will 
often fpeak to him of Aurora de Guzman, 
and call myfelf her couGn-, by which mean ', 
he will, perhaps, exprcfs a defire to lee hetj 
and_ then my eipe6fatdon will be anftrered. 
We will have two different lodgings at Sala- 
manca, IB ODe of which I wiU pa& for Don 
FeliXfc 
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Felix, in the other for Aurora, and prefent- 
ing myftlf to the eyes of Don Lewis, fome- 
times tnetamorphofcd intQ a man, and Ibme- 
times in my own drefs, I flatter myfelf, that 
I (hall, by degrees, accomplifh my purpofe. 
I grant (added Ihe) that this is an extravagant 
fchemei but I am hurried away by my paffion, 
and the innocence of my intention m^es me 
inienlible of the riik I muft run." 

I was very much of Aurora's opinion, with 
r^ard to the nature of her defign: neverthe- 
lefs^ how imprudent foever I judged it, I took 
care not to, aft the padagoguei but, on the 
contrary began to gild the pill, and under- 
took to prove, that this mad projcft was no 
more than an ^reeable frolic, that could have 
■no bad confequence. My miilrefs was pleafed 
with this conftruifiion ; for lovers are charmed 
with flattery, even in their moft extravagant 
fancies. Wc now, therefore, looked upon 
this ralh enterprize in no other light than 
that of a comedy, the Ikilful reprelentation 
of which it was our bufinefs to concert. 
Having chofen our aiftors from the fervants 
of the family; the parts were diftributed» 
without the leaft quarrel or difturbance j be- 
caule we were not players by profcffion. It 
was refolved that Dame Ortiz ihould aft the 
part of Aurora's aunt, under the name of 
Donna Ximena de Guzman, attended by a 
valet 'and waiting-woman i and that Aurora, 
dreiJed like a cavalier, ihoutd entertain me as 
valet de chambre, together with one of her 
own 
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Own maids in the difguife of a page, to be 
always about her perfon. The characters be- 
ing thus regulated, we returned to Madrid, 
where we underftood Don Lewis ftJU was, 
but that it would not be long before he would 
fet out for Salamanca; upon which we or- 
dered the neceffary drefles to be made with alt 
diligence; and when they were finilhed, my 
niiftrefs caufed them to be conveniently pack- 
ed up, until we fhould find a proper time and 
place for putting them on. Then leaving 
the care of her houfe to the ftcward, (he fet 
out in a coach drawn by four mules, and took 
the road to the kingdom of Leon, with all 
thofe of her fervants who had parts to afl: in 
her performance. 

We had already crofled Old Caftile, when 
tlie axle-tree of the coach gave way, between 
Avila and Villaflor, about three or four hun- 
dred paces from a caftle, which we perceived 
at the foot of a mountain. As night ap- 
proached, we were not a little embarrafloi, 
when a peafant, paffing by accident, rid us 
of our anxiety, by telling us that the caftle 
which ve faw belonged to Donna Elvira, wi- 
dow of Don Pedro de Pinares, a lady whofe 
cbarafter he extolled fo much, that my mlf- 
trefs fent me to the caftle, to beg a lodging 
for one night. Elvira did not belie the coun- 
tiyman's report, but received me with great 
affability, and favoured Aurora's compliment 
with fuch an anfwer as ihe defired. We re- 
paired immediately to the caftle, whither our 
coach 
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coach was dragged flowly by the mules, and 
at the gate met Don Pedro's widow, who 
^ame out to receive my miftrefs. I will pafs 
over in Clence the civil things which were faid 
on both fides, on this occauon, and only ob- 
ferve, that Elvira was a lady pretty much ad- 
vanced in years; but very polite, and under- 
■ flood how to perform the duties of hoipitality 
as well as any woman in the world. She con- 
duced Aurora into a fumptuous apartmept, 
where, leaving her to repofe a few moments^ 
Ihe came and employed her attention on the 
moft minute things chat concerned us. A^ 
terwards, when fupper was ready, fhe order- 
ed the cloth to be laid in Aurora's chamber, 
where they fat down together at table. Doa 
Pedro's widow was not one of thofe people 
who cloud the honour of their entertainments 
with a pcnfivc and difcontented air : Ihe waa 
of a gay difpofition, and fupported the con- 
Tcrfation in an agreeable manner ; expreffing 
herfclf with great dignity and elegance. I 
admired her underftanding, and the delicate-' 
turn o( her thoughts, which feemed to charm 
Aurora as well as me. They conceived a 
friendship for one another, and promifcd to 
maintain a correfpond: nee by letters, Qur 
coach could not be refitted till the following 
day, and as ¥ve Ibould run Ibme rifk by fet- 
ting out late, it was determined that we (hould 
ftay at the Caftle another night. We, in our 
turn^ were fcrvcd with a profufion of viftuals, 
and 
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ofld our beds were' no lefs comfortable thah 
our meal. 

Next day, my miftrefs found new chamu 
in the conTOiation of EJvira, widi whom flie 
dJDcd in a large lull, adorned with fevenl 
piftures, one of which was remarkable for 
tiie beauty and woaderful esprefllon of ths 
figures, though it rcprdcnted a very tragical 
Iccnc To the view. A dead cavalier ^peared 
lying on his back, and drowned in his own 
blood, but leemed ftUl to rrtain a menacing 
air even in death. Near him lay a young 
lady in anpther attitude, ftrctched alfp upotl 
the ^Dond; a fword was feen plunged in tier 
bdbm, andihe bneathed her laft figh;, fix' 
ing her dying eyes upon a young man, who 
leemed mortally grieved at the lofs of her* 
The pmnter hadlikewifc drawn another figure, 
which did not efcape my attention ; this was 
an old man of a good mein, who, ftrongl^ 
addled with the objcfts that ftruck his view, 
difcovered as much fenfibility as Ihe youthi 
One would have thought that tach of them 
felt the fame pangs at fight of thefc doleful 
images, but that each received the imprefllon 
in a dif^rent manner* The old man feemed 
overwhelmed with the profound forrow irt 
which he was plurmad : but there was ftjr^ 
mixed with the affliSion of the yomh. The 
Jiainter ^ad expre^fed the wh<^ with fuch 
ftrength, that we couid fcarce withdraw our 
eyes from the performance. My miftrefs hav- 
ing alked what ftoiy the piAure rq)refcntedi 
u Madaok 
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** Madam (faid Elvira) it is a faithfiil repre- 
icntation of the misfortunes of my family." 
This anfwer excited the curiofity of Aurora, 
who exprefled fuch an eager inclination to 
know more, that Don Pedro's widow could 
not difpenie with promifmg her the farisfaftion 
flie defircd. This promife which ■ was made 
before Ortiz, her two companions, and. me, 
detained us all four, in the hall after dinner. 
My miftrefs would have fent us away, but 
Elvira, perceiving that we longed fervently to 
hear the explanation of the picture, had the 
goodnefs to bid us ftay, faying that the ftory 
which {he was going to relate, was none of 
thofe that required iecrecy : and immediately 
' b^an in thefe words : 

•CHAP. IV. - 
^be baleful marriage. A Novel. 
OGER, king of Sicily, had a brother and 
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, a fifter: the firll, called Mainfroy, re- 
volted f^ainft him, and lighted up a dange- 
rous and bloody war in the Kingdom ; but had 
the misfortune to lole two battles, and fall in- 
to the hands of the king, who contented him- 
felf with puniQiing his -rebellion, by depriving 
him ot his liberty. This clemency ferved on- 
ly to make Rc^r pafs for a barbarian, in the 
opinion of one part of his fubje£ts, who faid 
he had only favM his brother's life, in order to 
cxercife 
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exercife upon him a flow and inhutnaa revenge. 
But all the reft, with more foundation, imi- 
puted the harfti treatment that Mainfroy fuf- 
fered in prifon, to his fitter Matilda alone : 
for Ihe had, in effeA, always hated the prince, 
and did not ceafe perfecuting him as long as 
he lived, but flie died foon after him, and her 
death was looked upon as a juft punifhmenc 
of her unnatural dijpofition. 

Mainfroy having left two fons, as yet in 
their infancy, Roger wiftied to get rid of 
them, fearii^; that when they Ihould arrive at 
a more advanced age, the defire of revenging 
their father, would induce them to revive a 
faAion which was not fo much quelled, but 
that it might occalion new troubles in the 
ftate. . He imparted his defign to the fenator 
Leontio Sifiredi, his minifter, who, to divert 
him from putting it in execution, undertook 
the education of prince Henriquez, theeldett, 
and advifed him to commit the youngeft, who 
was called Don Pedro, to the care of the con- 
ftable. of Sicily. Roger, perfuaded that his 
nephews would be brought up by thele men in 
that fubfliiillon and duty which they owed to 
him, left the princes to their conduft, and 
took upon himfelf the care of hisniece Con- 
ftanda, who was of the fame age with Hen- 
riquez, and only daughter of the princefs 
Matilda; he furniihed her with women and 
matters, and fpared nothing in her education. 

Leontio Sifiredi had a cattle two fliort 
le^ues from Palermo, at a place called Bel- 
mont! 
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mont : and thcrt that minifter employed hirrit 
fclf in rendering Henriquez worthy of mounts 
mg one day the throne of Sicily. He foon 
omerved in that prince, fuch amiable quali- 
tecs, that he ap|^ied himlelf to the cultivation 
of them as cloTely ta if he had had no chil< 
dren of his own. He was bleffed, however, 
with two daughters; thceldeftof whom, call- 
ed Blanch, younger by a year than the princtfi 
was adorned with the moll perft^beau^: the 
other named Portia, whofc birth occaHoned her 
mother's deaths was ftill in the cradlci Blanch^ 
and prince Henriquez, as foon as they were 
capable of love entertained a mutud paflion % 
thou^ they had not the liberty of converfing 
in private. The prince, however, did not 
fail to find opportunities fometimcsi andkncr^ 
To well how to Iprofit by thofe precious mo- 
ments, that he engaged the daughter of Sif- 
fredi to allow him to execute a prcgeft he had 
fbrmedi Juft about this time, it h^pened 
that liContio lyas obliged, by the kiiig^s orders^ 
to make a journey into one of the moft remote 
, ferorinces of tht ifland : and during his ab- 
Knce^ Henriquez ^aufed an opening to be 
made in the wall of his afiartnient, that wss 
tondguous to the chamber of Blanch ; fupply-' 
ing it with a Aiding partttion of wood, tjiat 
opened and fhitt^ without being perctivedj 
becaufe it was lb dofcly Joined to the ceilings 
that the eye could not difcover the artifice. A 
Ikilftil architect whom the prince had made 
his 
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his friend, performed the work with equtl di- 
ligence and fecrefy. 

Through this paffage, the amorous Henri- 
ques introduced himiclf Ibmetimes into the 
chamber of his miflrefs : but he did not abufe 
her favour: for though flie was imprudent 
enough to allow him a private entrance into 
her apartment, flie did not condefcend fo far, 
until he had aflfured her, that he would never 
afk any thing that innocence could not grant. 
One night he found her very uncafy, becaufe 
Ihc had heard that- Roger was very ill, and 
had fcnt for Siffredi, as nigh chancellor of the 
kii^om, in order to intruft him with his laft 
will. She reprefented to herfclf already, her 
dear Henriquez on the throne, and being 
a^d of loUng him in that high llation, was 
under the utmoft anxiety t and the tears ftood 
in her evM when he appeared. *' Heavens ! 
you weep, madam: whatmuft I think of that 
ibrrow with which I fee you overwhelmed ?" 
" Sir (replied Blanch) I cannot conceal my 
alarms : the king, your uncle, will loon ceafe 
to live, and you will fucceed him. Whep I, 
therefore, forefee how iar your new greatnefe 
will remove you from me, I own, I cannot be 
unconcerned. A monarch feldom beholds 
things with a lover's eye, and that which was 
hisutmoit ambition while he was a fubjeft, af- 
fects him but flightly when he is on the throne. 
Whether it be an unhappy prelage, or rea&m 
only that inspires me, I feel my foul agitated 
with emotions that* all my confidence in your 

Vol. II. C good^ 
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goodnefs cannot ^ffuage ; and though I dare 
not doubt your generofuy, I caanot help 
diftrufting my own deftiiiy." — " Adorable 
Blanch ! (replied the prince) your tears are 
pbligii^, and juftify my attachment to your 
charms ; but the excefs of your doubts in- 
jures my love, and (if I may be allowed to 
fay fo) the efteem which you owe me. No ! 
think not that my deftiny and your's can ■ ever 
be feparated. Believe, rather, that you ■ will 
always be the objed: of my happinefs and joy. 
Lay afide your fear, therefore, and let it not 
difturb fuch endearing moments." — " Ah, Sir ! 
(anfwered the daughter of Leontio) asfoon as 
you are crowned, your fubjefts, perhaps, will 
demand for your queen a prlncefs defcended 
from a long race of kings, whofe fplended 
nuptials may add new realms to your's i and, 
perhaps, alas ! you will anfwer their expefta- 
tion, even at theexpenfe of your incHnation." 
*' Ah ! why (replied Henriquez, with fome 
warmth) why are you thus prone to torment 
yourfelf, by raifmg fuch an afflicting im:^ of 
what will never happen? ftiould heaven dif- 
pofe of the king my uncle, and make me 
mafter of Sicily, I fwear that I will efpoufe 
you in Palermo, in prcfence of all my court, 
and I invoke all that is facred to confirm my 
oath." 

Siffredi's daughter was cheared by the pro- 

teftations of Henriquez, and the reft of their 

converfation turned on the kings diRemper : 

on which occafion, Henriquez difcovered the 

good- 
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goodnefs of his heart, in lamenting his uncle's 
fate, with which he had no great realbn to be 
affefted ; the force of blood making him re- 
gret a prince, by whofe death he fhould ac- 
quire a crown. Blanch, as yet, did not know 
all the misfortunes that threatened her. The 
conftable of Sicily had met her coming out of 
her father's apartment, one day, when he was 
at the caftle of Belmont on fome important 
affairs, was captivated with her beauty, and 
next day demanded her in marri^ of Sifirc- 
di, who confented to the match ; but Rear's 
diftemper intervening, the nuptials were de- 
ferred, and Blanch knew nothing of tt^e 
matter. 

One morning, juft as Henriquez had done 
dreffing, he was furprized to fee Leontio, fol- 
lowed by Blanch, come into his apartment. 
*' Sir (faid that minifter to him) the news I 
bring is affliifting, but the confolation with 
which they are attended, ought 'to moderate 
your grief. The king your uncle is dead, 
after having left you heir to his fceptre, and 
Sicily is fubjcft to yOur fway. The grandees 
of the realm, who attend your orders at Pa- 
lermo, have commiflioned me to receive them 
from your mouth, and I am come. Sir, with 
my daughter, the firft of your new fubjefts, 
to ofier our early and fincere homage". The 

{)rince, who knew very well that Roger had 
aboured two months under a difeSe that 
gradually confumed him, was not much fur- 
prized at this piece of news : neverthelefs, 
C 2 ftruck 
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ftruck with the fudden change of his condi- 
tion, he felt a thoufand conlufed emotions rife 
within his breafti and having muled Ibme 
time, broke filence, by addrefilng himfelf to 
Leontio in thele words : '* Sage SiiFredi, I 
Jhall always look upon you as my father, glo- 
ry in regulating my condud: by your counfel, 
and you fhatl be as much a king in Sicily as I 
am." So faying, he advanced to a table, on 
which there was a ftandilh, ahd taking a iheet 
of paper, wrote his name at the bottom of the 
page, " What are you about to do, Sir ?" 
(faid Siffredi to him.) " I am going to ma- 
nifelt my gratitude and efteetn (anfwered 
Henriquez, prefenting the' ftieet to Blanch, 
and faying) Receive, madam, this pledge of 
my faith, and of the empire over my inclina-. 
tions, which I now yield to you." Blanch 
took it, blufhing, and made this anfwer to the 
prince : " I receive with refpcdt the favours of 
my kingi but I depend upon a father : and I 
hope your majefty will not take it ill, that I 
depofit this paper in his hands, to be ufed as 
his prudence fhalldire^t'him. 

She accordingly gave the fubfcription of 
Henriquez to her fatber, who then obferved 
what, till that moment, had efcaped his pene- 
tration, lie difcerned the prince's fentiments, 
and faid to him, ** Your majefty ihall have no 
caufe to reproach me, for I will not abiife the 
confidence." — " My dear Leontio (cried Hen- 
riquez, interrupting him) don't imagine you 
can abufe it. Whatever ufe you fhall make 
of 
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of the paper, I will approve of your determi- 
■ nation. But, go (added he) return to Paler- 
mo, order the preparations to be made for my 
coronation, and tell my fubjeflis, that I will 
follow you immediately thither, in order t« 
receive their oaths of all^iance, and afiiire 
them of my affe&ion." The minifter obeyed 
his new mailer's orders, and, with his daugh- 
ter, frt out for Palermo, j 
A few hours after their departure, the 
prince took the fame road, more engroflfed by 
his love, than by the high rank to which he 
was railed. As foon as he arrived in the city,; 
he was fehited with innumerable (houts of joy, 
and, amidft the acclamations of his people,: 
entered the palace, where every thing -was al- 
ready pFn}ued for the ceremony^ and- where 
he found the princds Conftantia in deep 
mourning, and, to all appearance, very much 
affeftcd- with Roger's death. As they owed 
one another a mutual compliment of condo- 
lance on the event, they both acquitted them- 
lelves very handfomely; but it was more cold 
on the fide of Henriquez, than on that of 
Conftantia j who, in foite of the enmity fub- 
fifting between' their families, could not hate 
the prince. He placed himfelfon the throne,. 
and the princefs fat on his right hand, in an 
elbow chair not quite fo high. The grandees 
of the kingdom took their places, each ac- 
cording to his rank : the ceremony began, and 
Leontio, as high chancellor of the ftate, and 
keeper of the late king's wUl, opened and read 
C 3 it 
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it with itn audible voice. This deed contained 
in fubftancB, that Roger, feeing himfelf with- 
out iflue, named the eldcft fon of Mainfroy 
for his fucceflbr, on condition that he fliould 
efpoufe the Princefs Conftantia ; which, if he 
rrfufed to perform, he (hould forfeit the 
CFOwn of Sicily to the infant Don Pedro, his 
brother, who ihould enjoy it on the fame 
terms. 

Henriquez was confounded at thefe words j 
the reftriftion gave him incredible pain, which 
became ftiU more violent, when Leontio, after 
having read the will, pronounced to the whole 
aflembly: " My lords, having reported the 
laft intentions of the late king, tb oiir new- 
monarch, that generous prince con&nts to 
honour his coufin the princefs Conftantia, with 
his hand." — At thefe words, Henriquez inter- 
rupted the chancellor, faying, " Leontio, re- 
member the writing which Blanch" — ** Sir 
(faid Sifiredt with precipitation, before the 
prince had time to explain himfelf) here it is. 
The grandees of the realm (added he, fhow- 
ing the paper to the aflembly) will here fee by 
your majefty's auguft fignature, the efteem 
yoii have for the princefs, and the deference 
you pay to the laft will of the deceafed king, 
your uncle." — Having fpoke thefe words, he 
read the deed with which he himfelf had filled 
the paper, containing the ttioft folcmn engf^- 
ment to marry Conftantia, conformable to the 
intention of Roger. The hall rung with re- 
peated Ifaouts of all prefent, who cried, ** Long - 
live 
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live our magnanimous kin" Hcnriquez." For, 
as nobody was ignorant of the averlion which 
thai prince had always manifefted for the prin- 
cess, it was feaicd, not without reafon, that 
he would revolt againft the condition of the 
will, and by thae means raife commotions 
in the kingdom. But the reading of the pa- 
per entirely compofcd the minds of the nobles 
and people, and excited thole general accla- 
mations which in fecret. tortured the mo- 
narch's foul. 

Conftantia, who, both on account of her 
own glory, and her palTion for Henriquez, 
enjoyed the public fatisfaftion more than any 
body, chole this time to afiure him of her gra- 
titude. But the priwx, in vain endeavouring 
to conftrain himfelf, received her compliment 
with great affliftion, and was, indeed, in fuch 
diforder, that he could not even perform what 
decency required. At iaft, yielding to the 
violeace of his paffion, he approached SiSredr, 
whom the duty of his office obliged to be 
pretty near his perfon, and, with a low voice, 
laid, *' What have you done, Leontio ? The 
fubfcription, which I put into your daugh- 
ter's hands, was not intended for this ufe. You 
have betrayed" — " Sir (faid S/ffredi, inter- 
rupting him in a refolute tone) confider your 
own glOTy ? If you refofe to follow the will of 
the kmgyour uncle, you lofc the crown of 
Sicily." He had no fooner fpokc in this mjui- 
ner, than he removed at a greater diftancc 
from the king, that he might oot have an op- 
C 4 porcuaity, 

cjihMB, Google 



31 ADVENTURES OF 

pottunity to reply. Henriquez remuoed in 
the uttnoft perplexity, and felt himfclf am- - 
taced by contrary emotions. He was incenfed 
againft: Siffredi, he could not rcTolve to aban- 
don Blanch ; but, diftraded between her and 
the intereft of his glory, it was fome time be- 
fore he could come to any refolution. How- 
ever, he W9S determined at laft, and thought 
he had fallen upon a method to preferve the 

' daughter of Siffredi, without renouncing the 
throne. He feigned fubmiffion to the wiU of 
R<^r, and puipofed, while a difpenfation for 
his marriage with his coulin fhould be fblli- 
citing at Rome, to gain the nobles of the 
realm by his bounty, and eftabUlh his power 

' fa well, that he fliould not be obliged to fulfil 
its conditions. 

As foon as he had formed . this defign. Ire 
became more tranqil, and turning to Con- 
ftanda, confirmed to her what the high chan- 
cellor had read before the whole allembly.. 
But in the very moment, when he betrayed 
himfelf To far as to plight his troth to tier, 
Blanch arrived in the council-halt. She came 
ihither by her father's command, to pay her 
refpefts to the princds, and her ears were 
ftruck with tlje words of Henriquez, at her 
firft entrance. Befides, Leontio, being de- 
firous that fhe (hould have no caufe to doubt 
of her misfortune, faid, while he prefentcd 

. her toConftantia, "Daughter, do homage to 

your queen, and with her all the fweets of a 

fiourilhing reign and happy marriage." This 

terrible 
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terrible ftroke overwhelmed the uiifortunate 
Blanch : in vain (he endeavoured to conceal 
her grief; Ihe bluftied and grew pale alter- 
nately, and (hook through every limb. Ne- 
verthelefs. the princefs had not the leaft fuf- 
picion of the caufe, but attributed the diforder 
in which (he paid her compliment, to the per- 
plexity of a young creature bred up in foli- 
tudc, and altogether unaccutlomed to the 
court. It was quite otherwifc with the young 
king: the fight of Blanch abaihedhimj ami 
the deipair he obterved in her eyes traniport- 
ed him quite bcfide himfelf. He did not' 
doubt that, judging by appearances, Ihe be- 
lieved him unfaithful. He would have . been 
Icfs uncafy could he have fpoke to her j but 
hov? could ■ he find an opportunity, when all 
Sicily, as one may fay, had its ^yes upon him. 
Befidu, the cruel Siffredi deprived him. of- 
that hope: for reading the thoughts of thefe' 
two lovers in their looks, and wuting to pre-- 
vent the mifchief which the violence of their. 
pafCon might create in the ftate, that minifto" 
m an artful manner, carried his daughter out- 
of the alfcmbly, and fet out with her, on his* 
return to Belmont; refolvcd, for more rea- 
fonsthan one, Co have her married ' as foon as' 
pofCble. 

They were no fooner arrived, than he made 
hrr acqcainted with all the horror of her fate, 
by declaring that be had promtfed her in mar-* 
riage to the Conftable. •' Juft heaven ! ("cried 
flie, in a tranfport of grief, which her father^sr 
C 5 prc- 
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preftnce could not fupprefe) fbr what direful . 
punifhment is the unfortunate Blanch Feferr- 
ed." Her defpair was even fo violent, as to 
lulpend all the faculties of her foul. She was 
feized with an univerfal chilncfs, and becom- ^ 
ii^clay cold and wan, fwooned away in the 
arms of her father. He was aiFe^ed with 
her condition; but, though he fbared her af- 
fii^tion with all the tendernefs of a parent^ 
his.hrll refolution ftill FCmained uolhaken. 
Blanch, .at length, recovered herfpirits, more 
through the CKqutAte fenfation of her grief, 
than through the water which Siffredi fprinkled 
on her face-, which perceiving, while fhe open- 
ed her languifliing eyes, " Sir (faid ihe, with 
a feeble voice) I am aOiamed that you have 
feen mr weaknefe; but death, which muft 
- fbon end my torments, will, in a little time, 
rid you of an unhappy daughter*, who has 
dared to difpoic of her heart without your 
OH^fent !" — " No, my, dear filancli. (replied 
Leontio) live and let virtue rdume its em- 
pire in -your breifl. The conftable's paiEon 
does you honour v it is the molt confiderable 
match in the kingdom." — " I efleem his per- 
fon and his merit (faid Blanch, interrupting 
him) but. Sir, the king had made me hope."— 
•* Daughter (faid Siffredi, cutting her Oiort, 
in his turn) I know all that you can lay on 
that fubjcft. 1 am not ignorant of your ten- 
dernefs for the prince, which, at ancAher con- 
junfture, I flioiild not difapprove. You fhould 
even fee me eager to enfurc you of the hand o£ 
Hcn- 
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Henriquez, if the intereft' of his glory, and 
that of the ftate, did not oblige him to be- 
ftow it on Conftantia, It is on that condition 
only, that the latt king defigned him for his 
fucceflbr; and would you have him prefer 
you to the crown of Sicilv ? Believe me, I 
fyinpathize with you in tne cruel ftroke you 
fu&r, but fince we cannot withftuid the de- 
crees of deftiny, make one generous effort. 
Your glory is concerned, in concealing from 
the kingdom the vain hope with whioi you 
flatoerea yourfelf. Your fenfibility for the 
king may raifc reports to your difadvantage: 
and the only means of preventing them will 
be tD marry the Conftable. In Ihort, Blanch, 
this is oo time to deliberate. The king yields 
you for a throne, and marries Conftantia. Tlie 
Conflabk has my promife, which I b^ you 
will perform ; and if I mutt ufe my authority 
to bring you to this, refolution, 1 ordoryou to 
comply." 

So^ying, he left her to refleft upon what 
ihe had heard, hoping, that after having ma- 
turely confidered the arguments he had ufed, 
to fuppcot her virtue ^ainll her inclination, 
jhe would refolve, of herfelf, to give her 
hand to the Conftable. In this he was not 
miftaken. But, what pangs did it coft the 
melancholy Blanch, before Ibe came to that 
determination ! She was in a condition, which, 
of all others, was moft worthy of compaf- 
lioo ! Grief fof feeing her prefages^of the in- 
fidciixybf Hcnriquez chai^gj^l into certaity, . 
C 6 and . 
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and for being conftrained, in lofing him, to 
^ve hcrfelf away to another, whom flie could 
hot love, created in her fuch violent tran- 
fports of affliftion, that every moment was, at- ' 
tended with new torture, " If my misfortune 
is certain (cried fhe) how can I refift it with- 
out dying ? Cruel deftiny ! why was I fed 
with the moft delicious hope, when I was 
doomed to fuchanabyfs of mifery! and thou 
perfidious lover ! how durft thou bctrothe thy- 
ielf to another, after thou hadft promifcd eter- 
nal fidelity to me ? haft thou fo foon forgot 
the faith which thou haft fworn ? As apunilH- 
rnent for having fo cruelly deceived me, may 
heaven make the nuptial bed, which rfiou 
■ art going to ftain with perjury, not a Icene of 
pleafure, but remorfe ! may the careffcs of. 
Conftantia convey poifon to thy unfJuthful 
heart ! and may thy marriage be as baleful 
as mine! Yes, traitor, I will efpoufe the 
Cooftable, whom I cannot love, to revei^ 
me upon mylelf, ahd punifh me, for having 
fo indifcretely chofen the obje£l of my love. 
Since my religion forbids me to make an at- 
tempt upon my life, the days 1 have to live 
ihall be nothing elfe than an unhappy feries 
of trouble and difquiet. If thou ftill prc- 
fcrveft any rendcrnefs for me, thou wilt be 
mortified at feeing me throw myfelf into the 
arms of another; and if thou haft entirely 
forgot me, SicUy, at leaft, may boaft of- hav^ 
ing produced a woman, who punilhed herfelf 
for having too fimply difpofcd of hxx heart.". • 
In 
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' In fuch a fttuation did chis unhappy' vidtim 
of love and duty pafs the night that fweceeded 
hermairiagewich.tbe C(H)ftable; and Sifiredi 
finding her next day ready to comply with his 
defire, made hafte to take the advant^e of 
that favourable difpofidon. He fent for the 
Conftableto Belmont that fame day, and mar- 
ried him privately . to his daughter in the 
chapel of the caftle. It was not enough to 
renounce a crown, to lofe for ever a perfonr 
■whom ihe loved, and beftow herfelf upon the 
object: of her hatred, but Ihe was alfo obliged 
to diilemble her femiments before a hufband 
who was inflamed with the moft ardent pajf> 
fion for her, and naturally of a jealous dif- 
pofition. Thatfpoufe, charmed with the pof- 
tefllon of what he held . moit dear, was con- 
tinually in her company, and did not even 
-allow her the fad confolation of bewailing her 
misfortuncin fecret. When night approach- 
.ed, the daughter of Leontio felt her affliction 
. redouble : but what were her pangs, when 
her woman after having undreued, left her 
alone with the Conftable ! He afltcd, in a re-- 
■fpt&fal manner, the caufe oif that forrow 
with which flie feemed to be deprelSed^ and 
Blanch, perplexed by the queftion, feigned 
herfelf indiipofcd. This deceived her huf- 
band iU firft, but he did not loi^ continue in 
hismiftake: for, as he. was really concerned 
at the condition in which he faw her, and 
prefied her to go to bed, his intreatics, which 
Ihe nufinlerpreKd,. pidkfosd fiich a cruel 
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image to her imaginadon, that, bnrig unable 
to conttin herfelf any Imger, Iha gave free 
vent to her f^ha and tean. .What a iisht 
was this for a man, who believed himfelf at 
the very fummit of his. happinefs! He no 
Umger doubted that the afflidion. of bis wife 
portended fomething ihiifljcr to his love. Ne- 
Terthele&, though die knowledge of it threw 
him mco a fitoetion almoft as dq>lorable as 
that of Blanch, he had fuch command of 
lumfelf, that hit concealed his fufpicions. He 
redoubled his intreaties, and continued to 
pnefs'his fpoufe to go to reft, afltiring her, 
that he would not interrupt the repofe which 
ifae feemed fo much to want. He even pfier- 
ed to call her women, if the thought that 
their afliftance could alleviate her indifpofi- 
tion. Blanch, encouraged by this, promifc, 
n^ turn, that her'prcfent weakncft only re. 
quireda Uctle fleep. He pretended to believe 
her, and going to bed together, they pafifed a 
night very difKrent from thoie which Cupid 
and Hymen beftow on two knrers in^ired by 
mutual paflion. 

Whife Siffredi's daughter indulged her fbr- 
xow, die conftable endeavoured within liim- 
&if, to divine the caufethat rendered his mar- 
riage fo unhappy. He concluded, that there 
■ was a rival in the cafc ;■ but was bewildered 
in his own imagination, when he attempted 
to difcover who that rival was; and the fole 
refull <^ his conjectures was, that he was the 
hioA anha^y-'of-all mankind. He had al- 
■' ready 



G I L B L A S. 39 

ready fpent two thirds of the night in thefc- 
aviations -when his ears were ftruck with a 
hollow noife; and he was not a little furpriied 
to hear fomebody walking fofily in the cham- 
ber. He believed himfeu mtftaken ; for he 
remembered that he himlelf had locked the 
door, afeer Blanch's womm had gone, and 
drew back the curt^n to difcover by the evi- 
dence of his eyes, the caufe of the noife which 
he heard : but the light which had been left 
in the chimney, was estinguifhed, and in a 
little time, he heard the name of Blanch re- 
peated ieveral times in a loft and languifiiing 
tone. Then his jealous fufpicions were in- 
flamed to fury, asd his honour alarmed, 
obliging him to rife, in order to prevent an af. 
front or take vengeance for it i he feizcd his 
fword, and movea towards that fide whence 
the voice feemed to come. Feeling a naked 
{word oppofed to his own, he advanced, the 
other retired, he purfued, and the other va- 
nilhed from hb purfuit. In vain did he fearch 
for him, who feemed to fly, through all ttie 
corners of the room as much as the darknefs 
wouldallow} hecouldnotfindhim; he flopped, 
' lifiened, and heard nothing. All teemed to be 
enchantment; he went to the door,, which he 
imagined had favoured the flight of the fecret 
enemy of his honour, but he found it faft 
locked as before. Not being able to compre- 
hend any thing of this adventure, he called 
thofe of his people, who were nea^fl^ and as 
he opened the door for that puipofe, flood iq 
the 
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the paflage, and kept himfelf on his guard, 

rfiat the perfon whom he fought might not 

cfcape. 

Some fcrvants, hearing his repeated cries, 
came running with lights : upon which he 
took 3 candle, and made a new fearch in the 
chamber, fword in hand ; but found nobody, 
nor the leaft mark of any perfon's having betn 
there. He did not even perceive the private 
door, nor the opening through whicTi there 
was a paffage. He could not, however, blind- 
fokl himfelf, with regard to the circumftances 
erf" his misfortune, but remained in a ftrange 
confiifiori of thoughts. Should he have re- 
courfe to Blanch, (he was too much concerned 
in the truth, for him to expefi: an explanation 
from her. He, therefore, refolved to go and 
open his heart to Leontio, after having dif- 
miffed his fervants, telling chem, that he 
rfioughl he had hewd a noife in his chamber, 
butwasmiftaken. He met his fadier-in-law 
coming out of his apartment, at the difturb-* 
ance he had heard, and recounted to him what 
had happened, with all the marks of extreme 
agitation and profound grief. 

Siffredi was furprized at the adventure, 
which, though it did not feem natural, he 
Tieverthekfs l>elieTed ; and thinking chat the 
king's love was capable of any thing, -was 
very much afflifted with that confuleration. 
But, far from flattering the jealous fufpicions 
of his fon-in-law, he reprefcnted to him, with 
an air of a0grai;ce, that Utt voice, which he 
■* thought 
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Uiought he iieard, and the fword that was op- 
pofcd to his, could be no other than phantoms 
of an im^ination mifled byjealoiuyi for it 
was impoflible that ^ny body coold have gone 
into his daughter's chamber-, thai with regard 
to the melancholy which he had obfervd in 
his wife, it might be occaiioned by fome in- 
diJpofition ; that honour ought not to be an- 
fwerabk for the viv:i(ntudes of temper j that 
the change of condition in a girl ufed to live 
in foiitude, who fees herfelf on a fudden deli- 
vered to a mail, whom Ihe had not had tinw 
to know and to love, might be the caufe of 
thole tears, fighs, and that fharp afBiftion, o£ 
which he coniplained } that love was not to be 
kindled, in maidens of a noble birth, by any- 
other means than time and afTtduity, for 
which realbns he exorted him to calm his di£- 
quiet, redouble his tendernefs and care, in or- 
der to diipofe Blanch to become ;more feiilible 
of his merit: and intreated him to return to 
his chamber, being perfuaded that his uneaf)- 
nels anddiftruft were injuries done to the vir-- 
tue of his wife. 

The Conftable made no anfwer to the re-' 
monfliranccs of his father-in-law ; whedicr he 
really b*^g3" fo think that he might have been 
impofed upon by the diforder ot his mind, or 
judged it a wifer courfe to difletnble than to 
undertake, in vain, to convince the old man 
of an event 16 void of all probability. He re- 
turned to his apartment, lay down by his wife, 
and tried to qbtayi, by fleep, fome refpile 
from 
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from his difquiet. Blanth, on her fide waJr 
not lefs uncafy than he : ilic had but too well 
heard that which alarmed her hufband, and 
couM not confider as an illufion an adventure, 
the fecret and motives of which Ihe knew. — 
Suiprixedthat Hcnriqucz fhould feek to in- 
t-noduce himfelf into her apartment, after hav- 
ing fo folemnly pledged his faith to Conftantia, 
itiRxad of approving or feeling the leaft 
s;limple of joy at this ftep, fttc looked upon 
K as a new outrage, and her heart was incemed 
againft him. 

Whilft the daughter of Siffredi, prejudiced 
^ainft the young king, believed him the moil 
unfaithful of men, that unhappy prince, more 
in love than ever, wilhcd, for an interview with 
Blanch, in order to encour^e her againft the 
appearances that condemned him. He would 
haveconle foonerto Belmont for that purpofe,- 
had he been permitted by the multiplicity of 
bufinefs in which he was nece0arily engaged; 
but he could not ileal away from court before 
that night. He was too well acquainted with 
all the private corners of a place where he had 
been educated, to be under any difficulty of 
getting unfeen into SifFredi's caftle ; and he 
ftill kept the key of a private door that be- 
longed to the garden, riirough which he got 
into his old apartment, from whence he palled 
into the chamber of Blanch. — You may ima- 
gine the aftonifliment of that prince when he 
found a man there, andfeltafwordoppoled.to 
his own. He had well nigh difcovered himfelf, 
and 
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and punifheii on thefpotthe audacious wretch, 
who durft lift his facriligiom hand agunft his 
lawful king-, but the refpoft he owed to Leon- 
do's daughter fufpended his refentmcnt. He 
retired in the fame manner as he had entered, 
and, more afflifted than ever, took the road 
to Palermd; where arriving . fome monMnti 
before day, he ihut himlclf up in his apart- 
ment. But the agitation of his fpirics depriv- 
ing him of reft. Be refolved to return to BeU 
montj his fafety, honour, and above all, his' 
k>ve, not permitting him to remain longer ig- 
norant of the Icaft circumftance of fuch a 
cruel adventuce. 

It was. no fooner day than he commanded 
His hunting-equipage to be got ready, and, 
untler pretence of taking that diverfion, rode 
ftir into' the foreft of Belmont, attended by hi« 
fportfnien and fome courtiers. He followed 
the chafe fome time, the better to conceal his 
defign ; and when he faw every one eagerlj" . 
engaged at the heels of the hounds, he lepa- 
rated himfelf from them, and, all alone, took 
his way to Leontio's caftle. He was too well 
acmiainted with the paths of the foreft to lofe 
Himfelf, and his impatience not permitting 
him to fpare his horfe, he in a little time over- 
run the diftance which feparated him from the 
obje6t of his love. He was juft inventing 
fome plaufible pretext M procure for himfelt 
a private interview with the daughter of Sif- 
fredi, when, crofling a fmall road that led by 
one of the park-gates, he perceived hard b^ 
two 
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two wwnen fitting in clofe converfation at the 
root of a tree. As he did not doubt tliat 
thefe people belonged to the caftle, the fight 
of them raifed within him fome emotion: but 
he was much more tranlborted, when, the 
women. turning towards him at the noife of 
his horie's feet, he knew on^ of them to be his 
dear Blanch, who had efcaped from the caftle 
with Nifa, one of her women, who enjoyed 
the greatcft Ihare of her confi4ence, to bewMl 
her misfortune at fiiU liberty. 

He flew — he threw himfelf headlong (if I 
may ufe the exprefliori) at her feet; and per- 
ceiving in her eyes all the marks of the mo(t 
profound affliAion, was melted at the light. 
',' Fair Blanch (faid he) fufpcnd the emotions 
of your grief: appearances, I confefs^ repre- 
fcntine guilty to your eyes : but when you are 
- made acquainted with the dcfign which I have 
formed in your behalf, that which you now 
look upon as a crime, will appear to you^a 
proof of my innocence and cxccfs • of love." 
Thefe words, which Hcnriquez thought capa- 
ble of moderating, ferved only to redouble 
the affliftion of Blanch, who would have an- 
fwcrcd him, nad not her voice been choaked 
up with herlighs. The prince, aftonilhed at 
herdiforder, laid, " How, madam, can't I, 
then, calm your difqulet ? By what misfortune 
have I loft: your confidence? I, who hazard 
my crown, and even my life, to keep myfelf . 
yours!" 'Twas then that the daughter of Sif- 
fredi, making an effort to explain herfelf, re- 
plied, 
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plied, " Sir, your promifcs are now unfeafon- 
able. Nothing, henceforth, can bind my de- 
ftiny to yoiir's." — " Ah, Blanch ! (foid Hcn- 
riquez, interrupting her with warmth) what 
cruel words are thefe I hear! Who dares ravifti 
you from my love ? Who dares oppole the 
fury of a king, who would put all Sicily in 
Hames, rather than fuHcr you to be torn from 
his hopes ?"— " All your power. Sir fanfwered 
Siffredi's daughter in a languiihing manner) 
cannot remove the obftacles by which we are 
feparated. I am the Conftabk's wife."— 
" The Conftable's wife!" (cried the prince 
ftaggerjng backwards, and unable to go on.) 
He was confounded and overwhelmed oy this . 
unexpefted blow: his ftrength forfook him» 
and he dropped down at the root of ■ a tree that 
grew behind him. Pale, trembling, and de- 
preflfed, he had nothing free but his eyes, which 
he fixed upon Bliinch in fuch a manner a$ gave ~ 
her to untkrftand how deeply afiet^d he was 
with the unhappy tidings Ihc had declared. 
She, on the other hand, looked upon him 
with, an air which convinced him, that her 
emotions were little different from thofe he 
felt; and thefe two unfortunate lovers pre- 
ferved, between them, a filence that had fome- 
thing terlble in it. At length the prince, re- 
collecting himfelf a little, by an effort of his 
courage, refumed the difcourfe, and faid to 
Blanch with a figh, " What have you done, 
madam ? your credulity has ruined me, and 
undone yourfclf." 

Blanch, 
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Blanch, piqued at the prince's feeming to 
upbraid her, when (he thought fhe had much 
more caufe to complain of him, replied, 
" What, Sir ! do you add difllmutation to infi- 
delity? Would you have me difcrcdit my 
own eyes and ears, and believe you innocent, 
in fpite of the evidence of my fenfes ? No, 
Sir, I own myfelf incapable (rffuch an effort of 
reafon."— " Nevcrthclefs, Madam (anfwered 
the king) you are impofed upon by thefe very 
witneffes which feem fo faithful ; even they 
have aflifted in betraying you-, and that I am 
innocent and faithful, is no lefs true than that 
you arc the conftable's wife." — *' How, Sir ! 
(faid Ihe) did I not hear you confirm to Con- 
ftantia the prefent of your hand and heart ? 
Hare you not alTured the nobles of the king- 
dom, that you would fulfil the conditions of 
the late king's will ? and has not the princefs 
received the homage of your new fubjefts, in 
quality of queen and fpoufe of Henriquez ? 
Were mine, eyes then bewitched ? Say, fay, ra- 
ther, unfaithful prince! that you did not think. 
Blanch ought to balance in yo\ir heart the in- 
tereft of a throne, -and, without itooping to 
feign a paflion that you no longer feel, and 
perhaps never felt, confefs that the crown of 
Sicily appeared to you more fixed with Con- 
ftantia than with L,eontio's daughter. — ^You 
are in the right. Sir : a fiiining throne was no 
more my due than the heart of a prince, fuch 
as you are. I was too' vain to pretend to 
cither; but you ought not to have indulged 
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0ie in my error.— You- know the alarms I felt 
on account of lo&ng you; a misfortune that 
then feemcd to me almoft inevitable. Why 
did you encour^e me with hope? Would to 
heavens my fears had not been diffipated! I 
{hould have accufed fortune, not you; and 
you would have, at leaft, preferved my heart, 
chough at the expence of an hand which no 
other ihould ever have obtained. It is now 
no time to juftify yoiirfeif : I am the confta- 
ble's wife; and that I may fparc myfelf the 
confequence of a converfation that makes my 
glory blu£h; give me leave. Sir, without fail- 
ing in that refpeii that I owe to you, to quit 
the prdence of a prince, whom I am no longer 
at liberty to hear." 

So faying, fhe left Henriquez wAh as much 
hafte as her prefent weak condition would al- 
low. " Stop, madam 1 (cried he) and do not 
drive to defpair a prince, who will rather 
overturn that throne, which you upbraid him 
with having preferred to you, than fulfil the 
expeftation of his newfubjefts." — " That fa- 
crWce (faid Blanchj is at prefent vain. While 
I am married to the conftable thefe generous 
tranfports will not avail ; fmce I am then no 
longer' at liberty, it is of fmall importance to 
me that you reduce Sicily to afties, or to whom 
you give your hand. If 1 have b^n weak 
enough to let my heart be furprized, I Ihall 
at leaft have fortitude enough to ftifle its emo- 
tions, and let the new king of Sicily fee, that 
the conft^lc's wife is no longer the lover of 
prince 



(, Google 



48 ADVENTURES OF 

prince Heiiriquez." . When fiie pronounced 
thHe words, being clole to the park gate, Ihe 
entered it of a fudden with Niia ; and, lock- 
ing it on the other fide, left the prince over- 
whelmed with forrow. He could not recover 
the blow which Blanch had given him, by the 
account of her marriage. " Unjuft Branch ! 
(cried he) you have loft all remembrance of 
our mutual engagement! In fpite of our re- 
ciprocal vows, we are for ever parted ; and 
the idea which I had cheriflied of poUefliag 
your charm;, was no more than a vain illu- 
fion. Ah, cruel maid ! how dearly did I buy 
your approbation of my flame!" 

Then the image of his rival's happinels 
prefented itfelf to his fancy, with all the hor- 
rors of jealoufy; -which took fuch full pof. 
feflion of his foul for fome moments, that he 
was on the point of facrificing the conftable, 
and ev&n Siffredi himfelf, to his refentmenc 
Reaibn, however, by degrees, allayed the vi- 
olence of his tranfports: but theimpoflibility 
he perceived of JMnilhing from Blanch the 
imprefllons flic retained of his infidelity, threw 
him again into defpair. He Battered htmfelf 
with the hopes of eiFacing them, provided he 
could convuie with her at liberty; for which 
purpofe, judging it neceffary to remove the 
conftable, he rciolvcd to have him apprehend- 
ed, as a perfon fufpe£ted of defigns ag^nft ' 
the ftate. He accordingly charged vrim this 
pffice the captain of his a;uards, who, rqiair- 
ing to Belmont, fecured his perfon in the 

twi- 
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twilight, and brought him prifoner to the caftle 
of Palermo. 

This incident filled all Belmont with con- 
ftemation. Siffredi iet out immediately to 
offer himfclf to the king,, as fecurity for his 
fon-in-law, and to reprefent the troublefome 
confequences of fuch an arreft. The prince, 
who expefted this ftcp of his minifter, and 
who was refolved, at all events, to obtain a 
free interview with Blanch, before the Con- 
ftable Ihould be releafed, had exprefsly order- 
ed, that no peribn whatever fliould fpeak with 
him till next day. But, Lcontio, notwith- 
ftanding this order, finding means to get ac- 
ccfs to the king's chamber, prefented himfclf 
before him, faying, " Sir, if a loyal and re- 
fpeftful fubjeft may be allowed to complain 
of his mafter, I am come to complain of you 
toyourfelf. What crime h?s my fon^in-law 
committed ? Has your majefty duly reflefted 
on the eternal reproach you have fixed upon 
my family i and on the confequences of an 
imprifonmcnt, which may alienate from your 
fervice the hearts of thofc who fill the moft 
important polls of the realm ?" — " I have cer- 
tain intelligence ^replied the king) that the 
Conftable carries on a criminal correfpondence 
with the Infant Don Pedro." — *' Criminal 
correfpondence ! (cried Leontio, with furprize) 
Do not believe it. Your majefty is impofed 
upon: treafon never entered the family of 
Siffredi; and the Conftable's being my fon-in- 
law is enough to fcreen him from all fuf- 

VoL. II. D picion 
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picion. — The Conftable is innocent; but-other. 

kcret views have induced you toarreft him." 

" Since you talk to me fo freely frejtlied 
the king) I will fpeak to you in the i'ame 
manner. — You complain of the Conftable's 
being imprifoned; what! have I not ttiore 
caufe to complain of your cruelty? 'Tis you, 
barbarous Sinredil who have robbed me of 
my quiet, and reduced me, by" your officious 
cares, to a condition that makes me envy the 
loweft of mankind. But don't flatter your- 
felf that I will enter . into your fchemes — my 
marriage with Conftanda is refolved upon in 
vain." — *' How, Sir ! (cried Leoijfio, trem- 
bling) can you refufe to marry the princeis, 
after having flattered her with that hope be- 
fore your whole people?" — " If I deceive their 
expetftation (replied the king) afcribe it fole- 
ly to yourlelf. V/hy did you lay me under 
a neceffity of promifmg that which I could 
jiot perform ? Who compelled you to fill 4 
paper, which I gave your daughter, with the ' 
name ,of Conftantia ? You was not ignorant 
of my intention — You tyrannized over the 
heart of Blanch, in making her marry a man 
whom ftie did not love. But what right had 
you to difpofe of mine, in favour of a prin- 
ccfs whom I hate ? Have you forgot that flie 
is tlie daughter of that cruel Matilda, who, 
trampling under her feet all the ties of blood 
and humanity, made my father breathe his laA 
under all the rigours of captivity ? and Ihall 
I efpoufe her ? No, Siffredi ! lay afide that 
hope. 
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hope. — Before you fee the torch of thefe dire- 
ful nuptials lighted, you will fee all Sicily id 
flames, and its.alhes quenched in blood !" 

" What do I hear! (cried I^eontio) Ah, 
Sir ! what a profpeft have you Ibown me ? 
What (crrible threats! — But I am unfeafon- 
ably alarmed (added he in another tone) you 
love your fubjefts too well, to cntiul upon 
them fuch mifery. You will not allpw your- 
fclf to be overcome by love. — You will not 
tarnilh your virtues with the weakneffes of 
ordinary men. If I have beftowed my daugh- 
ter on the conftable, it was done, Sir, with a 
view of acquiring for your majetty a valiant 
fubje£t, who can fupport with his arm, and 
■the troops which are at his difpofal, your in- 
iCTcft againll that of the prince, Don Pedio. 
I thought that in attaching him to.my family, 
by fuch intimate tics_ — "— " Ah ! thefe are 
the ties (cried the prince Henriquez) thefe 
arc the fatal ties riiar have undone me! Cruel 
friend I why t^d you inflift fuch a heavy-ftrokc 
upon me ? Did I order you to man^e my 
concerrs at the expence of my heart? Why 
did you not leave me to fupport my rights by 
myfelf ? Did I want courage to reduce thole 
who Ihould rebel againft me ? I Ihould have 
known how to puriilh the conftablc, -had ihc 
difobeyed me. I know that kings ought not 
to be tyrants, and that the happinefs of their 
peoplfe ihould be their chief aim j but mult 
they therefore be the flaves of tlieir fubjcfts, 
and, from, the moment that heaven chooies 
D 2 . them 
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them to govern, lofc the right that nature 
grants to all men, of difpoling their affections 
fls theypieafe? Ah 1 if they muft not enjoy 
the privilege of the loweft clafs of mortals, 
take back, Siffredi, that fovereign powerwhich 
you would confirm at the expence of my re- 
pofe." 

*' You know very well Sir (replied the 
minifter) that your marriage with the princefs 
was, by the late king, made the condition of 
your fucceflion to the crown." — " And what 
right (anfwered Henriquez) had he to efta- 
.bhlh that condition ? Had he receiv«l fuch 
an unworthy law, when he fucceeded to his 
brother King Charles ? And how came you to 
be ib weak as to fubmit to the unju£t con- 
dition? For, an high chancellor, methinks, 
you are very ill informed of our cuftoms. In 
a word, though I have promifed my hand to 
Conftantia, it was not a voluntary eng^e- 
mcnt, therefore I do not intend to keep my 
word } and if Don Pedro, from- my refufal, 
conceives the hopes of mounting my throne, 
wirhout engaging the people in a quarrel, 
which might coft too much blood, let the 
fword decide, in fingle combat, which of us 
is moft worthy to reign." Leontio, not dar- 
ing to urge him any farther, contented him- 
feu with aflcing, on Ris knees, the enlarge- 
ment of his fon-in-Iaw, whicTi he obtained. 
" Go (faid the king to him) return to Bel- 
mont, whither the Conftable will foon follow 
you." The minifter went away, and got 
back 
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back to Belmont, perfuaded that his fon-in- 
law would not be long behind him. But in 
this he was miilaken : Henriquez refolvcd to 
fee Blanch that night, and therefore deferred 
the releafeof her hulband till next day. 

Mean while the Conftable was tortured with 
the molt cruel refleftions : his imptiibnmenc 
had opened his eyes with regard to the true 
caufe of his misfortune : he, therefore, aban- 
doned himfelf entirely to his jealoufy: and 
renouncing the allegiance he had hitherto fo 
commendably preferved, breathed nothing but 
vengeance. As, he concluded that the king 
would not fail of being with Blanch that night, 
in order to furprize them together, he begged 
the governor of the calUe of Palermo, to let 
him go out, afTuring him that he would re- 
turn to prifon next morning before day. The 
governor, who was entirely devoted to him, 
confented to this the more eafily, as he knew 
that Siffredi had already obtained his liberty, 
and even furnilhed him with a horfe to carry 
him to Belmont 1 where the conftable being 
arrived, he tied his horfe to a tree, entered 
the park by a little door, of which he had 
the key, and was fo lucky as to get into the 
caftle unperceived. He went ftraight ,to the 
apartment of his wife, and concealing him- 
felf in an antechamber behind a fcreen, which 
he found there, propofed to obferve from 
thence all that Qiomd pafs, and to appear fud- 
denly in Blanch's chamber, .at the leaft noife 
he Ihould hear.— -While he was in this fitua- 
D 3 rion, 
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tion, he faw Nifa come out frofti her miftrefij 

4nd retire to the clofet where (he lay. 

Siffiedi's daughter, whb had eafily difcern- 
ed themotiveofhcr hufband's imprifonment, 
concluded that he would not return that night 
to Belmont, although her father had told her 
the king allured him the Conftabte would fct 
out foon after him. She did not doubt that 
Henriquez would take the advantage of that 
conjundlure to vilit and converfe with her at 
liberty; and in this opinion flie waited for the 
prince, in order to reproach him with, an, ac- 
tion which might have terrible confequences, 
in regard to her. — Accordingly, in a little 
time after Nifa had withdrawn, the partition 
opened, and the king came and threw him- 
felf at Blanch's feet, faying, " Madam, do 
riot condemn before you have given me the 
hearing : If I have ordered the Conftable to 
be imprilbncd, confider that it was the only 
means I had left to juftify myftlf; therefore 
impute that artifice to yourfelf alone, Why 
, did you, this Tnoming refufc to hear- me ? 
Alas! to-morrow your huiband will be eri- 
largedi and I (hall never have ^n opportunity 
of TptRking to you again. Hear me, then, 
for this laft time: if the lofs of you makes 
me the molt forlorn of mankind, at lead grant 
me the melancholy confolation of convincing 
yoo, that my infidelity is not the caufeof my 
misfortune; for though I confirmed to Con- 
ftantia the ofler of my hand, it was what I 
cijitld not difpenfc with doing, in the fitua- 
uon 



G I L B L A S. 55, 

tlon to which your father had reduced me. — 
There was a neceflity for my deceiving the 
princefs, for your intereft as well as my own, 
in order to fecure to you the crown as well as 
the perfon of your lover. This I flattered 
myfelf with accomplithing; and had already 
taken nieafures to break that fatal engage- 
ment! but you have deftroyed my plan, and 
by giving yourfelf away too inconfiderately, 
laid up a fund of eternal forrow for two 
hearts, which might have been rendered hap- 
py by the moil inviolable love !" 

He ended this complaint with fuch vifibl;; 
riiarksof real defpair, that Blanch was touched 
with his condition, and no longer doubted his 
innocence, which at firtl gave her fome joy -, 
but afterwards, ftung with the confideratioi 
of her misfortune, " Ahj Sir !• (faid flie vj 
the prince) after the cruel determination of , 
our fate, you increafe my affiidion by letting 
me know that you were not guilty ! What 
have I done ! unfortunate that I am ? my re-, 
fcntment has betrayed me ! I thought myfelf 
abandoned, and in revenge accepted or the 
Conftable's hand, which Was prefented by my 
father ! I am guilty of the crime, and have 
been the caufe of our mutual mithap ! Alas ! 
while I accufed you of having deceived me, 
it was I, too credulous lover! it was I who 
broke thofe bonds which I had fworn to keep 
for ever inviolate ! Revenge yourfelf, Sir, in 
your turn — ^Hate the ungrateful Blanch — 
forget her."—" Ah, Madam ! (faid Henriquez, 
D 4 inter- 



56 ADVENTURES OF 

interrupting hqr with a melancholy air) how ' 
ihall I find means to tear from my heart 
a paQion, which even your injuftice cannot 
extinguifli."— " You muft, nowever, Sir, 
make that effort-," (rt^lied Siffredi's daughter, 
fighing.) *' What! are you capable (rf that 
effort yourfelfj" (faid the king.) " I cannot 
.promife to fucceed ; (anfwered Ihe) but I will 
ipare no pains in the endeavour." — " Ah, 
cruel Blanch! (faid the prince) you will eafily 
forget Henriquez, fince you are able to form 
fuch a defign \" — " And what can you expedl ? 
{replied flie, in a more refolute tone.) Do you 
flatter yourielf, that I will allow you lo con- 
tinue your addrefles ? No, Sir! abandon tEat 
hope. Though I was not born to be a queen, 
heaven never formed me to liften to dilho- 
nourable love. My hufband, as well as you. 
Sir, is defcended from the noble houfe of An- 
jouj and if my duty did not raife an infur- 
mountable obftacle to your gallantry, my 
glory would hinder me from enduring it : I 
conjure you, therefore, to retire. We muft 
fee one another no more." — " Heavens ! what 
barbarity ! (replied the king.) Ah Blanch 
is it poffible that you fliould treat me with 
fuch rigour ? You do not think then, thar 
your being in the arms of the Conftable is 
enough to overwhelm me ! you mull alfo for-' 
bid me your fight, the only confolation I had 
left!" "Fly me, rather, (anfwered the daugh- 
ter of Siffredi, Ihedding fome tears) the fight 
of what one tenderly loves ceafes to be pleaf- 
ing. 
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ing, when the hope of poflTefling it is loft. 
Adieu, Sir! Fly from me. You 'owe that 
effort to your own glory and my reputation. 
I aflc it, alfo, for my quiet: for, in fliort, al- 
though my virtue fliould not be alarmed by, 
the emotions of my heart, the remembrance 
of your tendernefs will entail upon tne fuch 
cruel conflifts, that I Ihall fcarce have ftrength 
enough to maintain them." 

She pronounced thefe words fo paflionately, 
that ftie unwittingly overturned a candleftick 
which ftood 0:1 a table behind her; and the 
candle going out in falling, ihe took it up in 
order to light it again, for which purpofe (he 
opened the door of the antichambcr, and 
went to the clofet of Nifa, who was not yet 
gone to bed. The king, who waited for her 
FCt'Urn, no Iboner faw her approach with the 
light, than he made preffing mftances to her, 
that ffie would fuffer his attachment. The 
Conftable, hearing the prince's voice, rufhed 
into the chamber; fword in hand, almoft at , 
the fame time that his wife entered, and ad- 
vancing towards Henriquez with all the re- 
fentment that his rage infpired, " This is too 
much, tyrant ! (cried he) don't think that I 
am fo bafe as to endure the affront thou haft 
done my honour." — *' Tr^tor (replied the 
king, putting himfelf in a pofture of defence) 
don't imagine that thou art able to execute 
thy defigns with impunity." With thefe words 
they began a combat which was too furious to 
laft long, the Conftable, fearing that Siffrcdi 
D 5 and 
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and his fervants, alarmed at the criesof Blanch, 
would foon come and oppofe his vengeance, 
fought without caution. His rage -divefted 
him of air judgement;, he took his meafurcs 
fq ill that he ran upon his adverfary's fword, 
which entered his body to the hilt, and the 
moment he fell, the king checked his indig- 
nation. 

'Leontio's daughter, touched with the con- 
dition in which (he faw her hufband, and fur- 
mounting the natural reluftance fhe had for 
him, threw herfelf on the floor, aftd fup^ort- 
ed Jiim with the molt eager concern. But that 
unhappy fpoufe was too much prepofleflVd 
againft her, to be affcded with thefe tKpref- 
lions of her grief and compafTion. Death, 
whofe approaches he felt, could not fupprefs 
the tranlborts of his jealoufy ; he faw nothing 
in his laft moments, but the happinefs of his 
rival, and the idea appeared fo horrid, that, 
coUedting all the ftrength he had left, he 
lifted the fwotd which was ftill in his hand, 
and plunged it in the breaft of Blanch, " Die 
({aid he, while he ftabbed her) die, unfaithful 
woman; fmcc the ties of marriage have been 
too weak to preferve that faith v/hich.you 
fwore to me at the altar ! And thou, Hen- 
riquez (added he) boaft not of thy fate- Thou 
canft not enjoy my misfortune, and therefore 
I die fatisfied." Having fpoke thus, he ex- 
pired, and his countenance, covered as it was 
with the fhades of death, ftill retained fome- 
thing fierce and terrible. That of Blanch 
pr«- 
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prelented quite a dificrent fpeftacle. The 
blow ihe received was mortal -, ihe fell upon 
the body of her dying Jpoufe, and the blood 
of this innocent viftim was mixed with that 
of her murtherer, who had executed his cruel 
refolunion lb fuddenly, that the king had not 
time to prevent its efFefts. 
. The unfortunate prince feeing Blanch fall, 
■uttered a loud cry, and more confounded than 
■fhe with the blow that robbed her of life, 
4»aftened to give her the fame fuccour that flic 
had offered to the conftable. But flie faid, 
Svith a faltering voice, " Sir, you may fparc 
youfelf the trouble. I am the victim which 
wnpitying fate demands : may it appeaJe the 
wrath of heaven, and fecure the happinds of 
your rdgn !" As fhe pronounced thefe words, 
Leoncio, brought thither by her cries, f ntered 
the chamber, aud ftruck with theobjefts that 
prefented themfelves to his eyes, -became mo- 
tionldfs where he ftood -, while Blanch, with- 
out perceiving him, continuing to fpeak to 
the king, faid, " Adieu, prince, cherifh my 
memory. My iove and misfornincs claim 
that favour. Entertain no refentment againft 
my father. Coftifon his age and forrow, and 
-dojufticeto his zeal. Above all, make my 
innocence known. This is what I recommend 
to you more than any thing. ' Adieu, my 
dear Henriquez — I die — receive my lait 
.brt-ath." 

So faying, fhe expired-, and the king hav- 
ing kept a melancholy filence for fome ti-ne, 
D 6_ faid 
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faid to SiiFredi, who was overwhelmed with 
woe, *' Behold, Leontio, contemplate your 
own work, and, in this tragical event, con- 
lider the fruit of your oiEcious care and zeal 
for me!" The old man was fo penetrated 
with forrow that he made no reply — but why 
- fhould I pretend to defcribe thofe things which 
no language can exprefs i Let it fuffice to fay, 
that bot^ uttered the molt moving complaints, 
as foon as the greatnefs of their affiii5lion al^ 
lowed them the ufe of fpecch. The king ajl 
his life preferved the molt tender remembrance 
of his miftrefs, and could never be prevailed 
upon to marry Conftantia, who being joined 
by the Infant Don Pedro, they fparcdnothing 
to avail themfelves of Roger's laft: will : but 
they were at laft obliged to yield to prince 
Henriquez, who fubdued all his enemies. As 
for Siffredi, the grief he felt for having been 
the caufe of fo many misfortunes, detached 
him from the world, and rendered his native 
country infupportable to him : he, therefore, 
abandoned Sicily, and crolling over into Spain ^ 
with Portia, the only child he had left, pur- 
chafed this caftle, where he lived near fifteen 
years after BUnch.'s death, and had the com- 
fort, before he died, of feeing Portia fettled : 
flie married Don Jerome de Silva, and I am 
the only fruit of that marriage. Tliis (added 
the widow of Don Pedro de Pinares) is" the 
hiftory of my family, and a faithful account 
of the misfortunes reprefentd in that picture, 
which my grandfather, Leontio, ordered to 
be 
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be drawn as a monument of the fatal adven- 
ture to his pofterity. 

C H A P. V. 

The behaviottr of Aitrera de Cufinan at So- 
lamanca. 

ORTIZ, her companions, and I, having 
heard this relation, witJidrew, and len 
Aurora and Elvira in the hall, where they 
fpent the reft of the day in converfation. Far 
from being tired with one another, next day, 
when we fet out, they were as much aSefted 
at parting as two friends who have long lived 
agreeably together. 

At laft we arrived (without meeting any bad 
accident) at Salamanca*, where we immedi- 
ately took a houfe ready furnilhed, and Dame 
Ortiz, as we had concerted it, affomed the 
name of Donna KimenadeGufman. . She had 
been too long a duenna not to be a good ac- 
trcfsj accordingly, going out one morning 
with Aurora, a waiting maid, and vatet, (he 
repaired to a houfe where lodgings were let, 
and where we underftood Pacheco ufually 
lived. Havingafked if they had an apartment 
to lett, they anfwered in the affirmative, and 
ihowed her into one pretty handfomely fur- 
nilhed, which (he hired immediately, giving 
earneft to the landlady, and telling her, that 
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it wfts. defigndd for one 6f her nephews who 
was coming from Toledo, to, ftudy at Sala- 
manca, and would arrive that very day. 

The duenna &nd mymiftreiB having fecured 
.this lodging, went home " again, and the far 
Aurora, wiihouclofing time, transformed her- 
felf into a cavalier; covering her black hair 
■with a light-coloured tour, painting her eye- 
brows of the fame complexion, and adjufting 
herfelf irt fuch a manner as tiiat (he might very 
well pftfs for a young nobfemsn. Her car- 
riage was free and eafy, and excepting her face, 
which was a little too handfomefor a man/ 
•nothing could poflibly betray her difguife: 
her maid, who was to ferve in quality of 
page, took the drefs alfo,. and we were under 
-no apprehenfion of her ill afting, for flie had 
a good modeft aflurance in her air, which was 
very well adapted for the part Ihe was to play. 
In the afternoon, thefe two aftreflcs being 
in a condition to appear on thcftage, (that is, 
in the lodging which had been taken,) I ac- 
companied them thither iri a coach, with all 
the baggage we flibuld have occafion for. 

The landlady, whole name was Bernarda 
■Ramirez, received us with great civility, and 
conduced us to our apartment, where we be- 
gan to enter into converfation, and agreed with 
her for our board by the month. Then alking 
if Ihe had a good many boarders, fhe replied^ 
" I have none at preferjt. I might have abun- 
dance, if I would take all forts 01 people; but 
I receive none but young noblemen; and I ex- 
pert 
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pe£t one this evenihg, who comes from Ma- 
drid to finifh his ftudies. His name is Don 
Lewis de Pacheco; perhaps you may have 
heard oflhitri." — " No (faid Aurora) I knovf 
nothing of him, and you wjU oblige me by 
letting me know what fort of a man he is, 
fince I am to lodge in the fame houfe wi;h 
him."—" Sir (anfwered the landlady, look- 
ing at the f^lfe cavalier) he is quite a fine 
figure, and pretty- much of you own make. 
Ah '. how happy you will be in one another ! 
By St. Jago, I may boaft of having at my 
houfe two of themoft handfome noblemen in 
Spain." — " This Don Lewis (replied my mi- 
ftreis) has doubtlefs a thoufand love-intrigueS 
in Salamanca?" — "Yes, I'll aflure you (faid 
the old woman) he is a briflc gallant, imon 
my word. He has no moic to do, but fhow 
himfelf and conquer; and among others, he 
has-quite captivated a lady of youth and 
beauty, whofe name is Ifabella, an old law;- 
yer's daughter, who is fond of him to diiirac- ; 
tion." — " And tell me, good mother (cried 
Aurora, interrupting her with precipitation) 
is he as much in love with her?" — " He was; 
(replied Bernarda Ramirez) before his de- 
parture for IVIadrid ; but I do not know if he 
■retains his paffion for her ftill ; for in thefe 
points he is not much to be depended uponj 
but (kips from woman to woman, £S all young 
gentleman ufually do." 

The good widow had fcarce done fpeaking, 

when hearing a noiie in the court-yard, we 

looked 
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looked through the window, and perceived 
two men alighting from their hories : thefe 
where no other than Don Lewis de Pacheco 
himfelf, juft arrived from Madrid, with his 
valet de chambre. Upon which the old wo- 
man left vis, Jn order to receive him, and my 
tqiftrefs prepared herfelf (not without emo- 
tion) to play the part of Don Felix. Don 
Lewis in a Jhort time entered our apartment 
in his boots, and faluted Aurora, faying, 
** Underftanding that a young nobleman of 
Toledo is a lodger here, I b^ leave toexprefs 
my joy in having him for a companion." 
While my miftrefs returned this compliment, 
Pacheco feemed furprifed to fee fuch an ami- 
able cavalier ; and could not help telling her, • 
that he had never before beheld any man fo 
handfome and gerKeelly made. A great many 
civilities pafled on both fides, after wluch 
Don Lewis retired to the apartment allotted 
tor him. 

While he was Ihifting and drefling, a fort 
of page, who wanted to deliver a letter to hi ji, 
meeting Aurora on the ftair-cafe by accident, 
miftook her for Don Lewis, and giving her 
the billet, faid, '• Signer cavalier, though I 
have never before feen Signor Pacheco, I be- 
lieve I need not aflc if you are he, being pcr- 
fuaded thatl am not miftaken." — " No, friend, 
(replied my miftrefs, with admirable prefcncc 
of mind) you are affuredly not miftaken, and 
you af quit yourfelf of your commiflion furpri- 
lingly well. I am DonLewis de Pacheco ; you 
may 



G I L B L A S. 65^ 

m^ return ! and I will take care to Jend an 
anlwer very Toon. .The page difappcaring, 
Aurora ftiut herfelf up with her maid and me, 
and opening the letter, read thcfe words.— 

" TTT'ITH what joy did I receive the 
" VV news of your arrival at Salamanca ! 
" My tranfport had well nigh got the better 
" of my reafon! — But is IlabclTa ftill dear to 
" you ? make haAe, and aflure her in penbn 
" of your conftancy : though fhe will fcarce 
" be able to fupport the pleafure of finding 
*' you unchanged !" 

" This billet {Taid Aurora) proclaims the 
violence of the author's paffion j and the lady 
is a rival not to be contemned. I muft fpare 
nothing to detach Don Lewis from her, and 
even to hinder him from feeing her : the un- 
dertaking, I own, is difficult; but neverthc- 
lefs, I don't defpair of fuccefs." Accordingly 
my miftrefs having mufed a minute or two, 
added, '* I'll engage there Ihall be a breach 
between them in iefs than four-and-twenty 
hours." Pacheco having taken a little repofe 
in his own apartment, returned to our's, and 
renewed his converfation with Aurora, before 
fuppcr. " Signor cavalier [faid he t<vher, 
with an air of pleafantry) I believe the huf- 
bands and lovers will have no caufe to rejoice 
at your arrival at Salamanca ; but rather nave 
reafon to be uneafy : as for my own part, I 
tremble for my conquefts."— '* Hark'e (an- 
fwercd 
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fwered my miftrefs, in the . fame tone) yoiff 
fear is not itl grounded; Don Felix de Mcn- 
doza is a formidable man, 1 affiire yovi. I 
have beeii in this country before, and know 
that the women here are not inH-nfible: about 
a month ago, in my way through this city, I 
ftopped here eight days, and 1 will tell you in 
confidence, that I inflai-ned an old lawyer's 
daughter." 

I perceived C)on Lewis djfordered at thefe 
words. " May one, without being thought 
impertinent (faid hel afk the lady's name?" 
" How! without being thought impertinent! 
{cried the pretended Don Felix) why Ihouid I 
jnake a im-ftcry of it to you ? Do you think me 
niore reftTi'cd than other noblemen of my 
age? you muft not do me fuch injuftice. 
Befides, between you and me, the objeft does 
not dcferve fuch delicacy. She's only a pitiful 
citizen; and a man of quality, you know, is 
never ferioufly engrofied by fuch abigails j 
but thinks he does them an honour in de- 
■ Bauchingthem. I will, therefore, without ce- 
remony, acquaint you with the name of the 
lawyer^sdaughter,.whichis, Ifabella" — ;" And 
'the lawyer (cried Pacheco, interrupting her 
with impatience) is not he called Signer Mur- 
tia (ft la I .ianna ?" — " The very fame (replied 
my miftrefs) here is a letter which I received 
from herjuft now. You may read it, and fee 
w^iether or not the lady has a kindnefs for 
me." Don Lewis calling his eyes over the 
billet, knew the hand, and was ftruck dumb 
with 
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with confufion. " What is the matter ? '(addeii 
Aurora, with an air of aftonilhment) you 
change colour ! I beheve (God forgive me !) 
that you hare fomc concern in this lady. Ah ! 
how vexed am I for having fboke of her fo 
freely!". 

" I think myfelf obliged to you for your 
information (faid Don Lewis, in a tran^ort 
of angcrand difdain) Perfidious, fickle crea- 
ture ! Don Felix, I arti bound to you for ever. 
You have extricated me out of an error, iri : 
which I might have remained a long time, 1 
thought mylelf beloved. Beloved, did I fay ? -. 
I believed myfelf adored by that Ifabella. I 
had, indeed, fome regard tor the creature i 
but now I fee fhe is a coqucl who dcferves no- 
thing but contempt." — " I ;ipplaud your re- 
fentment (faid Aurora, feigning indignation 
In her turn) a lawyer's 'daughter ought to 
think herfelf very happy in having fuch an 
accompliflied nobleman as Vuu for her lover. 
Her inconftancy is inexcufabic; and far froni 
accepting the facrifice fhe makes of you, I in- 
tend to punifh her by ilightin'^ her favours.'* 
"For my part (replied pLicneco) the only 
vengeance that I ihall take, is never to fee her 
again."-^*' You arein the right (cried the falfe . 
Mendoza;) nevcrthctefs, that fhe may know 
how much we both defpife her, I think each, 
of us fhould write to'her ah riifult'mg letter^ 
which I will enclofe hi one 'papei', and fend as 
anfwer to this' her billet. But, before we pro- 
ceed to tills extremity, coniuU your heart. 
Perhaps, 
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Perhaps you will, one day, repent of having 
broke with Ifabella." — ^" No, no ! ( faid Don 
Lewis) I fhall never be fo weak ; and in the 
mean time confent to n^ortify the ungrateful 
creature, as you have propofed," 

I was accordingly fent for paper, pen, and 
ink, and both or them fet about compofing 
very obliging letters for the daughter of Doc- 
tor Murcia la Lianna. Pacheco, in particur 
lar, could not find terms ftrong enough to 
exprefs his fcntiments, and tore five or fijc 
half-finifhed billets, becaufe he thought they 
were not fufficiently fcvere. One, however, 
he was fatisfied with at laftj and no doubt he 
had reafon fo to be ; for it contained thefc 
words : ** Learn to know yourfelf, my prin- 
** cefs, and be no longer fo vain as to believe 
*' that I love you. If I am captivated, it 
" muft be with other kind of merit than 
" your's, which is fcarce fufficient to amufc 
*' me for a few moments; and only calculated 
** for diverting the meaneft: fcholars of the 
" univerfity." — This courteous letter being 
written, and Aurora having finilhed her's, 
which was not a whit milder; Ihe fealed them 
both, and enclofing them together, gave me 
the packet, faying, *' There, Gil Bias, be 
fure to deliver this to Ifabella this evening.— 
Youunderftand me?" (added Ihe, tippingnjc 
the wink, the meaning of which I could eafily 
comprehend.) " Yes, Sir (anfwercd I) the 
thing fball be done to your wifti." 

At - 
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At the fame time, I went out, and being 
in the ftreet, faid to myfelf, " Oho ! Gil Bias, 
then it feems you play the valet in this farce. 
Well friend, mow that you have wit enough 
to perform fuch a fine part. Signor Don 
Felix (as you fee) depends fo much on your 
undtrftanding, that he contents himfelf with 
giving you a fign only. Is he to blame for 
that ? No. I conceive his meaning : he de- 
iires that I Ihould deliver this billet of Don 
Lewis only. That is the interpretation of 
the lign, than which nothing could be more 
intelligible." I did not hefitate in opening the 
packet, from which I took Pacheco's letter, 
and carried it to the houfe of Doftor Marcia, 
having loon informed myfelf whereabouts he 
lived. Finding the little page who had been 
at our lodgings, at the door; ** Brother (faid 
■ I) don't you ferve the daughter of Mr. Doc- 
tor, Murcia ?" When he anfwered in the aflir- 
mative, '* You have fuch an obligii^ phyfi- 
c^omy (I relied) that I take the hbmy to 
defire you will deliver ■ a love-letter to your 
miftrefs." 

The page afltcd from whom I brought it % 
and I no fooner told him that ic came from 
Don Lewis de Pacheco, than he faid, *' Since 
it is fo, follow me j I have orders to bring you 
in, Ifabella wants to talk with you." I al- 
lowed myfelf, thefefore, to be introduced in- 
to a clolet, where I did not flay long before 
the lady appeared} and I was ftruck with the 
beauty of her face, having never beheld more 
delicate 
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delic^Ke fea,turcs. Her idr was §ffefttd afid 
childiih-, but for all that, flie had walked 
without leading ftrings for thirty good years 
tt leaft. *' Friend (faid fhe to me, with a 
finiling air) do you belong to Don Lewis de 
Pacheco ?" I anfwered thai I h^d been his valet 
de chambre this three weeks i and then deli- 
vered the fatal letter, which flie read oyer tjyicc 
or thrice, and feem.ed to diftrult the evidence 
of her own fcnles. It is very certain, ibe ex- 
pected nothing iefs than firch an anfwer. She 
lifted up her eyes towards heaven, bit her lips, 
and for fome time difcovered, by her counte- 
nance, the pangs which her heart endured. 
Then all of a fudden, addreffing herfelf to 
me, *' Friend (fadd IheJ is Don Lewis run 
mad ?" Tell me, if you know, why he writes 
to me in this gallant ftile. What daemon 
poflefles him? If he had a mind to break 
with me, could he not have done it without ' 
affronting me, with, fuch abuiive letters?" 

" Madam (f^d I) my mafter is certanly 
to blarae ; but he was in fome mcafure forced 
to it. If you willpromife to keep the f^cret, 
Twilldifcovcr the' whole myfttry,". — " I do 
proraifc ; (laid (he, interrupting me with pre- 
cipitation) don't be afraid of my expofmg 
you, but freely explain yourfclf." — " Well, 
then (I relumed) this is, briefly, the affair. 
Immediately :ifcer he had received ycui letter, 
a lady, covered with a very thick ved, came 
to our loi'ging, and alking' for Signor Pa- 
checo, fpoke with him in private a good 
while; 
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whUe i and toii^rds the «loJe of the conyerfa- 
tion,' I overheard her fay to him, " Yotr 
fwear to me that you will never fee her again : 
but that is not all — You myft alfo, for my 
fatisfaftion, this infliant write to her a billet 
which I will didace, and this I exaftof you.** 
Don Lewis did as ih,e defired, then putting 
the letter into my hand, " Enquire (faid he) 
where Doftor Murcia de Lianna lives, and 
convey, with addreis, this paper to his daugh- 
ter Ifabeila." 

So that you fee. Madam (added IJl thii 
djfobliging letter is the work qf a rival, and 
confeqiiently, my maftej- is not fo much to 
blame, " O heaven! (cried Ibe) he is more 
fo than I imagined! His infidelity injures me 
more than the fpiteful words which his hand 
wrote. Ah! the perfidious wretch! he has 
entered into, other engagements. — ^^But (added 
Jhe, aflbming a lofty air) let him abandorj 
himfelf to his new name without conftraint, 
I don't intend to thwart him. Tell him, that 
he had no occafion to infult me, in order to 
make me leave the field free to my rival-, and 
that I defpife fuch a fickle lover too much, to 
have the leaft defire of recalling him." So 
faying, fh,e difmiifed me, and retired very 
much irritated againft Don Lewis ; while j 
went away very well latisfiedwith myfelf, and 

r;rfuadea that if 1- fhould fet up for a genius, 
(hould foon become a moft dextrous cJieat. — 
I returned to our lodgings, where I found Men- 
doza.ajid Pacheco at fupper, con verfing to- 
gether 
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gethcr, as if they had been old acquaintances. 
Aurora, perceiving by my chearful counter 
nance, tlut I had not acquitted myfelf ill of 
my commiflioni *' So, thou art returned, 
Gil Bias (faid Jhe ;) give us an account of thy 
meffage." Being obliged to truft to my own 
finefle ag^n, I told them that I had delivered 
the packet with my own handj and that 
IfabcUa, after having read the two billet-doux 
which it contained, inftead of iecming dif- 
coneerted, fell a laughing like one who had 
loft her fenfes ; faying, " Upon my confci- 
ence, young noblemen have an excellent ftyle! 
It muft be owned, that other people don*t 
write half fo agreeably.'* — ** A fine way of dif- 
embarrafling nerfelf! (cried my miftrcfs) flie 
muft certainly be a finilhcd coquet." — " As 
forme (faid Don Lewis) I ftiould never know 
Ifabella by fuch behaviour : flie muft have 
entirely changed her charafter during my ab- 
fcnce."— " I conld not havethought her fuch a 
perfcMi, indeed (replied Aurora,) but we muft 
allow that there are women who can afTume a 
great many different ftiapes : I was once in 
krve with one of thefe, who made me her 
dupe a long time : Gil Bias you can tell that 
flie had an air of virtue, which might have 
deceived the whole world." — " Yes, truly 
(faid I, mingling in the converfation) (he had 
a look that would have decoyed the moft 
■wary. I, myfelf, might have been trepanned 
by it." 

The 
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The pretended Mendoza and Pacheco burft 
into a loud laugh, on hearing me talk thus: 
one, becaufe I bore witncfs againft an imagi- 
nary lady ; and the other, on account of tTie 
expreflion I had ufed. We' continued dif- 
courfing of women who have the art of dif- 
fcmbling, and the refult of our converfation 
was, that Ifabella was accufed in due form, and 
conyiacd of being an arrant jilt. 

Don Lewis protefted anew, that he would, 
nevtr fee her, and Don Felix, by his example, 
fwore he would always have the moft perfeft 
contempt for her. After thefe proteftations, 
thCT profellcd a mutu^ fricndfhip, and pro- 
mifed £o conceal nothing from one another. 
Supper being over, they proceeded to com- 
pliments i and, at laft, parted to go to bed, 
each in his own apartment. I followed Au- 
rora to her*s, where I gave an exad account 
of the converfation I had with the doiftor's 
daughter, not forgetting the leaft circum- 
ftance. I thought Ihe would have embraced 
me in the tranlport of her joy, *• Dear Gil 
Bias (faid flie) I am charmed with thy un- 
derftanding ! When one is fo unfortunate as 
to be engaged in a pallion which compels us- 
to have recourfe to ftrati^ms, it is a great 
advantage to have in our interefts fuch a fen- 
fible young fellow as thee. Courage, my 
friend •, we have removed a rival who might 
have given us a world of trouble. This is 
no bad prc^noftick : but as lovers are fubjed: 
to ftrange relapfes, I think we muft make a 
Vol. II. E ftronj 
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flxong pufh, and bring Aurora de Guzman on 
the ftage to-morrow." I , approved of the 
fcheme, and, kaving Signor Don Felix with 
his page, retired to bed. 

C H A P. VI. 

^be flratagems fraHifed by Aurora^ to activate 
Don Levns de Pacbece. 

THE two new friends meeting next morn- 
ing, began the day with embraces, which 
Aurora was obliged to give and receive in 
order to a£t the part of Don Felix. They 
went out to walk, and I accompanied them 
with Clulindron, the valet of Don I-ewis ; 
when Hopping at the univerfity, to look at 
the titles of books that were parted on the 
gate, which a.^od manyTpeople amuled them- 
ftlvts in reading, 1 perceived a little maa 
among them, who gave his opinion of all the 
different works that were fo publilhcd.' I ob- 
ferved that he was heard with great attentioi^ 
which I fancied at the fame time he believed 
was no more than his due : for he feemed 
vain and .pofitive, as little men commonly are. 
" That new tranflation of Horace (faid he) 
which you kt advertifed in fuch large cha- 
racters, is a work in profe, compofed by an 
old college-author — a book in great efteem 
among the ftudcnts, who have already con- 
fumed four editions of it ; and yet there is 
not one man of tarte who has purchafed fo 
much.as .a Jingle copy." His judgemfint was 
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not a whic more favourable for the other 
books, which he ridiculfd without exception; 
fothac, 10 alt likelihood, he was an author 
himfclf. I fhould not have been tired of 
hexring him to an end, but was obliged to 
foUow Don licwis and Don Felix, who, being 
as little pleafed with his dilcourfe, asinterelled 
in the books which be enured, left him to 
the eojoyraent of his own criticifm. 

We came home at dixmer-time, and my 
miftrefs, fitting down at table with Pacheco, 
artfully turned the converlation on her own 
family. " My father (faid (he) is a cadet of 
the houfe of Mendoza, andfettled at Toledo; 
my mother is fifter toDcnjna Kimena deCuf- 
man, who cauieto Salamanca fome days ago, 
on an affair of importsflce, with her niece 
Aur(»'a, the only t&ughter of Pon Vincent 
de Gufman, who, perhaps, you know." 
" No (replied Don Lewis) but I have often 
beard of him, as well as of your coiufin Au- 
rora. Am I to believe what is reported of 
her ? I am affured that nothing equais her 
underftanding but her beauty," — " As for 
wdefftanding (refumcd Don felix) flie bas ^ 
pretty good 0iare, and that well cultivated: 
but I don't think her fo very handfome. Peo- 
ple fay diat Jbe a*id I very much refemble one 
another," — " If that be the cafe (cried Pa- 
checo) Ihe deferves the reputation Ihe has 
got: your features are r^ular ; your coufin 
mull; be quite enchanting. I wilh I had an 
opportunity of feeing and converfing with 
E 2 her." 
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her." — ** lundertake to fatisfy your curiofity 
(replied the pretended Mcndoza) and will car- 
ry you to my aunt*s houie this very after- 
noon." My miftrefs, all of a fudden, changed 
the difcourfc, and talked on indifferent lub- 
jefts. After dinner, while they were prepar- 
ing to go and vifit Donna Kimena,- I was be- 
forehand with them, and ran to advertife the 
duenna, that flie might be ready to receive 
them J then, returning inftantly, accompanied 
Don Felix, who cmidufted Don Lewis to the 
houfe of his aunt. But they had fcarce en- 
tered the houfe, when they met Dame Kime- 
, na, who defired them by a fign, to make no 
noife. ** Hulh ! hufli ! (faid (be, with a low 
voice) you will wake my niece, who has been 
tormented fince yeftcrday with a terrible head- 
ach, which has juft left her, and the poor 
child has been afleep about a quarter of an 
hour." — " I am forry for this difappbintment 
(faid Mendoza; ' I was in good hopes of fee- 
ing my coufin, and had pmmifed:. that plea- 
fure to my friend Pacheco." — ** The affair is 
" not very urgent (replied Ortiz, fmilingO you 
may defer it till to-morrow." The cavaliers 
'coiiverfed a little while with the old gentlewo- 
man, and then retired. 

Don Lewis carried us to the houle of one 
of his friends, a gentleman whofe name was 
Don Gabriel de Pedros, with whom we fbent 
the reft of the day, fupped, and did not think 
of coming home till two o'clock in the morn- 
ing. We had got about half way, when we 
ftum- 
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ftumbled over two men lying ftretchfcd upon: 
t2ie ground. Thinking they were unfortu- 
nate people who had been afliflinated, we 
(lopped, to give them afliftance, provided it was • 
not too late j and as we endeavoured to in- 
form ourlclvcs of their condition, as well as; 
the dafknefs of the night would allow, the 
patrole came up, and the commander, taking 
us. at firft for the murtherers, ordered his men 
to furround US; but he conceived a more fa-- 
vourable opinion of our morals, when he heard 
us fpeak, and, by the help, of a dark lan- 
tern, law the faces of Mendoza and Pache- 
co. His foldiers being ordered to examine. 
the condition of the two men, who we fan- 
cied had been (lain, found that it was a fat- 
licentiate and his man, 'both in liquor, or 
rather deep drunk. " Gentlemen (cried one 
of the guard) I know this' epicure j it is Si- 
, gnor the licentiate Gxiyomar, rtftor of our 
univerfity: notwithftanding the pickle you 
fte him in now, he' is a great man, a wonder-- 
ful genius! There is not a philofopher in Sa-' 
lamanca whom he cannot confute in an argu-. 
ment. He has an unparelleled flow of words : 
■ 'tis pity that he is a litde addided to law-fuits, 
the bottle, and a wench. He was, no doubt, 
on his return from flipping with his IfabcUa, 
~ where unluckly his man getting as drunk as 
himl'elf, they have both tumbled into the ken- 
nel. Before the good licentiate was re£tor, ■ 
this misfortune frequently happened -to him*, 
and, you fee, honors don't always change the 
E .3 man." 
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man." We left thofe drunkards in the hands 
<rf the pairole, who undertook to cany them 
hcmie, and, returning' to our lodging, every 
one went to reft. , 

Don Felix and Don Lewis getting up abouf 
noon, Aurora waa the firft futgeft of their 
difcourfe. — ** Gil Bias (faid my miftrcfs to 
tne) go to my aunt, Donna Kimena, and a(k 
if Signer Pacheco and 1 can have the pleafurc 
of feeing my coufin to-day.*' I went out to 
acquit myfelf of this' commiflion, or rather, 
to concert with the duenna what was to be 
dtmc : and when we had taken our meafures, 
I- returned to the falfe Mendoza, faying-, 
" Signer, your coufin Aurora-is furprifingly 
well, and charged me to alTure you from her, 
that your- vifit will be very agreeable t and 
Donna Kimena bid me aflure Signer Pacheco 
that he Ihall always be welcome at her houfe, 
on your account." 

I perceived that Don Lewis was mightily 
pleafcd with thde laft words: my miftrefs ob- 
ferved the fame, and drew a happy prefage 
from her remark. Immediarely before din- 
ner, Signora Kimena's valet appeared, and 
faid to -Don Felix, " Signor, a man from 
Toledo has been enquiring for you at your 
aunt's houfe, and left this n6re." The pre^ 
tended Mendoza opened it, and read aloud 
thefe words : " If you are defirous of hearing 
*' news of your father, and of being made 
*' acquainted with other things of coafcquencc 
** to you, fail not, on receipt of this, to te- 
" pair 
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*• pair to the Black-Horfe, near the univer- 
" fity," — " I am (faid he) too curious to 
hear ihefe things of confequence, not to fa- 
tisfy my dcfire inftanily. Without t^ing 
leave of you, Pacheco (added he) if I don't 
return in two hours, you may go by yourfclf 
to my aunt's, and I will come to you there, 
after dinner. You know what Gil Bias has 
told you from Donna Kimena, and you have 
a right to make the vifit." So faying, he 
went out, and ordered me to follow him. 

You may eafily guefs, that, inltead of going 
to the BlacK-Horle, we took the road to the 
houfe where Ortiz lived, where, as foon as we 
arrived, Aurora took off her fair-coloured 
tour, walhird and rubbed htr eye-brows, drcf- 
ied herlitlf like a woman, and became a very 
h*ndlbme black-eyed lady, as fhe naturally 
was: for her difguife had changed her fo 
much, that Aurora and Don Felix appeared to 
be two different people. She even feemed a 
great deal taller, as a woman, than as a man, 
to which, indeed, her ihoe-heels, that were ex-, 
ceflively high, contributed not a little. "When 
flie had improved her charms with all the af- 
fiftance that art. could beftow, Ihe expefted 
Don Lewis with 3n ^itation compofed of 
hopeand.fear. Sometimes ftie confided in her 
beauty and wic, and fometimes was afraid that 
her attempt would be unfuccefsful, Ortiz, on 
the other fide, fummoned all her fineffe to fe- 
cond my niiftrefs ; aTid I, that Pacheco might; 
not fee me in the houf^ like thofe players 
E 4 who 
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who appear on in the laft aft, concealed.' 
myfelf till cowards the end of the vifjt, -by go- 
ing out as foon as I had dined. 

In fhort, every thing was In order when 
Don Lewis arrivt;d. He was received in a 
very agreeable manner by lady Kimena, and 
enjoyed a converfation with Aurora two or 
three hours long j at the end of which I came 
into the room where they were, and addreffing 
myfelf to the cavalier, " Signer (faid I) my 
mafter, Don Felix, cannot be here to-day j 
but begs you will excufe him» becaufe he is 
in company with three men from Toledo, of 
whom he cannot difengage himfelf.'* — " Ah, 
the little rake ! (cried Donna Kimena) he is 
certainly fet in to hard drinking." — ** No ! 
madam (I replied) they are difcourling toge- 
ther of very ferious afiFairs. He is heartily 
forry that he cannot wait upon you, and or- 
dered me to make his apology to you and 
Donna Aurora."^-" Oh! I'll nave none of his 
apologies (faid my miftrefs ;) he knows I have 
been indifpofed, and ought to fliow a little 
more concern for his relation. In order to' 
punifii him for his indifference, he Ihan't fee 
me thefc fifteen days," — " Ah,* madam! (faid 
Don Lewis) do not form fuch a cruel refolu- 
tion : Don Felix is rather to be pitied for not 
being able to vifit you." 

They diverted themfelves for fome time 
with this fubjeft, and then Pachcco withdrew. 
The fair Aurora immediately transformed ber- 
felf and refuming the appearance of a cava- 
lier, 
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licr, returned to the lodgings" as foon as fhe 
could. " 1 afk pardon, my dear friend (faid 
flie to Don Lewis) for failing to meet you at 
my aunt's, but I could not get rid of the peo- 
ple in whofe company I was : what confbles 
me for the difappointment is, that you have 
at leaft had leilure to fatisfy your curiofity. 
Well, what do you think of my coufm f" 
" I am enchanted by her ! (anfwcrcdPachcco) 
you had reafon to fay Ihe refcnibled you. I 
never faw features more alike : the fame turn 
of face, the fame eyes, the fame mouth, and 
tone of voice! there is, however, fome dif- 
ference between you. Aurora is a little taller 
than you : flie is black, and you are fair. You 
are merry, and ihe is grave. Thele are what 
diftinguifh you the one from the other. As" 
for underftanding (added he) I do not believe 
a celeftial being can have more than your 
ooufin. In a word, (he Is a lady of accom- 
plilhed merit." 

Signor Pacheco pronounced thcfe laft words 
with fo much vivacity, that Don Felix faid, 
fmiling, *' Friend, I advife you for the fake 
of your repofe, to go no more to Donna Ki- 
mena's. Aurora de Gufman may make your 
heart ach, and infpire you with a paflion." 
" There is no occafion for another fight of 
her to make me in love (faid he, interrupt- 
inghim) that is done already." — " i am forry 
for it (replied the pretended Mendoza) for 
you are not one of thofe who can attach thcm- 
felves to one, and my coufin is no Ifabella. 
£ 5 X can 
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I can affure you before-hand, that (he mil 
neverliften to a lover, except on honourable 
terms." — " Honourable terms ! {replied Don 
Lewis) fure nobody would offer any other to 
a young lady of her birth. Alas ! I fhould_ 
think rayfeli the happielt of men, if flic would 
approve of my addrefles, and confent ro join 
her deftiny with mine." 

" Since you talk in that ftile (faid Don Fe- 
lix) I am interefted in your behalf. Yes, I 
lift myfelf in your fervice — offer you all my 
influence with Aurora, and will to-morrow 
bring over my aunt, who has a great fway 
over her." Pacheco returned a thoufand 
thanks to the cavalier who made him fuch fair 
gromifes ; and we perceived, with joy, that 
Qur ftratagem could not fucceed better. Next 
day, we increafed the love of Don Lewis, by 
a new invention. My miftrefs having been 
with Donna Kimena on pretence to render her 
favourable to that cavalier, came back and 
laid to him, " I have fpoke to my aunt, 
whom with mucli difficulty I have made your 
friend. She was furioufly prejudiced againft 
you: for fomebody or other had made her- 
believe that you was a downright Ubertine : 
but I undertook your defence with ^gernefs, 
and at hii deftroyed the bad ImprefTidn Ihe 
had received of your morals." 

" This is not all (purfucd Aurcn^) you 

muft talk with my aunt, in my prcfcnce, and 

tlien we'fliall make fure of her afllftance." 

Pacheco cxpreHed extreme impatience to dif- 

couric 
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a>urfe with Donna Kimena, and that fatisfac- 
tion was granted to him next -morning, when 
the falle Mendoza conduced him to Madam 
Ortiz, and thty three had a long convcrfatioa, 
in which Don Lewis (howed that he had al- 
lowed tiimfclf to be very much captivated, in 
a very little time. The artful Kimena feigned 
to be moved with all the tenderncfs he expref- 
fed, and promifed her utmoft endeavours to 
engage her niece to marry him. Pacheco im- 
mediately threw himfelf at the feet of fuch a 
kind aunt, and thanked her for her friend- 
Ihip: whereupon Don Felix aiked if his coufm 
was up ? " No (anfwered the duenna) Jhe is 
ftiU a-bed, and you cannot fee her at prefcnt, 
but return this afternoon and you may con- 
verfe' with her at leifure." — This anfwer of . 
Madam Kimena redoubled (as you may well 
believe) the joy of Don Lewis, who thought 
the Teft of the forenopn extremely tedious, 
and went back to his lodgings with Mendoza, 
who was not a little pleafed with obferring in 
him all the marks of genuine love. ^ 

They talked of rtothing but Aurora, and 
when they had dined, Don Felix faid to Pa- 
checo, '• There's a thought come into my 
bead. I am of opinion, that I Ihould go to 
my aunt's fome minutes before you, andliave 
ft little chat with my coulin, that I may, if 
poffibU, difcover the difpofition of her heart 
toirard* you." Don Lewis, appr9ving this 
fcheme, let his friend go before, and did not 
fet out till an hour after. So> my miftrefs 
£ 6 made 
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made fuch good life of her time, that fhe was. 
drefled tike a lady when" her lover arrived. 
*' I thought (faid the cavalier, after having 
faluted Aurora and the duenna) «o have found 
Don Felix here," — *' You will fee' him imme- 
diately (anfwered Donna Kimena) he is writ- 
ing in my clofet." Upon which, Pacheco 
feemcd to fwallow the trick, and entered into 
converfation with the ladies. But, notwith- 
flanding the prefcnce of the beloved obje6t, 
he perceived that the hours ftole away, with- 
out Mendoza's appearing; and, as he could 
not help teltifying fome furprize at it, Aurora,- 
changing countenance all of a fudden, b^an 
to laugh, and faid to Don Lewis, " Is it pof- 
fible that you have no fufpicion of the trick 
which has been played upon you ? Do an 
artificial light-coloured tour, and painted eye- 
brows, make me fo unlike myfelf, that you 
have been miftaken by them hitherto ? Unde- 
ceive youriiflf then, Pacheco (continued (he, 
refuming an air of gravity) and know that 
Don Felix de Mendoza and Aurora de Guf- 
■ man are but one and the fame perfon." 

She was not contented with extricating him 
out of his error, but alfo owned her paflion 
for him, and informed him of all thefteps Ihe 
had taken towards its fuccefs. '.Don Lewis, 
ro lefs charmed than furprized with what he 
heard, threw himfelf at her feet, exclaiming 
in a tranfport of joy, " Ah, beautiful Auro- 
ra ! may I then believe myfelf the happy mor- 
tal whom you have favoured fo much. How 
fliaU 
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fiiall I recompenfe your goodnefs, which the 
molt perfe£t love can never enough repay ?" 
Thefe words were accompanied with a thou- 
fand more padionate and tender exprefiioris : 
after which, the two lovers conferred upon 
the meafures that were to be taken towards 
the accomplifhment of their mutual defiresi 
and it was refolved that welhould fetout im- 
mediately for Madrid, and bring our comedy 
-to a conclufion by marriage. This defign 
was no fooner fornied than put in execution : 
in fifteen days, Don Lewis efpoufed my mif- 
trefs, and their nuptials gave rife to entertain- 
ments and infinite rejoicings. 

CHAP. VII. 

. Gil Bias quits bis plact^ and goes into the fervice 

of Don Gonzales de Pacheco. 

THREE weeks after this marriage, my 
■ miftrefs, being defirous of recompenfing 
me for the fervice I had done her, made me a 
prefent of an hundred piftoles, flying, " Gil 
Bias, my. friend, far from turning you away, 
I leave it to your choice to ftay with me as 
long as you pleafe ; but my hu{band's uncle, 
Don Gonzales de Pacheco, wants to have you , 
for a valet-de-chaii bre. I fpqke to him fo ad- 
vatitageouHy of you, that he aflured me, I 
would do him.a favour in parting with you to 
him. . He is an old nobleman (added rfie) of 
an excellent character, and you will be quite 
happy, in his fervice." 

I thanked 
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I thanked Aurora for her generofity, and, as 
flic had no longer any occafion for me, ac- 
cepted the poft to which I was recommended ; 
the more willing, as I fhould ftill be in the 
family. One morning, therefore, I went with 
a meflage from my new married miftrefs, to 
Signor Don Gonzales, who was ftill a-bed al- 
thoHgh it was near twelve o'clock. When I 
entered his chamber, I found him taking 
fome broth which the page had brought in. 
The old gentleman's whilkers were in papers, 
his eyes almoft quite extinguifhed, and his 
face pale and meagre. He was one of thofe 
old boys who had been great rakes in their 
youth, and are not a whit more fcdate in their 
age. He received me with great civility, and 
told me, that if I would fcrve him with as 
much zeal as I hadmanifefted for his niece, I 
might depend upon living happily. I pro- 
mifed to have the fame attachment to him 
which I had for her, and that moment he 
engaged me in his fcrvice. 

Behold me, then, with a new mafter, and 
heaven knows what fort of a man he was ! 
When he got up, I fancied I faw the rcfutr 
redtionof Lazarus. Paint to your own imagi- 
nation, a tall body, lb lean and whithercd, that 
when it was naked an anatomift might have 
tayght ofteolc^ upon it, with legs ib fmall 
that they looked like fpindles, after he had 
put on three or four pair of ftockings. This 
living mummy was befides troubled with ao 
aithroa* iuid coughed at every word he fpoke. 
Having 
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Having drank chocolate, he called' for paper 
and ink, and wrote a letter, which he fcalcd 
and fent away, according to the diredlion, by 
the page who had brought the broth ; then " 
turning to me, " Friend (Taid he) thou art 
the penon whom I intend henceforth to truft 
with my comm'iflions, efpecially thofe which 
regard Donna Euphrafia, a young lady whom 
I love, and who is paflionately fond of me." 

" Good God ! (laid 1 to myfelf) how can 
'bung people help believing themfelves be- 
oved, when this old dotard thinks himfelf 
iuiored !"— " Gil Blaa (added he) thou ihalt 
go with me this very day to her houfe, where 
I fup almoft every night, and thou wilt bo 
charmed with her prudence and referve : faf 
from refcmbling thofe filly coquets who caq 
reliCh nothing but youth, and are won by ap^ 
pearancss only, Ihe has an underftanding al* 
ready mature and judicious, that confulcs thq 
fentiments of a man, and prefers a lover of 
delicacy and tafle, to one of the moft (fining 
exteriors." Signor Don Gonzales did not here 
finilh the euldgium of his miftrefs, whom he 
reprefented as the epitome of all perieftion. 
But he had a hearer not eafily perfuaded. Af- 
ter the conduil of the adtre^es, which I had 
fcen, I did not look upon old noblemen as 
people very happy in their amours. I pre- 
tended, however, out of complaifance, to 
believe all that my mafter faid. I did more, 
I, extolled the dil'cernment and tafte of Enr 
phrafia, ami was even impudent «B()ugh tq 
amrm. 
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affirm, that (he could not have a more amia-^ 

ble gallant. 

The good old gentleman did not perceive 
that I had made game of him ; . but, on the 
contrary, applauded my good f£nfe. So true 
it is, that a fycophant may run any rifk with 
the great, who fwallow all kinds of flattery, 
let it be ever 'fo' abfurd. The old man having 
written his letter pulled fome hairs out of his 
beard with a pair of pincers, cleaned his eyes 
of a thick gum that filled them, waftied his 
ears and hands, and after having performed 
his ablutions, painted his whiflcers, eye-brows,- 
aad hair, of a black colour ; continuing longer 
ftt his toilet than an old widow who (liidies to 
hide the outrM-es of time upon her. Juft as 
he had done drefling, another gentleman in 
years, one of his friends, entered, whofc name 
- was the Count d'Afumar. But he, far from 
concealing his grey hairs, fupported himfelf 
on a cane, and feemed to glory in his old age, 
rather than in appearing young. " Signor 
Pacheco (faid he, as he caroe in) I am come 
to dine with you." — " You are wiy welcome 
Count," (anfwered mymafter.) Mean while, 
having embraced one another, they fat down 
and entered into converfation till fuch time as 
dinner was ready. 

The difcourfe turned at firft upon a bull- 
fealt, which had been celebrated a few days 
before ; and as they mentioned the cavaliers 
who had fhown the greateft vigour and ad- 
(drcfs, the old Count, hke another Ncftor, who, 
from 
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from talking of the prefent, always took oc- 
cafion to pr^fe the paft, laid, with a figh, 
*' Alas ! I fee no men now-a-day comparaole 
to thofe I have known heretotore -, and the 
tournaments are not performed with half the 
magnificence that they weie when I wa$ a 
young man." I laughed within myfelf atthfc 
prejuojce of honelt Signer D'Afumar, who 
did not confine it to tournaments only-, but I 
remember, when the deflert was fet upon the 
table, feeing fome finepeaches ferved up, he 
obierved, " In my time the peaches were 
much larger than they are at prefent -, nature 
d^nerates every day." — " At that rate (faid 
Don Gonzales, fmiling) the peaches of Adam's 
time mult have been wonderfully large." 

Count D'Afumar ftaid almoft the whole day 
with my matter, who no fooner found himfelf 
difeng^ed, than he went out, bidding me 
follow Kim. He went to Euphrafia's, who 
lodged at the diftance of an hundred paces 
■ from our houfc, and found her in a very fland-. 
Ibme apartment. She was gaily drefled, and 
had fuch a youthful air, that I concluded fhe 
was under age, although (he was good thirty 
years old at leaft. She was really handfome, 
and her underftanding foon raifed my admi- 
ration : for Ihe was not one of thole coquets, 
who have nothing to recommend them but idle 
ribaldry and tofe behaviour-, flic was modell: 
in her manners, as well as in her converfation, 
and talked with a great deal of wit, without 
the leaft affeilation. *' O heaven ! (faid I to 
myf«U) 
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myfelf) is it pbflible that a perfon of fuch de- 
hcacy can be a lady Of pleaiure!" I imagined 
that iirorudence was inleparable from all wo- 
men or her profefTion, and was aftonilKed to 
fee one with the appearance of modefty i not 
rfeftefting that chefe princefles know howto af- 
fume any Ihape, and accommodate themfelves 
to the characters of the peopk of fortune and 
nobility that fall into their hands. When 
their gaUants are pleafed with iire aiid tranf- 
port, they arc brifk and petulant : and, with 
thofe who love reftrve, pradtife a, prudent 
and virtuous behaviour: iheyarethe true ca- 
meleons, who change colour according to the 
humour and difpofition of the men whom they 
approach, 

Don Gonzales w^ none of thde noblemen 
who are takefi with your bold beauties : he 
could not bear ladies of that clals ; on the con- 
trary, he could relilh no woman, unlefs (he had 
the appearance of a veftal. Euphrafia, there- 
fore, modelled herfelf accordingly, and ftiowed 
that all the good aftrefles are not employed 
in the theatre. Leaving my mafter with his 
nymph, I ^^'ent down ftairs into an hall, where 
1 found an old chamber-maid, whom I had 
known a waiting woman to an adbrefs. Re- 
collcdlng me immediately, ftie faid, " Wliat 
is it you, Gil Bias? You have quitted Arfenia 
it feems, as I did Conftantia." — "Yes, truly, 
(anfwercd I) it is a long time fince I left her, 
and went to ferve a -young lady of fafdion. 
A player's life is not to my taftej and there- 
fore 
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fore I difmiHed myfelf, without deigning to 
come to the leaft explanation with Artfenia."— 
" You was in the right (replied the cham- 
ber-maid, whde name was Beatrice) I ferved 
Conftantia pretty much in the fame manner : 
one morning early I gave in my accounta very 
coldly, which flic received without uttering 
one fyllable, and fo we parted cavalierly 
enough." 

" I am extremely glad (faid I) that we now 
meet in a more honourable hoofe : DCTina 
Euphralia feems to be a fort of woman of f»- 
fliion, and I believe her charafter is very 
good."-—" You are notat all miftaken (faid the 
^d waiting-wwnan) flie is of a very good fa- 
mily j and as for her temper, I can affure you 
dierc never waa one more equal and iweet. 
She is none of thofe paffionate and difficult 
miftrefles, who find fault with every thing, 
fcold IncefTantly, tormc^c their domeftics, and, 
in one word, make a hcil of their fcrvice. I 
never once heard her grumble; but when I 
happen to do any thing contrary to her incli- 
nation, (he reproves me without rage, and 
never lets one of thofe epithets efcape her, of 
which your violent dames are fo liberal,"-— 
** My mafter ^I refumed) is alfo very fweet 
tempered : he is the beft natured mortal alive j 
and therefore you and I arc much mqre happy ■ 
than when wewere in thelerviceof aftreffes."— 
*' A thoufand times more happy! (replied 
Beatrice) inflead of leading a life of noife and 
fumulc, I now live, as it were, in a retreat. 
Np- 
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No mdn enters thefe doors but Signer" Doff ■ 
Gonzales. I fliall fee nobody but you in my 
foliradc, for which I am not at all lorry ;' for 
I have had an afFeftion for you a long time, 
and, more than once, envied the happinefs of 
Laura, in having you for a gallant. But, in 
ffiort, I hope to be as hapoy as fliej for, 
though ^ have neither her youth nor her beau- 
ty, by way of amends, I hate coquetry, and 
am as faithful as a turtle." 

As honeft Beatrice was one of thofe pcrfona 
who are obliged to make a tender of their fa- 
vours, becaufe nobody will a(k them, I was 
not at all tempted to profit by her advances : 
I did not de0re, however, that flie ftiould., 
perceive my contempt, and was even polite 
enough to exprefs myfelf in fuch a manner as 
that me did not lofe all hopes of engaging my 
heart. I imagined, then, that I had made a 
conqueft of an old chaoibermaid, but happen- 
ed on this occafion to be .deceived: flie did 
not behave to me in this manner for my own 
fake only j her defign was to infpire me with 
love, that (he might bring, me over to the inr 
tpreft of her miftrefs, for whom ihe was fo 
zealous, that (he did not mind what it coil her, 
in promoting her advantage. I found my er- 
ror next morning, when I carried a billet-doux 
from my mafter to Euphrafia. That lady 
gave me a mod gracious reception, and faid 
a thoufand obliging things, in which Ihe was 
joined by her. maid: one admiring my phy- 
iiognomy, while the other obferved in me an 
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air of prudence and fagacity. According to 
them, Signor Don Gonzales pofiefled a trea- 
■ fure, in having fuch a valet. In a word, they 
praifed me (o much, that I fufpefted cheir 
applaufe, and even difcerned the motives of 
it ; but I received it, in appearance, with all 
the fimplicity of a fool, and by this counter- 
plot ■ etFeftually deceived the ftiarpers, who, 
at laft, pulled off the mafk. 

" Hark'ye, Gil Bias (faid Euphrafia to me) 
it depends upon thyfelf to make thy fortune. 
Let us adl in concert, my friend. Don Gon- 
zales is old, and his conllitution fo crazy, that 
the leaft touch of a fever, aflifted by an able 
phyQcian, will carry him off. Let us make the 
Deft of the little time he has left, and exert 
ourfelves fo as that he may leave the beft part 
of his eftate to me. Thou fhalt have a good 
Ihare.of the booty, and thou mayeft depend 
upon my promife as much as if I had made 
it before all the notaries of Madrid." — " Ma- 
dam (anfwercd I) you may command your . 
humble fervant. You have nothing to do but 
to prefcribe my conduct, and you Ihall be fa- 
tisfied."— " Very well (flie replied) thoumuft 
oEferve thy mafter, and give me an account 
of all his proceedings : when you talk to him 
in privMe, don't fdl to turn the converfation 
upon women, and from thence artfully take 
occafion to fpeak well of me. Ply him with 
Euphrafia as much as polBble -, and I again 
recommend it to you, to be very attentive to 
what palTes in the family of the Pachecos : if 
you 
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you perceive that any reUuon of Don G(»i- 
zalesu extremely officious about himi and 
aims at the fucceflion to his eftate, acquaint 
nie with itinunedJately: that is all I aflc, and 
I warrant I fhall fend him a-drift in a very lit- 
tle time j for I know the diferent charaders 
of his relations, and the ridiculous lights in 
which they may be reprefentcd to him: hav- 
ing already prejudiced him pretty fucceli- 
fully agMnft all his nephews and coufms." 

By tnefe inftru£tions, and others which Eu- 
phrafia added, I concluded, that this lady was 
* oneof thofc who attached themielves to gene- 
rous old men. She had lately prevailed upon 
Don Gonzales to fell an eftate, the price of 
which Ihe had converted to her own ufej flie 
extorted from him valuable moveables every 
day, and, belidcs, had reafon to hope that fhe 
dould not be fcH*gotten in his will. I pretend- 
ed to engage willin^y, to do all that fhe d^ 
fired; and, diflimulauon apart, doubted with- •' 
in myfclf, on my tetum hcane, whether I 
Ifaould contribute to impofe on my mailer, 
er undertake to detach him from his miftrefs. 
The laft of thefe refolutions ^med more ho- 
nourable than the other, and I -felt myfelf 
more inclined to fulfil tlum betray my duty : 
befides, Euphrafia had made me no pofitive 
promile, and, that perhaps, was the occalion 
of my fidelity remaining uncorrupod. 1 re- 
folved, therefore, to fcrve Don Gionzales with 
zeal, perfuading myfelf, that' jf I IhouW be 
lucky en'bugh to divert bis afic£tion from his 
idol. 
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idol, I (hould be better rewarded for this good 
adtion, than for all the bad ones I could com- 
mit. 

That I might the more eafily accomplilh 
what I propofed, I fhowedmyfelf entirely de- 
voted to the fervke of Donna Euphralia ; I 
made her believe, that I fpokc of her incet- 
fantlyto my matter : and accordingly invent- 
ed fables, which (he took for fteHing truth. 
I infinuated mylelf fo much into her good 
graces, that (he thought me entirely in her in- 
tereftj a,ndftillthe better to impofe upon her, 
affeftcd to appear in love with Beatrice, who 
ravilhed to fee, at her age, a young lover at 
her back, did not much mind being deceived, 
provided flic was deceived agreeably. When 
my matter and I where each with his own prin- 
cefs, we compofed two very different piftures 
in the X^oic tafte. Don Gonzales, pale and 
withered as I have repreJ'ented him, when he ' 
attempted 1:0 ogle looked like a wretch in his 
laft agonies i and my infanta, in proportion 
to thefeeming increafe ot mypaflion, aOumed 
ftill more and more childifh airs, and pradtifed 
all the artifice of an old coquet, which flic 
had been learning forty years at.leatt-, having 
been refined in the fervice of fome of thole 
heroines of gallantry, who can pleafe even in 
their old age, "and die loaded with the ^xmIs of 
two or three generations. 

r was not (at'sHed with following my matter, 

every evening, to the houfe of Euphralia, I 

fiimetiines went thither alone, by day; but at 

what 
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what hour foever I went in, I never met with 
any man, or woman either, of afufpicious 
appearance -, nor could I difcover the leaft trace 
of infidelity; acircumftance thatfurprifedme 
not a litclcj for I could not imagine that fuch 
a handfome lady could be exactly true to Don 
Gonzales: and in this, furely, my judgement 
was not too rafh j for the fair Euphrafia (as 
you will prefcntly fee) that (he might wait 
with the more patience for my mailer's cftate, 
was provided with a lover more agreeable to a 
woman of her age. 

One morning, when I carried, as ufual, a 
. letter to the princels, I perceived, while I was 
in her chamber, the feet of a man concealed 
behind the tapeftry. I went away, without 
feeming to Obferve them; but, ^though I 
ought not to be furprifed at this objeft, which 
was no bufinefs of mine, I did sot fail ta re- 
fcnt it. ** Ah, peflidious wretch ! (fwd I to 
myfclf, inapaflion) ah, wicVed Euphrafia 1 
thou art not fatisfied with impofingupona good 
old gentleman, by pcrfuading hmi that he is 
beloved, but diou muft alfo crown thy perfidy, 
by abandoning thyfeif to another 1" What a 
"fool was I, now I think on it, to moralize in 
this manner! X ought rather to have laughed 
at the adventure, and looked i^n it as a com- 
penfation for the tirefome languid moments 
the underwent in her commerce with my ma- 
iler: I Ihould, at leaft, have done better in 
holding my tongue, than in feizing this occa- 
fionof a£bngthc confctentiousvakt} but in- 
ftcad 
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ftead of moderating my zeal, I entered warm^ 
ly into the intereft of Don Gonzales, to whom 
I made a faithful report of what I had feen j I 
even added, that Euphrafia wantei to feduec 
me } I concealed nothing of what fhe had faid 
on that occafion, and It was his own fauk if 
, he was not perfeiftly acquainted with the cha- 
rafter of hismiftrels. He was confounded at 
the information, and a fmall emotion of wrath 
that appeared on his countenance feemed to 
prcfage that the lady Ihould not be unfaithful 
to him with impunity. " Enough, Gil Bias 
(faid he) 1 am extremely fenfibk: of thy at- 
tachment, and pleafed with thy fidelity : 1 will 
gti inftantly to Euphrafia, load her with re- 
proaches, and break for ever with the ungrate- 
ful creature." So faying, he went out accord- 
ingly, and difpenfed with my attendance, that 
he might fpare me the difagreeable part I had 
to play during theif eclairciflcment. 

I waited for my mafter's return with a world 
of impatience, not doubting, that, as he had 
fo much caufe to complain of his nymph, he 
would come back altogether detached from her 
allurements. On this fuppofition, I applaud- 
ed myfeif for what 1 had done ; reprcfented 
to myfeif the fatisfaftion which the natural 
heirs of Don Gonzales would have, when they 
I'lrned that their kinfman was no longer the 
fj-ort of a pafiioa fo contrary to their interefts : 
I flattered myfeif, that they would confider 
me for it, aiid, in fhort, that I had diftinguith- 
eti myfcit from other valets, who are ufually 
Vol. II> . F more 
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more apt to. encourage their mafters in de- 
bauchery than to reclaim them. I was in 
love with honour, and redeitcd with plea- 
furc, that I Ihould pafs for the Corypheus 
of all domefticks. But this idea, agreeablea* 
i,t was, vaniftied in a few hours •, when my 
patron ariving, faid, " Friend, I have had a 
very fliarp converfation with Euphrafia, who 
affirms, that thou haft mlfinterpreted her, and 
ar't if ihe is to be believed, no other than an 
Jmpofter, altogether devoted to my nephews, 
out of regard to wiiom, thou fpareft nothing 
to make me quarrel with her, I faw real tears ■ 
trickle down her eyes, and flie fwore by all 
that was facred, that fhe never made any pro- 
pofal to thee, or ever fees a man : Beatrice, 
who feems to be a good girl, protefted the 
fame thing, in fuch a manner, that my anger 
was appealed in fpite of my teeth." 

" How, Sir (faid I, interrupting him, in 
a forrowful manner) do you doubt my fince- 
rity ? Do you diftruft" — " No, child (faid 
- he, interrupting me in his turn) I do thee all 
manner of jufticc : I don't believe thec~in ^ 
. confederacy with my nephews. I am per- 
fuaded that thou ar't concerned for my intcreft 
only, and am obliged to thee : but appear- 
ances are deceitful. Perhaps what thou faweft 
exifted only in thy own imagination ; and, in 
that cafe, thou mayeft guefs how difagrecable 
' thy accufation muft be to Euphvalia. Be it 
as it may, fhe Is a perfon whom I cannot help 
loving. I muft even make ih£ facrifice to her 
which 
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wluch Ihe demands, and that facrifice is thy 
difmilTjon. I am ibrry for it, my pcwr Gil 
Bias (added he) and I aflure tbse, 1 confented 
to it with regret j but I could not do other- - 
wife. _ What ought to confolc thee, is, that I 
fhall not fend thee away unrecompenfed : and 
1 intend, moreover, to fettle thee with a ladyj 
a friend of mine, where thou wilt live very 
agreeably." 

I was very much mortified, to fee my zeal 
thus turned againlt myfelf : I curfed Euphra- 
fia, and deplored the weaknefs of Don Gon- 
zales, who allowed himfelf to be led by the 
nofe. The good old man, being very ftnfible 
that, in turning me away merely to pleafe his 
miftrefs, he did not behave in the moft man- 
ly manner, made amends for his effeminacy, 
and gilded the pill I was to fwallow with a 
prefcnt of fifty ducats. Next day, carrying 
me to the Marchionefs of Chaves, he told her, 
in my hearing, that I was a young man who 
pofleffcd many good qualities j that he had a 
regard for mc, but family reafons not per- 
muting him to keep me in his fervice, he 
begged Jhe would admit me into her family. 
She received me that inftant into the number 
of her domefticks ; fo that I found .nyfelf 
tranfiated, all of a fudden, into a new place. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The cbaraHer of the Marchionefs of Chaves and ef 
tbojefeopk who ufually vtfited her. 

THE Marchionefs of Chaves was a widow 
of five-and-thirty, handfotne, tallj and 
well fhaped, who enjoyed a yearly income of 
ten thoufand ducats, without the care and in- 
cumbrance of children. I never faw a wo- 
man of more gravity, or one who ipoke lefs, 
though this did not hinder her from being 
looked upon as the mof^ witty lady in Ma- 
drid. The great concourfeof people of qua- 
lity, and nieii of learning, who dajly frequent- 
ed her houfe, contributed, perhaps more 
than any thing (he faid, to ^ve her this re- 
putation. But this I will not undertake to de- 
cide : let It iiiffice to fay, that her name im- 
ported the idea of a fuperior genius, and that 
her houfe was called, by way of excellence, 
the Court of Criticifm. 

There was adtually fome performance or 
. other read here every day, fometimes new 
plays, and fometimes other pieces of poetry j 
but nothing except ferious fubjefts were deem- 
ed worthy of attention, humorous pieces being 
defpifed ; the befl; comedy or the moft inge- 
nious and witty romance, was looked upon as 
a feeble production, that deferved no praife -, 
whereas the leaft ferious work, fuch as an 
ode, eclogue, or fonnet, pafled for the greateft 
effort of human underftanding. But it often 
' ""■ happened 



G I L E L A S. lot 

happened that the public did not confirm the 
feiitencc of the court ; on the contrary, was 
Ibmetimes ib unpolite as to hifs thofe pieces 
which had been there very much applauded, 

I was chamberlain in this houfe, that i,5, 
my office confifted' in getting erery thing ready 
in the Mjarrment of my lady^ for the re- 
ception of company, and to fct the chairs f6r 
the men, and the cufhions fdr the women; 
afrcf which I ftationed myfelf at the chamber- 
door, to announce * and introduce the per^ 
foria who arrived. While 1 was employed in 
this office for the firft time,. the governor of 
the p^j, who, by -accident, -BraS thtn in the; 
antechamber with me, defcribed them all very 
pleafarltly , as they came in. His tiame was 
Andrew Molina, niturally dfy and fatirical,- 
with a good ffiare of underftanding. A biflidp 
being the firft who prefented himfelfj I an-' 
nounced him, and when he w"aS entefed, the 
governor obferved, " That pfelate is a man 
of a very pleafant charafter. Having a little' 
credit at court, he would fain make every oi* 
believe thathe has a great deal, and offers his 
intereft to all the world, without" lifting any 
body. One day, meeting at court with a 

fsntfcman who faluted him, he ftoppedi loaded 
im with civilities, and fqueeaing his hand, 
faid, ' I am wholly devoted to yoUr fervice { 
pray, Sir, pot me to the proof: I Aall nev« 

• ThemnODBcerita domeftieic whuItanJi in tfaft hall on Tiflt. 
iag <Iiyi| and proaonncu iloud xht lumei of the gompuir ■* they 
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die fatisfied until I have an opportunity of 
obliging you.* The gentleman having thank- 
ed him in a very grateful manner, they part- 
' ed, and the prelate faid to one oTiiis foUow- 
€ts, * I think I know that man 1 I have a con- 
futed idea of having fecn him fomewhere.' 
Immediately after the bilhop, the fon of a 

frandee appeared ; and when I had introduced 
im into my lady's chamber, " That noble- 
man (faid Molina) is another original. You 
muft know that he goes often to a houfe, in 
order to treat of fome important affair, with 
the gentleman who lives in it, and comes 
away without ■remembring to fpeak a fyllable 
aboutthe matter." — "But (added the governor, 
- feeing two ladies advance) there come Donna 
Angda de Penafiel, and Donna Margarita 
de Montalvan, two ladies between whom 
ttiere is not the leaft refen'iblanre : Donna 
Margarita, who piques herfelf on being a phi- 
lofopher, will undertake the.moft profound 
doctors of Salamanca, in a dilpute, without 
fuffcring their argument to get the better of 
her argumentation. As for Donna Angela, 
ihe does not affeft the virtuofo, although her 
underftanding is perfeftly well cultivated : 
her converfation is fenfible, her fcntiments 
refined, andherexpreflion delicate, noble, and 
natural.*' — " This laft is an amiable charac- 
ter (faid I to Molina) but the other, in my 
opinion, is inconiiftent with the fair fex." 
*' Not very confiftent (he replied with afneer) 
and even a great many men are rendered ridi- 
culous 
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culous by fuch a difpofition. Madam the 
Marchionefs, our lady (continued he) is alft) 
a little tainted with philofophy. What wrang- 
ling will there be here to-day ! God grant 
■that religion may not be concerned with this 
difpute," ' 

As he fpoke thefe words, we perceived a 
meagre man come in, with an air of refcrve 
and grim countenance. My governor did not 
fpare him: " This here {Had- he) is one of 
your ferious wits, who would fain paft for 
great geniufes, by the favour of a few fen- 
tences learned from Seneca, and who are ea- 
fily detefted to be fools, if you examine them 
a little clofely." The next that came in, was 
a.well Ihaped cavalier, with a Grecian mein, 
that is, a very fclf-fufficient appearance: when 
I alked who he was, Molina anfwercd, *' He 
is a dramatick poet, who has compofed, in his . 
time, an hundi^ thoufand verfes, which never " 
brought him in four-pence: but in recom- 
pence for that, he has procured a confiderablc 
fettlement by fix lines of profe." 

I was going to infonn myfelf of the nature 
of a fOTtune got fo eafily, when I heard a 
great noife on the ftair-cafe, " Good ! (cried 
the governor) there comes the licentiate Cam- 
panarlo, who gives notice of his approach, 
before he appears, and, beginning to talk at 
the ftreet-door, continues without ihtermiffion 
until he goes away." Sure enough the whole 
houfe rang agwn with the voice ,of the thun- 
dering licentiate, who, at length, entered the 
F 4 ante- 
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antechamber with a bachelor of his acquaint- 
ance, and did not leave off fpeaking all the 
time his vifit lafted. ^ " Signer Companario 
{faid 1 to Molina) feerhs to be a great genius." 
*' Yes (replied my governor) he has forae 
bright Tallies, quaint exprelTions, and a good 
deal of humour ; but over and above his be- 
ing an unconfcionable talker, he does not fail ■ 
to make repetitions; and, not to over-rate his 
talentr, I believe the agrteable and comick tar 
■with which he feafons every thing he fays, ■ 
conftitutcs his chief merit i for the grea'xft 
part of his ftrokcs would do no great Tionour 
to a collection of witticifms." 

. Abundance of other people came in, of 
whom Molina made very humorous piftures,. ■ 
among which he did not forget that of the 
Marchionefs. " I affure you (faid he) our 
patronefs is a lady of a very even temper, in '•■ 
Ipite of all her philofophy. She ia not at alt 
diiBcult to pleafe, and one undergoes very few 
c^rices in her fervice. Sbcis one of the moft 
reafonable women of quality 1 know, and is 
even without paffion; ihe has as little taftff 
for gallantry as for play, and loves conver- 
fation only; inihort» moft ladies would think 
her way of life infupportably tirefome." The 
governor, by this eulogium, prepolfcfled, me 
m favour of my miftrefs ; neverthelefs, fome 
days after, I could not help (viSptStiog that 
Ihe was not fuch an enemy to tove : and I 
will declare o.n what foundation my fufptcioit 
was built. 

One 
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One morning, while Ihe was at her toilet, 
a little man prefented himfetf to me, about 
forCyycars old, of a difagreeable figure, more 
dirty than the author ' Pedro de Noya, and 
very Much hump-backed into the bargain. 
When he told me he wanted to ipeak with 
the marchiomefs, I aflced him, from whom ? 
To which he anfwered with a haughty look, 
** From myfelf: tell her, I am the gentle- 
iiian of whom flie fpoke yefterday to Donna 
Ann de Velafco." 1 introduced him into my 
lady's apartment, and fignified his arrival j 
upon which ftie immcdiatly enxchiraed in a 
tranfportof joy, " Show him in." She not 
only gave him a favburable reception, but 
likewife ordered all her women out of the 
room : fo that the little hunch-back, more 
happy than an honefter man, remained alone' 
with her j while the chambermaids and I made 
oUrfelves merry iSith this fine tete-a-tete that 
lafted near an hour -, after which my patron-- 
efs difmiffid the crook-back, loaded withct-' 
vilicies, that (howed how well Ihe was fatisfied 
with his converfation , whicii, in effecl:, cap- 
tivated her fo muchj that rfie,told me one 
evening, ih private, "Gil Bias, when the', 
man with the hump returns, bring him into 
my apartment as fccretlyas poflible." I obey- 
ed i and, when the little man came back next- 
morning, conduced him by a private ftair- 
cafe to my lady's chamber. I performed the 
fame office, moft devoutly, two or three times,-, 
without fufpefting that there could be any* 
F 5 gal- 
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gallantry in the cafe. But the malignity which 
is fo natural to mankind foon infpired me 
with ftrange ideas, and 1 concluded that the 
inclination of the MarchJonefs was either very 
whimfical, or that the hunch-back a£ted the 
part of* a go-between. 

Prepofleffed with this opinion, I often faid 
to myfelf, *' If my lady is in love with a 
handfome man, I forgive her-, but if Ibe is 
captivated by this baboon, truly I cannot ex- . 
cufe the depravity of her tafte." How much 
was I miftaken in my patronefs ! the little ■ 
hunch-back dabbled in magic, and ashislkill 
had been extolled to the M^rchionefs, who 
willingly liftencd to the delufions of fuch jm- 
poftors, Ihe honoured him with thefe private 
convcrfations, in which he fhowed her things 
in a glafs, taught her to turn the lieve, and, 
for money, revealed all the myfterics of the 
cabala. Or rather, to fpeak truly, he was a 
Iharper who fubfifted at the expence of cre- 
dulous people, and was faid to have feveral 
wpmen of quality under contribution. 

C H A P. IX. 

^be incident in confequmce ef which Gil Bias 
quitted the Marcbiimefs de Chaves i and the 
ceur/e he followed afterwards. 

I HAD already lived fix months with the 
Marchionefs de Chaves, and, I confefs, was 
fatisfied with my condition j but the deftiny 
I had to fulfil would not permit me to live 
longer 
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longer in that lady's houfe, nor even in Ma- 
drid; I will therefore recount the adventure 
that obliged nic to remove from both. 

Among my lady's maids there was one 
called Portia, who, bcfides hcryouth and beau- 
ty, pofiefled fuch an amiable charafter, thait I 
attached myfelf to her, without knowing that 
I muft difpute her heart with a rival. The 
fccretary of the marchtoncls, whowas a proud 
man, and very much addided to jealoufy, 
being captivated with my princcfs, no fooner 
perceived my paflion, than (without endra- 
vouring to find out my reception with Portia) 
he refoTved to fight me in fingle combat, and 
for this purpofe appointed me to meet hitn 
one niorning in a private place. As he was- 
•aiittjeman, whofe head fcarce reached my 
"ihoulders, and feemed at the fame time ve:y 
weaji, I did not think him a very dangerous 
rival, but repaired with great confidence to 
the place appoiiited, in hopes of gaining an 
eafy victory, and making a merit of it with 
Portia ; but the event did not anfwer my ex- 
pedation. The little fccretary, who had been 
two or three years at the fencing-fchool, dif- 
armed me like an infant, and holding the 
point of his fword to my throat, " Prepare 
(faid he) for the mortal blow, or elfe give mc 
' thy word of honour, that thou wilt mis day 
quit the fervice of the Marchioncfs de Chavez, 
and never morethink of Portia." I made him 
that promife, and kept it 'without reluftancyj 
being alhamed to appear before the reft of the 
F 6 lervants, 
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fervanta, after my defeat, efpecially before the' 
fair Helen wKo had been the caufe of our 
duel. My fole intention in returning to the 
houfc was to carry off my goods and money ;■ 
which, having done, I let out the fame day ' 
for Toledo, my purfe being pretty well fur- 
niflied, and my back loaded with a. bundle 
compofed of my whole wearing apparel : ftw 
though I had not engaged to quit Madrid, I 
thought proper to leave it, at kaft for fomc 
years ; and formed the refolutioij of makii^ 
the tour of Spain, and of halting at every 
town. *• The money I have (faid I to my- 
felf) will carry me a great way; for I" don't 
inwnd to be extravagant, and when I have no' 
■ more, I will betake myfelf again to fcrrice. 
A young man of my accomplilhments will 
find places io abundance, whenever he pkafcs 
to go in queft of them. 

I longed, in particular, to fee Toledo, whi- 
ther I arrived at the end of three days, and 
took up my lodging in a good inn, where I 
pafied for a gentleman of confequence, by the 
1 avour of my intriguing drefs, which I did not 
fail to put on, and by the foppifli airs which 
I afiefted. It was in my own option to cfta- 
blilh a correfpondence with fome handfome 
women who lived in the ncighbeurhood; but 
uiiderftanding that I mull begin by fpcnding 
a good deal of money upon them, I bridled - 
my defines, and [feeling ftill a ftrong inclina- 
tion for travelling, after having leen every 
ih:ng that was curious in Toledo, 1 left it one 
morn- 
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monirng by break, of day, Mid took tllff road 
to Cuonca, with aa mcencion to go to Arra- 
gcm. On the fecond day of my journey, I 
went into an inn in the road, and juft as I 
fat down to refrcfh myfctf, a company of fol- 
diers bdonging to the hoty brotherhood came 
in, and calhng for wine, fell to drinking. 
While they were Over their cups, I heard them 
defcribe a young man whom they had orders 
ro apprehend. •' The gentleihan (faid one ot 
them) is not more than twenty years of a^, 
has long black hair, a goodfhapc; an acqui- 
line nofe, and is mounted on a bay horfe," 

I liftened without feeniina to give attention 
to what they faid, and truly I did not con- 
cern myfelf much about the matter. Leav- 
ing them in the inn, 1 fet forward on my 
journey, and hadti:>t walked' a quarter of a 
league, when I met a young gentleman of 3 
good mcin, mounted on a cheftnut-coloured - 
horie. " Upon my faith! (faid Itomylelf_J 
this is the man whom the foldiers are in fearch 
of: he has long black hair, and an aquiline 
npfe. I muft do him a good office, Sir^ 
(faidi to him) give me leave to afk, whether 
OTnot you havelome affairs of honour on your 
hands ?" The young gentleman, without mak- 
ing any repljft, looked earneftly at me, and . 
feemed furprized at my queftion. Upon which 
I afllired hiTi, that it was not out of curiofity 
that I had addreffed him In this manner-, and 
he was very well convinced of it, when I told' 
him what I had overheard at the inn> " Ge- 
nerous 

,, ,,.„C.,.,glc 
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nerous ftrangcr (laid he) I will not deny that 
I have reafon to believe myfelf the pcrfon 
whom thofc foldiers want to apprehend ; and 
■ therefore will take another road in order to 
avoid them." — " It is my opinion (1 replied) 
that we fliould immediately feek fome place 
where we may be fecure, and where we may 
be flickered from that ftorm which I fee brew- 
ing in the air, and which will burft very foon." 
At that inftant we difcovered and. repaired for 
a tufted alley of trees, that conducted us to 
the. foot of a mountain, where we found an 
hermitage. 

It was a large deep grotto that time had 
fcooped in the rock, to which the arc of man 
had added a kind of front, built of pebbles 
■ and fhcll-work, and quite covered with turf: 
the adjacent field'was ftrewed with a thoufand 
forts of flowers which perfumed the air, and, 
hard by the grotto, we perceived a little open- 
ing in the rock, from whence ifllied, with an 
agreeable noife, a fpring of water that ran 
winding along a meadow. At the entrance 
of this folitary habitation appeared a holy 
hermit, ftooping under the we^ht of old age, 
fupporting himlelf with a ftaff in one hand, 
and holding in the other a rofary of lai^e 
beads, compofed of twenty courfcs at lealt. 
. His head was burled in a brown woolen cap 
with longears, and his beard, more white than 
fnow, came down to his middle. When we 
approached him, " Father (faidl) be fogood 
as to favour us with flicker from the impend- 
ing. 
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ing ftorm."— " Enter, my children (replied 
the anchorite, after having obferved me at- 
tentively) this hermitage is at yoar feryic*^ 
ahd youmay ftay hcreas long as you plcafe. 
As for your horfc (added he, pointing to the 
forepart of his habitation) he will be very well 
accomodated in that place." The gentle- 
man who accompanied me difpofed of his 
beaft accordingly, and then we followed the 
old man into the grotto, which as foon as we 
Jiad entered, a great fhowerfell, mingled with 
flaflies of lightning and dreadful claps of 
thunder. The hermit fell on his kiiees before 
an image of St Pacomo*, which was glued 
to the wall ; and we followed his example. 
Mean while, the thunder cealed i and we' got 
up; but as the rain continued, and the day 
was far fpent, "My children (faid the old 
man) I would not advife you to proceed on 
,your journey in fuch weather, unlefs you have - 
fome prcfling affair." The young man and I" 
replied, that we had none that hindered us from 
halting ; and that, if we were not afraid of in- 
commoding him, we would beg leave to pafs 
the night in his hermitage, *' You won't in- 
commode me in the leait (faid the hermit) 
but wi!l have reafon to complain of *your 
lodging i 

* Sl. Pacoirowjj an ^gyptiiD, who lived lO the fourth century, 

fiitcen hundred monks each : his Tilth ii faid to haie betn fo effeflui), 
thjt he wdked among Irtpenii ucburt; aai, when he had occaflon 
lo oofi the Nile, wa> Irauff oncd liCiii oac fide la the otiicr au ihe 
back, or a irccodili. 
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lodging i lor you tiiUft lie hard, and I havff 

nothing to offer you but anchorite's fare." 

• So ftying, the okl man made us fit down 
at a fmall- table, and prcfenting us with a few 
bnions, a cruft of bread and a pitcher of wa- 
ter, *' My fons (faid he) you fee my ufxial 
repaft ; but to-day I will coiflmit an exccfs 
dut of regard to you.'* * He then brought a 
little cheefe, with t\TO handfuls of filberds, 
and ft>read them upon the table. The young 
man,' who had no great appetite, did not 
much honour to the reaft -, upon which, the 
hermit obferved to him, " I perceive that you 
areaccuftomed to better tables than mine, or 
rather, that fenfuality has corrupted your na- 
tural tafte. I have been in tlie world, as you 
are now : the moft delicate viands, the moft 
exquifite ragouts, were not too good for my 

Ealate; but fince I have lived in folitude, I 
3ve retrieved the former purity of my taftc, 
and at prefent can reiifh nothing but roots, 
fruits, milk i in a word, that whichcom- 
pofcd the nourilhmcnt of our firft parents." 

While he fpoke in this manner, the young 
man funk into a profound reverie, which the 
hermitperceiving, " My fon (faid he to him*} 
yoti have an oppreflion on your fpirits ; may 
I not know the caufe ? Unbofom yourfclf to 
me. It is not curiolity, but charity alone that 
animates my requeft. I am of age to give 
advice ; and perhaps your Htuation requires 
it." " Yes, father (replied the cavalier with 
a figh) I have, doubtlefs, occafion for advice, 
and' 
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and 1 will follow raur's, fiiice you are fb goo4 
as to o^ it. I believe, I run no rifle in dif« 
covering myfelf to ariian of your chata£ter." 
*' No, my fon (faid the fenior) you h«ve 
nothing to feu on thatfcore, and may faiely 
truft mewithanyfecret." In this confidence, 
the cavalier fpoke .as follows. 

CHAP. X. 

The ^pry ef Den Alpbonfo and the fair Sera- 
pbina. 

IWILIj conceal nothing from you, father, 
nor from' the other gentleman who hcM» 
me; for, after the gcnerofity, he fliowed, I 
fliould be to blame to diftruft him. Liftcn, 
tlwrefore, to my misfortunes. I was bom itt 
Madrid, and my origin is this— —An oificeF- 
of the German guards, called the BarOn de 
Steinbach, going home one evCninET perceiv- 
ed a btmdlc of white linen at the foot of the 
ftair cafe. He took it up and carried it to 
his wife's apartment, where he found it to be 
anew bom infant, wrapped in veryhandfomc 
Twaddling clothes, with a billet importing that 
it belwigei? to perfons of quality, who would 
one dayioake themfelves known i, and that it 
had been baptized by the name of Alpbonfa. 
I am chat unhappy infant, and i^s is all that 
I I'inow of my birth and parentage 1 facrificed 
to honoOT or infidelity, I know not whether 
my nioiiier cxpofed me, in cffder t* conceal 
a. difhonourable flame ^ w feduced by a per- 
,_j.iiured 
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jured lover, found herfelf under the cruel ne- 
ceflity of difowning the fruit of her womb* - 
Be that as u will, the Baron and the ]ady 
were touched with my fituation ; and, as they 
had no children of their own, determined to 
educate me under the name of Don Alphon- 
fo. As I advanced in years, their attachment 
to, me increafedj my flattering and com- 
pl^fant behaviour attraded their careffes every 
moment; in a word, I had the good fortune 
to make myfelf beloved ; they gave me all 
kihds of matters ; my education became their 
onlyftudy; and, far from expeding impatient- 
ly, that my parents would difcoverthemfelveSj 
uicy fccmed, on the contrary, to wifti that my 
Ijirth would always remain a fecret. As foon. 
as the BarroB found me able to carry arms, he 
entered me in the fervice, procured for me. an 
cnlign's commiffion, ordered my linall equi- 
page to be got ready -, and, to animate me the 
more to lec£ occaiions of acquiring glory, he 
reprefented to me, that the career of honour 
was open to every body ■, and that in war I 
might obtain a name the more glorious, as I 
ihould owe it to myfelf alone. At the fame 
time, hcrevealed thefecretofmy birth, which 
he had hitherto concealed from my knowledge. 
As I paflcd for his fon in Madrid, and effec- 
tually believed myfelf to be fo, I own, this" 
piece of information gave me a good deal of 
pain : I could not then, nor cannot now think 
of it without fliamc j for the more my fenti- 
ments feemed to argue me of a noble origin, 
the 
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the greater my confufion was to fee myfetf 
abandoned by thofe who gave me being. 

I went to ferve in the Low-Countries ; but 
the peace being concluded foon after, and 
Spain rid of her enemies, though not of thofe 
who envied her profperity, I returned to Ma- 
drid, where I received frelh marks of tender- 
net^ from the Baron and his lady. About two 
months after my return, a little p?ge came in- 
to my room one morning, and prelented to me 
3 billet. Conceived pretty nearly in thefe 
words; " r am neither ugly nor ill-lhaped, and 
*• yet you fee me frequently at the window, 
*' without paying homage with your eyts, 
*' This behavioi^r but ill anfwers your gallant 
** appearance 1 and piques ine fo much, that 
*' I wifh I could infpire you with love, to be 
** revenged on your indifference." 

Having read this billet, I did not doubt 
that it was from a widow called Leonora, 
who lived oppofite to our houfe, and had the ■ 
reputation of being very coquetifli. I inter- 
rogated the page, who was on the referve at 
fiift, but in confideration of a ducat, which I 
flipped into his hand, he fatisfied my cuf ioAnr ; 
and even undertook to carry an anfwer, by 
which I informed his miftrefs, that I acknow- 
ledged my crime, and was already ienfible of . 
her being more than half revenged. 

I was not at all infenfible of this kind of 

conqueft i I kept the houfe all that day, 'and 

took great care to be always at the window, 

that I might obferye the lady, who did noc 

forget 
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forget to (how herfelf at her'si I made lotiB 
to Her in dumb ftiow, Ihc .niiwered my fignals, 
and next morning let mt- know by her p^e, 
that if I would be in the ftreet, betwixt eleven 
and twelve at night, I might converfe with 
Herat a parlour windiaw. Though I did not 
find mylelf very much in love with fuch a "^ 
forward widow, I did rot fail ro return a very 
paiHonate anfwer, and to wait for night with 
as much impatience as if I had been violently, 
fmiiten. In the evening I went out to walk 
in the Prado till the hour of aCTigndtion ; - aiwl 
was no fooncr arrived at that place, than a 
man, mounted 6n a fine horfe, aUghted hard 
by me, and accofting me haftily, faid, '* Art 
noE you the fon of Baron Steinbach ?" WheH 
i rejplicd ih the affirmative, " You are the 
perfon (faid hej who intend to converfe with 
Leonora at her window. Her page has (hown 
me her letters and your anfwers, and I have 
followed you this evening, from your o*n 
Iioufe hither, to let you know that you have 
a rival whofe pride is very much mortified in 
being obliged to difpute a heart with fuch a 
one as you. I believe I heed fay no more » 
w^ arc now in a private i^e. Let us draw^ 
therefore, nnlefs, to avoid the chaftifement I 
prepare for you, you will promifc to break off 
all correfpondence with Leonora, You mnft 
eithbr fitcrifice to me the hopes you have con- 
ceived, or foffeit your life immediatdy.**- 
" You ought then (faid I to him) to have re- 
quefted, not demanded that facrificej I might* 
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f' M-haps, have graBted it to yOur In treaty, but 
Itfufe-it to your threats." 
- **':*Tis very well (he replied, after having 
tied his horfe to a tree) draw then; it doej 
not become a perfon ' of my quality to ftoop 
fo low as to inlreat a man of your ftation ; 
moft people of my yank, in the faine cafe, 
would have reven^d themfelves in a lefs ho- 
nourable, way." I was Ihocked with theft laft 
words, and feeing his fword already unfheath- 
ed, drew mine alfo : we attacked one another 
with fuch fury, that the combat did not laft 
long: whether he behaved with too much 
heat, or I had more fltill, I know not, but! 
gave him a mortal thruft, upon which I faw 
him Ita^er and fall. Whereupon, minding 
my own fafety only, I mounted his horfe, 
ahd took the road to Toledo. I durft not re- 
turn to the Baron'a houfe, being well aiTured 
that my adventure would very much afflift 
him, and when I confidered the danger in 
which I was, I thought I could not get out of 
Madrid top foon. 

In the midft of the moft melancholy reflec- 
tions, I rode the remaining part of the night, 
and all the morning; but, towards noon, was 
obliged to halt in order to give my horfe fomc 
reft, and avoid the heat of the day, which 
grew infupportable. I tarried, therefore, in a 
village till fun-fet, after which, I continued 
my journey, refolving to make but one ftage 
to 'i'okdo. I had got two leagues beyond II- 
Jefcas,- when, towards midnight, I was fur- 
prifcd 

[;..i,tc(,G00^le . 
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prifed in the middle of s field, with juft fuch 
another llorm as fell to-day ; upon which I 
drew near the wall of a garden that I perceiv- 
ed at the diftance of a few paces, and not 
finding a more convenient flicker, ftoqd with 
tpy hoffc as clofe as I could to the door of a 
fummer-houle lituated at the end of the wall. 
Over which there was abalcony. As I leaned 
againft the door, I perceived it open, which I 
alcribed to the negligence of fervants ; and 
alighting, let out of curiofity than for the 
fake of being better fcreened from the rain, 
which did not fail to incommode me whik I 
remained under the balcony, I entered the 
ground-floor of the fummer-houfe, with my 
norfe, which I led by the bridle. 

I employed myfclf, during the temped, in 
obferving the place, and though I could di- 
ftinguifh nothing but by the lightening that 
flafiied around, it was eafy to perceive that 
the houfc could not belong to a vulgar owner, 
I expefted ftill that the rain would ceafe, in- 
tending to proceed on my journey, but a 
great light that I obferved at a diftance made 
me change my refolution. Leaving my horfe 
in the fummer-houfe, the door of which I 
took care to fecure, I advanced towards the 
light, pcrfuaded that there was 'ftill fomcbody 
in the houfe not yet gone to bed, and refolved 
to defire a lodgmg for that night. Having 
Croffed feveral walks, I. arrived at a faloon, 
the door of which I found open alfo : I en- 
tered it, and when I had obferved all the mag- ' 
nificencc 
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oificcncc of the place, by. the light of a fine 
cryftal branch, 1 no longer doubted that I was 
in the houfe of fome rich nobleman. The 
pavement was of marble, the wunfcot very 
handfomc, and curiouQy gilt, the cornices 
of admirable workmanfhip, and the ceiling 
piunted by the moAfkilful mafters: but what 
I took particular notice of, wa^ an infinite 
number of bulls of Spanilh heroes, fupported 
on pedeftalsof jafpcr, all round the faloon. I 
hadleifurc enough to conGder all tbefe things j 
for though I liftened attentively from time to 
time, I neither heard the leaft noife, nor faw a 
living creature appear. 

There being on one fide of the faloon a 
door unbolted, I half opened it, and perceiv- 
ed a range of rooms, the laft of which only 
was lighted, " What fliall I do ? (faid I to 
myfelf.) Shall I return, or boldly penetratcto 
that room ?" I concluded that the moft judi- 
cious ftep would be to return as I came. But 
I could not refift my curiofity, or rather the 
force of deftiny, that draped me along: I 
advanced from one room to another, -until I 
arrived at that in which "was the light, that is, 
a taper burning on a marble table, in a filver 
candleftick gilt. I at firft obferved very hand- 
fome and gay fummer furniture, but in aliltle 
time, caftmg my eyes upon a bed, the cur- 
tains of which were half drawn on account 
of the heat, I faw an objeA that attrafled my 
whole attention. This was a young lady, 
who, notwilhftanding the noife of the thun- 
der. 
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der, lay in a profound fleq>. I ^proachect 
her foftly, Mid by the light <£ the taper, dif- 
covered a complcKion and features tlut quite 
dazzled me. My heart took the alarm at the 
i^htl i ficlt my foul Imitten and tranfported I 
but virhatever emotions agitated my breaft, 
the Cfiinion vhich I had of her high rank 
hindered me from entertaining tire, leaft ralh 
thought, and refpeft prevailecT over inclina' 
tion. 

While I glutted myfelf with the pleafure 
of contemplating her beauty, ihe awoke ; and 
you may guets what was her furprife when the 
uw a man whom fhe did not know, in her 
bed-chamber at midnight. She trem1:4ed when 
fee perceived me, and fericked aloud ; while . 
I endeavoured to remove her fear, by kneel- 
ing before her, and faying, ** Madam, be not 
afniidi I come not hither to do you the leaft 
■injury." . i was going on, but her conftema- 
tion was fuch that Ihe did not hear me. She 
called her women fcveral times, but no-body 
anfwering, fhe put on a thin night-gown which 
lay at the bed's feet, got up haftily, and went 
into the roonu that I had crofled, ftill callir^ 
her maids and a younger lifter who lived un~ 
■der her care. I expecied to fee all her ter- 
vants appear, and had reafon to apprehend 
chat, without being heard, I ftiould meet with 
very dif^reeable treatment} but luckily for 
me (he called to no purpofe •, nobody came 
Jbut an olddomeftick, who could not have given 
her much afliftance, had fiie had any thing to 
■' , fear. 

■ , [;.„iftco,GoOl^l>J 
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fear. -Neverthelcfs, growing more refoluie 
by his prefence, ihe afked, with a haughty air, 
who I was, and how, and for what real'on, I , 
had the boldnefs to enter her houfe ? I then 
began to juftify myfelf, and had no fooner 
told her, that I found the door of the fummer- 
houfe open, than ihe exclaimed, '• Juft hea- 
ven ! what do I prefage !" 

So faying, fhe feized the light, and fearch- 
ing all the BX)ms, one after another, could 
fee neither her maids, nor her fifter, but even 
obferved that they had carried off all their 
baggage. Her fufpiciona appearing now but 
too plain, ihe returned to me, and faid, with 
a great deal of emotion, " Periidious wretch ! 
add not diffimulation to treachery. It was 
not chance that brought thee here. Thou art 
one of the followers of Don Fernando de Ley- 
va, and an alTociate in his crime : but don't 
think to efcape, I have ilill people enough to 
fecure thee." — " Madam (anfwered I) do iiot 
confound me with your enemies. I know no 
fuch perfon as Don Fernando de Leyva, and 
sm even ignorant of your name and quality. 
J am an unfortunate man, whom an affair of 
honour hath obliged to leave Madrid ; and I 
fwear by ail that is iacred, I would not have 
entered your hi/ufe, had it nQ(. been for the 
itorm that furprifed me ! Judge, therefore, 
more favourably of me, and, inilcad of be- 
Jieving me an accomplice in the outrage you 
have- uiffered, think me rather diJpofed.to re- 
venge it." " Thcfe iaft words, and the tone 

yoL. 11. G with 
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with which they were pronounced, appealed - 
the lady, who fccmed to look upon me no 
Idnger as her enemy: but, if her indignation- 
vanifhed, it was only to make room for her 
grief. She wept bitterly ; I was melted by 
her tears, and no lefs lifted than ihe, al- 
though I did not know the caufc of her for- 
row. I not only wept with her, but, impatient 
to revenge her wrongs, was feized with a 
tranfport of fury. "Madam (cried I) what 
injury have you receivoi? Speak 1 I efpoufe 
your refentment. Shall I purfue Don Fer- 
nando, and ftab him to the heart ? Name all 
thofe whom you would have facriiiced. Com- 
mand my fervices. Whatever dangers, what- 
ever misfortunes may be attached toyourven- 
eeance, thatftranger, «hom you thought con- 
federate with your enemies, will tempt th«n 
all. for your fake." 

Thistranfoort furprifed th< lady, aiTd flopped 
thccourfe of her tears. •' Ah, Sir! (fad Itic) 
p^don my fufpicion, on account of the cruel 
litaation in which I am. ' Thefe generous fen- 
timents have undeceived Seraphina, and even 
freed mr from the fhame of feeing a ftranger 
wimefs to the affront put-upon my family.— 
Yea, generous unknown ! 1 acknowledge my 
error, and am far from rejefting your affift- 
ance ; but I aflc not the death of Don Fer- 
nando." — " Well, Madam (I replied) whirt 
fervices can you expedt of'mc?" — " Sir (an- 
fwered Seraphina) me caufc of my complaint 
is this : Don jf ernacdo de Leyva is in lovfe 
with 
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.with my lifter Julia, whom he faw by ac- 
cident at Toledo, where we ufualiy live.-- 
Three months ago he alked her in marriage 
of the Count de Polan, my father, who re- 
fufed his confent, on account of an old en- 
mity fubfifting between our families. — My 
lifter, not yet fifteen years of age, muft have 
been weak enough to follow the advic: of my 
women, whom Don Fernando has, doub lefs, 
bribed to his intereft I andhe, informeJ of our 
4>eing by ourfelves in this country houfe, has 
taken this opportunity of carrying her off.— 
I *ant therefore to know what retreat he has 
jchofcn for her, that my father and brother, 
■who have been at Madrid thefe two months, 
may take their me^ures accordingly. In the 
jiame of God !. (added ftie) give yourfelf the 
trouble of traverfing the neighbourhood of 
Toledo, and of m^ingan«xait enquiry about 
^e raviCher: — my family will be eternally in- 
debted to you for the favour." 

The lady did not confider that the eni- 
ployment which ftie prefcribed for me but 
ill agreed with the circumftances of a man 
who could not get out of Caftile too foon.— 
But how was it pqflible for her to make this 
leileSipn, which did not even occur to me? 
Charmed with tiie happinefs of finding my- 
ielf necelfary to the moll: amiable perfon in 
the world, I accepted the commilTion with a 
tranfpurt of joy, and promifed to acquit my- 
fclf vth equal diligence and z-^ul. In effect, 
IsUdnotwait for flay, in order .to go and 
' G 2 accom- 
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accomplifh roypurpofe; buiquittedSeraphina 
on the inftant, conjuring her to pardon me 

-for the fright I had occafioned, and afluring 
her that ihe Ihould hear news of me in a very 
little time. — I went out as I had come in: 
but fo much engroffed by the lady, that it 

■was not diiEcult for me to perceive I was al- 
ready captivated by her beauty : I was the 
more confir/ned in thJs, by the eagernefs I felt 
in fcrving her, and the amorous chimeras 
which my imaginatibn produced. I fancied 
thatSeraphina, although poflefled by her for- 
row, had obferved my growing pailion, and 
beheld it, perhaps, not without Tome pleafure : 
I even imagined, that if I could bring her any 
news of her fitter, and the affair fliould turn 
out according to her wilh, the whole would 
redound to my honour. 

Don Alphonfo, interrupting the thread of 
his ftory in this place, faid to the old hermit; 
*' I beg pardon, ■ father, if, too full of. my 
.paHion, I enlarge upon circurtiftanccs which 
are, doubclefs, tedious to you."—" No, my 
/on, (replied the anchorite) they are far from 
bt-ing tedious : I am even.pleaied to know 
how far you are fmitten by this young lady d 
<whom you tajk, that I may regulate my advice 
accordingly." 

" My imagination heated wilh thefc flat- 
tering ideas (refumed the young man) I 
fearched two days for Julia's raviftier : but it 
was to no purpofe for me to make all ima- 
jginable enquiry : I could not difcovet the Jeaft 
■ traces 
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ti'aces of him. Very much mortified at hav- 
ing reaped no fruit from my lefearches I re- 
turned to Seraphina, whom I expeftcd to find 
in the utmoft anxiety: but Ihe was much 
more tranquil than I unagined, and informed 
me that (he had been more lucky than I ; that 
flie knew what was become of her fifter, hav- 
ing received a letterfrom Don Fernando him- 
lelfj importing, that being privately married 
to "Julia, he had placed her in a convent at 
Toledo. " I have fent his letter to my father 
(added Seraphina.) I hope the affair will ter- 
minate in an amicable manner, and that a fo- 
lemn marriage will in a (hort time exunguifh 
the hatred which has fo long divifled flur 
' families." 

When the lady had made me acquainted 
with her filler's fate, ihe made an apolc^ 
for the trouble {he had given me, and the 
danger to which fhe might have imprudently 
expoled me, by engaging me to purfue a ra-- 
vilher, without remembering that I had told, 
her, I was obliged to fly on account of an 
affair of honour. She excufed herfelf, there- 
fore, in the moft obliging terms, and, as I 
had need of reft, carried me into the faloon, 
, where we fat down together. She wore a loofe 
gown of white taffety with black ftripes, and 
a little hat of the fame ftufF, with a black 
plume of feathers, which made me guefs that 
ihe was a widow, though (he appeared fo 
young, that I did not know what to think of 
lier condition. 

G3 If 
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If I longed for an cspknaclon ohtms.hcad,; 
ihc was no lefs defirous of knowing vha I- 
was 1 and accordingly begged that 1 -wdi^' 
tell her my name, not . doiAting (a* ftie f»id)i 
that, by my noble air, and -ftill more, th©g«« 
jierous pity that made me enter -fo warmly jmo* 
. her interelts, I belonged to fome cbofidmbte;: 
family. Thequeftion embarrafled' me Mt H^ 
little 1 I blulhcd, was cbnfoundetl, bid to*n,- 
that, beinglefs&lbamed toltethanto.teU thtf 
truth, I anfwered, Iwas the fonof the Baro* 
de Steinbach, an oiEcer <^ the German guwdf . 
** Tell me, likewife (replied the lady) Yor 
what reafon you quitted Madrid. I t^tff^dUj 
beforehand, all the credit of my father, tb' 
well as of my brother, Don GaJjiard; dtat h 
the leaft mane of gratitude I can fhow t6 a 
gentleman who negtefted the care of his owa' 
life to ferve me." I made no difficulty of re- 
counting to her all the clrcumftances of my 
duel; upon which Ihe blamed the gentleman 
whom I had (lain, and promifcd to intercft her 
whole family in my favour. 

When I had fatisfied her curiofity, I begged 
her to gratify mine, and alked' whether ner 
faith was free or plighted. " Three years ■ 
ago (Ihe replied) my father obliged me t6 
marry Don Diego de Lara, and I have been i 
widow fifteen months." — " Madam (faid I) 
what misfortune has deprived you of your 
hufband fo foon ?"—" I will tell you. Sir ('re- 
fumed the lady) in return for the confidence 
you have repofed in me." 

« Pon 
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-;$' 'Don Diego de Lara' was a very genteel 
Oavalier, who cnt^rmned the moft violenc 
paffion for. mc, -and, in order to pleafe me, 
Jiut in pra(ftift,^viry.day, all that the mofl: 
Kinder and paflkKKite. clover cduH invent, to 
make hioirolf agt^bte to .tho' objed of hi» 

- flame-, but, thtogty fee-.pp^ifci a thoufaed 
ao6d. quaiiti^, ■ he i:ouiiiJiefl*nioiich my heait.- 
£J[M«e: i» nbc Uvays theeSei^ c^ af^duities and 

' dJfth^iiifcea. rticm. ^ Alas I (added Ihe> aa- 
ttttepfl!Wlnigef:oftfln tniSiaitsfus aB firfl; fight. 
Wcp, it Was' not iii-rtsy power to- love hiirii. 
jbiE»tti CoAfouiided than thuinect with the to^ 
keits'flf his tendernefs, ttj *hich I was forced 
lO'nuke'retttrns without inclination-, though', 
^"infecret, twodmyfelf with ingratitude. I 
likewife found rily own fituaiion very unha|i-^ 
*j(. Unluckily for him, as well as me, his' 
JMicacy was ftill greater than his lore. He 
difcovered in my aftions and difcourfe the 
ftioft fccret emotions of my breaft, and dived 
to the very bottom of my foul. Hecomplain- 
cd inceflantly of my ini^tferencc, and deemed 
himTetf the more unhappy in being unable to 
pleafe me, becaufe he very well knew thafc 
there was no rival in his way : for I was fcarce 
fixteen years old, and, before he offered ma 
his hand, he had gained over all my women, - 
who aflured him, mat no man had as yet at- 
tracted my regard. 'Yes, Seraphina (he 
would often fay) I wilh you had been pre- 
poITeffcd in favour of another, and that alone 
were the caufe of your indiflference to me : 
G 4 my 
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my afliduities and your own virtue would tri- 
umph over that prejudice i but 1 defpair of 
making a conqueft of your heart, fince it re- 
mains untouched by all the love I have ftiown.* 
Tired with hearing him repeat the fame dif- 
courfe, I told him, that, inftead of troubling 
his repofe and mine by too much delicacy, he 
would do well to leave his grievances to time. 
And, truly, one of my ^e was not capable 
of relifliing the refinements of fuch a delicate 
paffion, fo that Don Diego ought to have 
taken my advice : but feeing a whole year 
elapfed, without his being farther advanced 
than the firft day, he loft nis patience, or ra- 
ther his reafon j and, pretending to have an 
.^air of confequence at court, departed to 
iervc as a volunteer in the Low Countries, 
where hefoon found in batde that which he 
went to feck — I mean the end of his torments 
and iife." 

After the lady had favoured me with this 
relation, the Angular character of her huiband 
became the fubjeA of our difcourfe ; in which 
we were interrupted by the arrival of a&u- 
<ier, who delivered to Seraphina a letter from 
the Count de Polan. She alked my permif- 
fion to read it, and I obferved, that while (he 
perufed it, flie grew pale and trembled. Af- 
ter having read it, Ihe lifted up her eyes to 
heaven^ lieaved a profound figh, and her face 
was in a moment covered with tears, I could 
not behold her grief with tranquillity : I was 
greatly difturbedj and, as if I had prefaged 
the . 
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the cruel ftrokc I Was to fuffcr, felt myfeif 
chilled with a mortal fear. " Madam (faid 
I, with a faultering voice) may I afk what are 
the fatal contents of that letter ?" — " There, 
Sir (replied Seraphina' in a melancholy man- 
ner, giving me the paper) read yourfelf what 
my mher writes. Alas! you are but too 
much concerned." 

I was confounded at her words, and, trem- 
bling while I took the letter, read : 

" "VTOUR brother Don Gafpard fought 
" X yefterday in the Prado*, where he re- 
" ceived a mortal thruft, of which he died 
" this day -, having declared, in his laft mo- 
*' ments, that the perfon who killed him is 
** the fon of Baron de Sceinbach, an officer of 
'* the German Guards. — What adds to the 
" misfortune is, that the murthercr has efcaped 
" me by flight ; but whcrefoever he conceals 
" himfclf, I thall fpSre no pains to find him 
" out i for which purpore I v/ill write to fome 
" governors, who will not fail to apprehend 
*' him, if he paffes through the towns of their 
" jurifdiftionj and by letters direiSted to other 
*' people, I will caufe all the roads to be 
*' blocked up, 

" The Count de Polan." 

You may eafily conceive how all my facul- 
ties were difordered by this billet. I remained 
G 5 for 
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for fome moments without motion or power 
of fpcech -, and even in the midft of this de- 
prcffion, perceiving what a fatal obftrudJon 
the death of Don Gafpard would be to my 
love, was ftized with the moft violent defpair I 
I threw myfelf at the feet of Seraphina, and 
prefenting my naked fword, " Madam (faid 
I) fpare the Count de Polan the trouble of 
finding out a man, who might conceal him- 
felf from his refentinent. Revenge your bro- 
tliei", by facrificing his murtherer with your 
own hand. — Strike, Madam, and let the fame 
iword that deprived him of life, become fa- 
tal to his unfortunate adverfary," — " Sir (re- 
plied Seraphina, affefted with my behaviour) 
I loved Don Gafpard; tiierefore, although you 
killed him honourably, and he brought his 
misfortune upon himfelf, you may be affured 
I enter into the refentment of my father. Yes, 
Don Alphonfo, I am your enemy, and will 
a£t againil you every thing that the ties of 
blood and friendlhip can require: but I will* 
not take the advantage of your bad fortune, 
which has put you in my power. — The fame 
honour that arms me againft you, hinders me 
from taking a bafe revenge. The rights of 
hpfpitaiity ought to be inviolable, and there- 
lore I will not repay the fcrvice you have done 
me, with the condufl: of an affaifin. — Fly, 
then ; elude, if you can, our purfuit and the 
rigour of the laws, and fave your life from the 
danger that threatens it.'^ 

, ** HOVfy 
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" How, Madam ! (I replied) when you 
can revenge yourfelf, do you leave it to the 
laws, which may perhaps baulk your refent- 
pient ? Ah ! rather pierce the heart of a mi- 
ferable wretch, who does not deferve your 
forbearance ! No, Madam, do not honour me 
with fuch a noble and generous proceeding. — 
You know not who I am : though I pafs in 
Madrid for the fon of the Baron ue Steinbach 
I am no other than an unfortunate foundling, 
whom he has bcought up, out of pure com- 
paflion ; J- do not even know the authors of 
my being." — *' No matter (fajd Seraphina,^ 
interrupting me with precipitation, as if my 
laft words had given her new pain) were you 
the loweft of mankind, I will do what ho- • 
nour prefcribes," — ■' Well, Madam (faid I) 
fince the death of a brother cannot provoke 
yob to fticd my blood, I will incenfe you by 
a new crime, the audacity of which, I hope, 
you will not excufe — I adore you — I could 
not behold your charms without being dazzled 
with them; and, in fpite of the obi'curity of 
my fate, had entertained the hope of making 
you mine for ever, I. was fo much in love, 
or rather fo vain, as to flatter myfelf that 
heaven (which perhaps favours me by keep- 
ing my origin concealed) would difclote it to 
me one day, when I {hould be able to tell you 
my name without a blulh. — After this con- 
feflion, which injures you fo much, do you 
ftill hcfitate in puniftiing nie ?" — " This rafli 
declaratifMi (replied the lady) would, doubt- 
G 6 Ids. 
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lefs, offend me at another time, but I par- 
don it, in confideration of your prefent agi- 
tation : befides, my own anxiety will not per- 
mit me to attend to fuch difcourfe. Once 
more, Don Alphonfo (added flie, Ihedding 
fome tears} leave this place, fly from a houfe 
you have filled with forrow; for every mo- 
ment you ftay increafes my afflidtion." — " Ma- 
dam, I will no longer refilt (faid I, rifmg) I 
muft banilh myfclf from yoU; but think not 
that, ftudious of preferving a life which is 
odious to you, I will go and feek an afylu'm 
where I can be fecure. — No, no ! I devote 
myfelf to your refentment. — I will go to To- 
ledo, wait with impatience for the fate you 
decree, and, expofing myfclf to your puriuit, 
advance willingly towards the end of my mif- 
fortunes." 

So faying, I withdrew : my horfe was 
brought cut for me, and I repaired to To- 
ledo*, where I ftaid a whole week ; and, 
truly, was at fo little pains to' conceal myfelf, 
that I don't know how lefcaped being taken ; 
fori* cannot believe that the Count de Polan, 
■whole chief care was to Ihut up all the paf- 
. fages againft me, would imagine that I could 
not'pafs through Toledo, — In fine, I yefterday 
left that city, where I fcemed to be tired of 
' ' ■ liberty; 

'. * Toledo,. Gtuited on the Tagus, fa the capital of New Caftil^ 
the feat of »n archbiftop. primate of all Spain: It was former]; 
famous for a drcus, capable of tonlaining 150,000 people. There ■ 
ha grejt nianufaflure of Clk and woukn iluS's in this city i ia 
which, too, 3ie made the befl blades in tlic WOlId j wtlCKC a good 
fwocdisfi'C'jueatly c^JiedaTglcdq, ' ' 
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liberty ; and without keeping any certain road, 
am come to this hermitage, like a man who 
has nothing to fear. — You fee, father, what 
cngrofles my thoughts, and I crave the affift- 
ance of your advice. 

CHAP. XI. 

The old hermit difcovers himfelf, and Gil Bias 
perceives that he is among his acquaintance. 

ALPHONSO having ended the melan- 
choly narration of his misfortunes, the old 
hermit faid to him, '" Son, you have been, 
very imprudent in ftaying fo long at Toledo. 
I look upon all you have recounted in a tight 
. very different from that in which you fee it, . 
and your paflion for Scraphina is, in my opi- 
nion, pure madnefs. Believe me, you muft 
forget that young lady, who cannot poffibly 
be your's. — Yield, therefore, with a good grace 
to the obftacles that fcparate you from her, 
and follow your deftiny, which, in all likeli- 
hood, will be prodii£tive of many other ad- 
ventures. — You will, queftionlefs, find fome 
other young lady, who will make the fame 
impreflion upon your heart, and whole bro- 
ther you have pot flain." 

He was going to add a great many other 
things, in order to exhort Don'Alphonfo to 
have patience, when we faw. another hermit, 
loaded with a wallet, well fluffed, enter the 
hermitage. He was come from the town of 
Cuenca, wnere he had niAde a very iuctefsful 
gather- 



(, Google 



134 ADVENTURES OF 

gathering ; - leemed younger than his com- 
panion, and wore a red bufhy beard. " Wel- 
come, brotiier Antyiio (faid ihe old ancho- 
rite to him) what news from town ?" — " Bad 
' enough (ahfwered the red hairtd brother, put- 
ting a letter in his hand) that billet will infojm 
you." The lenior, having opened arid read 
K with a fuitable attention, cried, " God be 
praifcd ! fince the plot is difcovered, we muft 
regulate our conduct accordingly. Let us 
change our ftilc (added he.) Signor Don Al- 
phonlb, you fee a man expofed like yourfelf 
to the caprice of fortune. I am informed 
fromCuenca, which is. a town about a league 
from this, that fomebody has done me an ill 
ofiice with juftice ; all the agents of which 
are to fet out to-morrow for this hermitage, in 
order to fecure myperfon: but they ftian't 
find the hare in the gin. — This is not the firft 
time that I have been in fiich dilemmas. — 
Thank God, I have almoft always extricated 
myfclf in another (hape; for fiich as you fce 
me, I am neither an old man nor an hermit." 

So faying, he ftrippedhimfelf of alongrobe 
which hie wore, and appeared in a doublet of 
black ferge with flaihed fleeves. — Then he 
pulled off his cap, untied a ftring that fup- 
ported his falfe beard, and, all of a fudden,- 
affumed the figure of a man betv?een twenty 
and thirty years of age.' Brother Antony, 
by his example, quitted his hermit's habit, 
rid himfelf of his red beard in the iame man- 
ner as his companion had done, and took out 
, of 
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of an old worm-eaten coffer, a fiiabby fliort 
caiTock, with which he clothed himfelf.-r- 
But you may guefs my furprlfe, when, in the 
perfon of the old anchorite, I recblledtcd 
Signor Don Raphael J and in that of brother 
Antony, my nioft dear and faithful valet, 
Ambrofe deLamela! — " Good God! {cried 
I, immediately) I find myfelf among my ac- 
quaintances here."-:-" True, Signer GU Bias 
(faid Raphael, fmiling) you have found two 
of your friends when you leaft expe£ted it. 
I confei's you have fome reafon to complain ' 
of us 1 but let us forget what is paft, and 
tliank heaven for our meeting again. Am- 
brofe and I make a tender of our fervices 1 
and I can tell you they are not to be defpifed. 
You muft not think us the worit of mankind: 
we neither affault nor 'aflafTinate : we feek only 
to live at the cxpence of our neighbours ; and 
if theft be a crime, necelTity excufes the injijf- 
iSce. AlTociate with lis, and lead a rambling 
life, which is extremely agreeable, wlien con- 
ducted with prudence ; not but, with all our 
fagacity^ the chain of fccond caufes is forfie- 
times uich, that we mret with unlucky adven- 
tures ! What then ! we enjoy the good with the 
better relifh on that very account. — We are 
hardened agaifift inconftant weather, and ac- 
cuftomed to the viciiIitudes,of. fortune." 

" Signer Cavalier (added the falfe her- 
mit, fpeaking to Don Alphonfo) we make 
the fame propofal to you, which, confidering 
your preient fituation, I think you ought not 
tt> 
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to reje£t;-for, not to mention the atFa'ir that 
obliges you to conceal yourfelf, you muft: cer-, 
tainly be in want of money." — " Yes, truly, 
(faid Don Alphonfo) and that, I own, in- 
creafes my chagrin,"^-" Well, then (replied 
Raphael) don't leave us ; you cannot do bet- 
ter than to join your fortune to our'sj you 
(hall want nothing ; and we will baffle all the 
fcarch of your enemies. We know almoft 
every inch of Spain, having travelled over it; 
and are acquainted with the woods, moun- 
tains, and every place proper for an afylum 
againft the bruulity of juftice." Don Al- 
phonfo thanked them for their good will, and 
being aftually without money or refource, re- 
fofved to bear them company. I came to the 
fame determination, becaufe I would not leave 
the young'gentleman, for whom I felt agrowi- 
ing friendmip. 

Having agreed to go all together, vre be- 
gan to delilaerate, whether we ftiould fet out 
that inftant, or, firft of all, givefome affaults 
to a full bottle of excellent wine, which bro- 
■ ther Antony, the day before, had brougfit 
from Cuenca ; but Raphael, as a man of the 
greateft experience among us, reprefented 
that, before every thing elfe, we muft think of ■ 
our fafety. He was of opinion, therefore, 
that we mould march all night, in order to 
gain a very thick wood between Villardefa 
and Almodabar, in- which we fliould halt, and, 
being perfeftly fecure, fpend the day in taking 
our repofe. This advice being approved, the 
falib 
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falfe hermits made two bundles of their bag- 
gage and provifions, and Jad them in cquili- 
orio on Don Alphonfo's horfe. This was 
done with great expedition j after which wc 
quitted the hermitage, leaving as a prey to 
juftice, the two hermit's-robes, with the white 
and red beards, two pallets, a table, a rotten 
cheft, two old ftraw-bottomed chairs, and the 
image of St. Pacomo. 

We walked all night, and began to feel 
ourfelvcs very much fatigued, when, at day- 
break, we perceived the wood to which we 
were bound. The fight of a port gives new 
vigour to failors tired with a long voyage !-^ 
We accordingly took courage, and at laft ar- 
rived at the end of our journey before fun- 
rife. Penetrating into the thickeft part of the 
wood, we ftopped at a very agreeable fpot 
upon a fmall glade, furrounded with a good 
many tall oaks, the branches of which, meet- 
ing, formed an umbrageous arch, impervious 
to the heat of the day. Here we unbridled 
the horfe to let him feed (after we had un- 
loaded him) and fitting down together, took 
out of brother Antony's wallet feme large 
pieces of bread, with a good many dices of 
roafted meat, and began to attack them as if 
for a wager. Neverthelefs, in fpite of our 
appetites, we often left off eating to embrace 
the bottle, which inceffantly circulated, paf- 
fing/rom the clafp of one into the embraces 
of" another. 

Te- 
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■ ToWanis the end of thc^Vepaft, Don R»i 
phael faid to Don Alphonic^' ** "Signor Ca* 
valter, after the confidence you -have hOiour- 
ed me with, it ia but jufc Aat I recount t» 
yoiithe hiftory of my ract wiih the fwne fm* 
cerity."-i-" It will give mt- great pleafure**. 
(replied the young-man.) ''Arid me in par* 
tecular (iaid I;) for I have an CXtrane cu- 
riofity to hear your adirefitures, which «« 
fioubtlefs' well worth our attention." — " That 
I'll anfwer for ■(■ replied Raphtfii) and I in^ 
tend to commit fhsm to writing 6Be day.— - 
That'fliaU be the amufement- of my old flge( 
for lam ffill young, andwouM havt-the'Yt*^ 
lume enlarged-'; *but atpreftwtwe arefatigtftd: 
let Us- refreCh'. «urfeives witlt a few hours of 
fleep: Whilewe threecnjoyo'urrefli Atnbi^fJl 
wiljr watch agaioft; all furprile, and then fleep 
in his turn. Though I believe -we are very 
fafe in this place, it is always-good to be up* 
On our guard." So faying, he ftretched him- 
fd£ upon the grafs^ Don Alphonfo did the 
lame, I followed their example, and Lamcla 
ftood fcntry. 

Don Alphonfo, inftead of taking fomc re- 
pofe, kqjt himfelf awake wthrefitftingupon 
his misfortune ■, and I could not dole an eye. 
As for Don Raphael, he foon fell afleep ; 
but awaking an hour after, and feeing us dif- 
pofed to liften, he faid to Lamela, " Friend 
Ambrofc, thou may'ft take now a comfort- 
ftble nap. " No, no Creptied Lamcla) I 
have 
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I^v« no inclintitioii to'fleep; and though I 
am wett acqQainted with all the pafTages' of 
your life, .they are fp njfttn^tiyt for people of. 
our profeflion, that I ihall be very well enter- 
tained (n hearing^hem recounted one*, inore.'* 
Don Raptiael imme^atcly bt^an the hiftory 
*f his. life iii ^diefe lertp?, • 
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The biftory of Don Raphael 

I Am the fon of an aftrefs at Madrid, 
whofe name was Lucinda, famous for her 
theatrical talents, and ftill more For her gal- 
lantry. As for my father, I cannot, without 
prefumption, afllime any ane in particular. 
'Tis true, I might tell what man of qu^ty 
was in love with my mother when I came into 
the world, but that epochs would by no' 
means -be a convincing proof of his being the 
author of my birth. A woman of my mo- 
ther's profeflion is fo little to be trufled, .th^t 
even while Ihe appears the moft attached to 
one nobleman, ihc altnoft always fubfti- 
tutes 
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tutes in his place fotne otho* pcrfon for hui' 
money. 

There is nothing like putting one's felf a- 
bovc fcandal ; Lucinda, inltead of bringing 
me up in obfcurity at her own houfe, took me 
by the hand, without ceremony, and carried 
me to the theatre in a very honourable manner, 
without giving herfelf any trouble about the 
difcourfe that pafled at her expence, or the 
malicious fneers that the fight of me never 
failed to create. In a word, I was her darling, 
and carefled by all the men that vifited her, 
fo much, that it looked as if nature pleaded 
with them in mybehalf, 

I was allowed to pafs the firft twelve years 
of my life in .all forts of frivolous amufe- 
ments : fc^-ce *as I taught to read and write j 
and ftill lefs pains were taken to initiate me in 
the principles of my religion : I learned only 
to dance, fing, and play upon the guitarre.— 
This was all I could do, when the .Marquis 
de Leganez alked me as a companion to his 
only fon, who was pretty much of my age. 
Lucinda .willingly complied with his requeft, 
and it yfzs then I b^an to think feripuOy.- 
Young Leganez was not farther advanced 
than I : that little nobleman did not feem .qwS- 
lified by nature' for the fciences. He hardly 
knew one letter of the alphabet, although he 
had been under the inftru£tion of a preceptor 
fifteen months. His other mailers fucceeded 
no better: he exhaufted their patience. They 
were not, - indeed, permitted to ufe rigow-, 
but 
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tutexprtfsly.ordoredtoinftnia without torH 
■ menting him", and that order,' joined, to his 
natural dulnefe, rendered all their Icffons of 
little ornoeffeit. ; 

But the preceptor invented an excellent ex- 
pedient to intimi^te the young nobleman, 
without contradidtjng his father's order. .He 
refolved to flog me, when his pupil dcferved 
paniihtnent -, and he did not fail to put his rc- 
tolutton in pradice. Not reliOiing this expe- 
dient, I ran away, and .complained to my mo- 
ther of fuch unjuft treatment : but, in fpito 
of all her tendernefifor me, Ihe had ftrcngth 
enough to refift my tears, anJd confidcring that 
it was a grcst adv^tage for her fon to live 
with the Marquis dc L^nez, fent me back 
immediately. I was now ^atidoned to the 

f receptor, who, perceiving that his invention 
ad produced a good efie^ continued to flog 
me&illy infteid^ the young nobleman i and, 
in order to make the deeper imprdlion upon 
him, dilciplined ny wim great Icverity. I 
wasfurcto pay, everyday, for young Lega- 
nezv and I may Stature' to affirm, that he 
did not learn on^ ktter of his alphabet, which 
did not cuuie iik an hiindred lalhes. Judge 
you what his rudiments ftood me in. 

The birch, was not the only difagreeablft 
ditng I fu£&red in this houfe : as every body 
knew me, the meaaeft fervants, even the fcul- 
iions, reproached me with my birth. This 
difgufted me fo much, that I ran away one 
day, alter having &und tsews so^feize.die 
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preceptor's whokftock of ready monty^ which 
mighc amount to an hundred and fitty ducats. 
Swch wai the voigeance I took, for the ilripea 
he had fo unjuftly beftowed upon me. I per- 
formed this mght of hand with admirable dex- 
terity, thoughitwas my iirft effay J and hav- 
ing had the addrefs to baffle the fearch that 
was made for me during two days, left Ma- 
drid and repaired to Toledo, without being 
purfued. ■' 

I was then juft going into my fifteenth year; 
What a pleafure iiwa^io be independant at 
that a^j and entirely mafbcr of. ifly b^n ae-* 
tions! I foon contradbed acquaint^ce with 
young people, who polifhed me up, and aflift- 
ed me to fpend my ducats: I aflbciated with 
knights of the poft, who cultivated my happy 
dtrpofition fo welt, that, in a little tunc, I be- 
came one of the rnoft dextrous of tlK order. 
■ At riie end of five years, being fcizcd with 
an inclination to travel, I quitted my con- 
federates, and beginning my prer^rmationi 
by Eftremadura, went as far aS . Alcantara i 
but before I reached that place, finding an 
opportunity of exerting my ul»its, I did not 
let it efcape. Being a-fooc, and monovei. 
loaded with a pretty heavy knaplack, I frc* 
ouently halted to rcpofe myfelf under the frees» 
mat ofiertd me their Ihade, at a little diftance 
from the highway. In one of thele idiing- 
places, 2 found two lads very well dreflea^ 
talking merrily on the g?^fs, while thevcn- 
joyed the cQ«tic& <Mf ue Ihade. 1. Mxaed 
them 
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them very courteoufly, and entered into con- 
verfation with them, at which they did not 
ftem dilpleafcd. The eldeft was not more 
than fifteen, and they Teemed both to be ex- 
tremely raw. '' Signer Cavalier ("faid the 
youngeft to me) we are fons . of ftwo rich .citi- 
zens of Placentia, who, longing extremely 
to fee the kingdom of Portugal, in order to 
fatisfy our cunofity, have taken an hundred 
piftoles each from our parents J and, as we tra- 
vel on foot, hope to go a great way with that 
fum. What is your opinion of the matter ?" 
« If I had fo much (I replied) God knows 
where I fhould go : 1 would vifit the four 
corners of the world. What the devil ! two 
hundred piftoles ! 'tis an immenfe fum, and 
you'll never fee the end of it. If it be agree- 
able to you, gentlemen (added I) I fliall nave 
the honour of accompanying you as far as 
the city of Ahneria, where I am going to 
take poflefiion of the eftate of an uncle, who 
has been fettled in that place twenty years, or 
thereabouts." 

The young citizens affured me, they would 
be glad of my company. Whereupon, hav- 
ing retted oarfelves a little,, we fet forward^ 
all together towards Alcantara, where we ar- 
rived a good while before night, and went to 
lodge at a good inn. We alked for a room, 
and wiere Ihown into one, where there was a 
prefs with a key in it. Having befpoke fup- ' 
per, I propofed to my comrades, that we 
fiiould go and f^ dje town, wi^ik it was ^- 
ting 
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ting ready. They accepted the propofal, we 
locked our knapfacks in the prefs, the key of 
which one of the citizens put in his pocket, 
and going out of the inn went to view the 
churches. While we were in the cathedral I 
pretended, all of a fudden, to have an affair 
of confequence in hand, and faid to my com- 
panions, *' Gentlemen, I have juft recolleft- 
ed that a perfon of Toledo defired me to 
deliver a Ihort me0age to a merchant, who 
lives near this church. Pray, wait for me 
here, and I'll be back in an inftant." So fay- 
ing; I left them, ran to the inn, flew to the 
cheft, forced the lock, and rummaging the 
knapfacks of my young cits, found their pif- 
toles. Poor children ! I did not leave them 
fo much as one to pay for their night's lodg- 
ing. I carried sH off", quitted the town as 
f^ as pofliblc, and took the road to Merida, 
without giving myfelf any further concern 
about them. 

That adventure put me in a -condition to 
travel agreeably : though! was young, I found 
myfelf capable of conducing myfelf with pru- 
dence 1 and I may fay, I was pretty old, con- 
fidering my years. Having relblved to buy 
a mule, I put my refdution in praftifc at the 
next village. I even converted my knapfack 
into a portmanteau, and b^an to aflume a 
little more of the man of confequence. On 
the third day I met a man finging vefpers, 
as loud as he could roar, on the highway. 
Judging, by his appearance that he was a 
Vol. II. H chanter^ 
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chanter, I accofted him with courage. " Si- 
gner bachelor, you fing purely; your heart 
goeg with your profeffion, I fee."—*' Sir (an- 
Iwered he) I am a chanter, at your fervice, 
and anfiufe myfelf with clearing my pipes, as 
you hear. 

In this manner we entered into converfa- 
tion, and I percdved that I had got in com- 
pany with a moft witty and agreeable fellow, 
about four or five and twenty years old. As 
he travelled on footj T made my mule walk, 
flowly, that I might have the pleafure of con- 
verfing with him ; and, among other things, 
the dilcourfe turned on Toledo. '* I know . 
that city perfeftly well (faid the chanter) 
having lived a good while in it, and I believe 
have fome friends there." — '* In what place 
(anlwered I, interrupting hifn) did you live 
at Toledo ?" He replied, " In the new ftrett. 
I lived with Don Vincent de Buena Garra, 
Don Matthias de Cordel, and two or three 
more gentlemen of honour; we lodged, eat, 
and pafled our time cgreeably together." 
Tliefe words furprifed me; for it muft be ob- 
fcfved, that thoie gentlemen, whofe names he 
mentioned, were die very ftiarpers with whom 
I had kept company at Toledo. " Signor 
Chanter (cried I) thofe gentletnen, whom you' 
have named, are of my acquaintance, and I 
Jived with them in the new ftreet." — ** I un- 
derftand you (he replied, fmiling) that is to 
fay, you are entered into the company, fmce 
J left it three'ycars ago."—" 1 have (faid I^ 
quitted 
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quitted thefe geirdemen, becaufe t was feized 
Vfith an inclination to travel. I intend to make 
the tour of Spain ; knowing that I (hall im- 
prove by experience." — " Without doubt (he 
itplied) one muft travel before he can have a 
finifhcd eduction : it was for this reafon that 
I left Toledo, where I lived very agreeably, 
I thank heaven (added he) for having met, 
when I leaftexpefted it, i knight of my Own 
order. I^et us join, travel together, make 
attempts on our neighbour's purfe, and lay 
hold of every occafion that prefents itfelf of 
. exerting our (kill." 

He made this propofal fo frankly, and with 
iiich- a good grace, that I accepted it. He 
won my confidence all of a fudden, in bc- 
ftowing his upon me, and we unbofomed our- 
ielves to one another. I recounted my hiftory 
to him, and he made no myftery of his ad'* 
ventures to mcj letting me know, that he 
was juft come from Portalegro, whence an 
unfuccefsful trick had obliged him to efcape 
with precipitation in the drefs he now wore. 
After he had communicated to me his whole 
affairs, we refolved to go to Merida together, 
in order to try our fortune, by ftriking fome 
lucky ftrokc, if po(ribIe, and then immedi- 
ately decamping to remove elfewhere. From 
that moment our (tock became common be- 
twixt us: indeed, Moralez (fo my compaftion 
was called) was not in a very brilliant fitua- 
tion. His whole fortune confifted of five or 
-^ ducats,' with fome baggage that he carried 
Hz iji 
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tn a wallet : but, if I was richer than" he in 
ready money, he, on the other hand, was 
more confuininate than I in the art c^ de- 
ceiving mankind. 

We mounted my mule by turns, and, in 
this manner, arriving at Merida, halted at an 
inn in the fuburbs, where my comrade took, 
9ut of his wallet a drefs, in which he was no 
loofier clothed than -he went to take a turn 
through the tpwn, reconnoitre the ground, 
' and look for an opportunity of going to work. 
We confidered every objed that,prefented it- 
felf with great attention, and, as Homer 
would have faid, relembled two kites, that 
caft their eyep abroad to look for birds on 
which to prey. In fliort, we waited in hopes 
that chance would afford an occafion on which 
we might employ our induftry, when we per-- 
ceived in the ftreet an old grey<haired gentle-^ 
|nan fighting againlt three men, who pulhed 
hard at him. 1 was {hocked at the inequality 
of the combat, and, as I am naturally a tilter, 
flew to the afljftance of the old man : Mgralea 
following my example, we attacked the gen^ 
tleman's three enemies, and obliged them to 
feek their I'afety in flight. 

The fcnior was mighty thankful. " W< 
are very glad (faid I to him) thqt we happen- 
^ to be here fo fedbnably, to give you aflift- 
ance : but let us know, at leaft, who we have 
had the good fortune to lerve { and pray tell 
us for what reafon thoie three men would 
have aflailinated you."—" Gentlemen (he re-; 
jjlied) 
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riied) ! am too much obliged to refufe the 
.- misfa£ti6n you defire. My name is Jerome 
de Moyadas, andl live on my fortune in this 
city : one of thofe affaflins, from whom you 
jhave. delivered me, made love to my daugh- 
ter, afked her of me in marriage foma days 
ago, and, as he could not obtain my confent, 
attacked me fword in hand, in order to be re- 
venged." — ** And may onealk (I replied) your 
reafon for refuQng your confent to that gentle- 
ipaji ?" — " I will tell you ffaid he :) I had a 
brother, a merchant in this city, whole name 
was Auguftin ; two months ago he was at 
Catatrava, and lodged at the houfe of Juan 
Yelez de Menbrilla, his correipondent, with 
whom he was fo intimate, that, in order to- 
ftrengthen their friendfliip ftill more, he pro- 
mifcdmy only daughter Florentina in mar- 
n^;e to his km, not -doubting that he had' 
credit enough with me to perform his pro- 
mifc. Accordingly, my brother, upon his 
leturn to Mertda, no fooner mentioned the' 
afiair, thun I, out of love to him, confented 
to the marriage. He then fent Florentina's 
piftiite to Catatrava ; but, alas ! had not the 
fatisfafUon of finifhing the work, for he died 
three weeks ago, conjuring me, on his death- 
bed, to difpofe of my daughter to none but 
hiscorrefpondent's fon. This I prom'ifed, and 
on this account refufed Florentina to the gen- 
tleman who affaulted me, although he is a 
very advantageous match. I am a flave to my 
word, and every moment expeft the fon of 
H 3 juari 
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Juan Velez de Menbrilla, on whom I will fie*- 
ftow my daughter in marriage, though I never 
faw either him or his fether. I beg paidoh 
^continued- Jerome de Moyades) for troubling 
■you with this oration : but you yourfelf ex- 
afted it of me." 

I liltened to him with great attention, and 
rdblved upon a trick that flruck me in the 
.head of a fudden, afieded great aftonifhment^ 
lifted up my eyes to heaven, .and turning to- 
wards the old man, faid, in a pathetick tone^ 
" Ah, Signor Moyadas ! is it pc^ible, thar, 
on my fiiSi arrival ^^erida, I fhould be fo 
.happy as to fave the life of my father-in-law V* 
The old citizen was ftrangely furpnfed at thcfii ' 
- words, as well as Moralez, who Ihowid by his 
countenance what a great rogue he took ms 
to be. " What do I hear? (replied tho 
.fenior.) How! areyou<hefonof my brother*t 
correfpondent ?"— '* Yes, Sijgnor Jerome de 
Moyadas -^anfwered I, with an. ^audacious 
countenance, while I threw my arms about his 
neck) I am that happy mortal Sx whom the 
adorable Florentina is deftined But, before 
I exprefs my joy at entering into your family, 
allow me to 11^ into your bc^om the tears 
which the remembrance of your brother Au- 
guftin renews ! I fliould be the moft ungrace- 
ful of all mankind, if I was not lenhbly touch- 
ed with the death of a peribn to whom I owe 
all the happinefs of my life !"' So faying, I 
^ain embraced honeft Jerome, and covered 
fay eyes with my hand, on pretmceof wiping 
away 
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away my tears. Moralez, who. In a twink- 
ling, perceived the advantage we might reap 
from a trick of this kind, did not fail to - fc- 
cond the impofture, and pafling for my valet» 
even topped me in the forrow I had mani- 
fefted for the death of Signer Auguftin. *' Si- 
gnor Jeromie (cried he) what a lofs you have 
iutfered in your brother's death ! he was fuch 
an honeft man ! the very phoenix of com- 
merce ! a difinterefted merchant ! a merchant 
^f integrity ! there are few of his fellows to 
be met widi." 

We had to do with a fimple and credulous 
man, who, fo far from fufpcfting the cheat, 
was himfelf an aOiltant in it. *' And why 
(fiud be) did you not come ftraight to my 
houfe P You Ihould not have gone to lodge at 
an.inni confidering the terms on which we 
Me, no ceremony oueht to have been obferv- 
cd" — ** Sir (anfwerea Moralez, taking upon 
him to fpeak for me) my mafter is, I grant 
you, a little ceremonious : not but that^ is 
excnfable in fonteHiape, in being unwilling 
to appeal before you lo his prefent Atuation: 
for we have been robbed in our journey hither 
and loft all our bagg^."— *' The young man 
(faid I, interrupting him) tells you nothing 
but the truth, Signor de Moyades. This 
misfortune did not permit me to come to your 
houli : I durft not prefent myfelf in this garb 
, before the eyes of a miftrcfs who has not as 
etfeenmej and, for that reafon, 1 waited the 
etgrn of a valet, whom I have fent to Cala- 
is 4 trava.;' 
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trava." — " This accident (replied the old man) 
ought not to have hindered you from coming 
to Itay at my houfe, where I intend you (hafl 
immcidiatcly take up your lodging." 

So faying, he carried me home with him • 
and, by the way, we talked of the pretended 
robbery that I had fuflfercd, when 1 affured 
him; that what gave me the greateft concern, 
was my having loft, with my baggage, the 
picture of Florentina. Whereupon the citi- 
zen obferved with a fmite, that I might con- 
fole myfelf for that lofs the more eafily, as 
the original was better than the copy^ la 
efl^j as foon as we came to his houfe, he 
called his daughter, who was not above fix- 
tcen years of ^e, and might have been count- 
ed an accompliflied young lady •, faying to me, 
** You fee the object which my late brother 
promifed to you,"-^— " Ah, Signor ! (cried I,. 
with a paflionate air) you have no occallon to 
tell me, that this is the amiable Florentina! 
thefc charming features are engraved on my 
memory, and ftill more upon my heart. If 
the pi£tuie which I loft, and which was only 
a flight fketch of fuch pcrfeftion, could in- 
flame me with the moft ardent paffion, judge 
how I muft be tranfported at this moment !" 
*' You flatter me too much (faid Florentina) 
■for I am not vain enough to imagine that my 
'CjuaLBcations juftify your difcoune." — " Go 
on with your compliments," (faidthe father.) 
At the fame time he left me alone with his 
daughtCT, and taking Moralez afide, " Friend, 
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(iaid he to him) you. have loft aH your bag- 
gage, then, and, without: doubt your money 
too." — " Yes, Sir (anfwered my comrade) a 
great number of banditti poured upon us, 
nearCjftil Blazo, and left us nothing but the 
clothes on our backs: but we Ihail, in a, very 
fliort time^ receive bills of exchange, which 
will fet all things to rights again." 

. " But, untill thofe bills arrive (replied the 
old man, taking a purle out of his pocket) 
hye are an hundred piftoles at your fervice." 
" O, Sir ! (faid Moralez) my mailer would 
not -ccept thcrti for the world. I find you 
don't know him. Zooks! he is a man of. 
great delicacy on thefe occafions. He is hone 
of thofe falhiopable youngfters, who are apt 
to take up from everybody. He does not 
love to be ia debt, and would rather beg his 
bread than borrow one farthing." — " So 
much the better (faid the honeft citiSKn;) 1. 
cfteem him the more on that account: I can- 
not bear" to fee young men contract debts. I . 
pardon it indeed in peo6le of qualky, becaufe 
It is a privilege they have pofieffcd 'a long 
time. I won't (continued he) affront thy ma- 
fter, and fmce it will only give him pain to . 
offer him money, we moft fay no more about 
it." With thefe words, he was going to put 
thejjurfe in his pocket agaih, but my com- 
panion held liis hand, faying, " Hold, Si- 
gner Moyadas, whatever ayerfion my malter 
has to borrowing, I don't defpair of prevail- 
ing upon him to accept your hundred piltoles. , ' 
H $ It 
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It is only from ftrangcrs he is fhy of borrow- 
ing 1 he is not fo cwtmonious with his own 
family : he can even demand of his father, 
with a good grace, whatever money he has 
occafion for. The young, gentleman, you 
perceive, knows how to aiftmguifh pcrfons, 
■ wid ought to look upon you. Sir, as a fecond 
father." 

. Morakz, by fuch difcourfe, fecured the 
purfct^ the old man, who came and rejoined 
lis J and finding his daughter and me engaged 
in mutual compliments, interrupted our con- 
verfation, by telling Florentina the obligation 
he lay under to me i and, on that fcore, made 
'me profeflions which convinced me of his 
gratitude. I laid hold of fuch a favouiable 
-difpofition, and told the citizen, that the molt 
fcnfitile mark of acknowledgement he could ■ 
ihow, would be to haften my marriage with 
"his dau^ter. He yielded with a good grace 
to my impatience, afluring me, that in three 
days at fartheft I fliould be Florentina's huf-- 
band, and that inftead of Yix thoufand ducats» 
which he had promifed for her dower, he 
would give me ten, as a proof of his being 
deeply aflfcded with the fervice I had done 
him. 

Moralez and J, dierefore, lived with tht 
honeftman, Jerome dc Moyadas, kindly treat- 
«d, and in the agreeable expectation of ten 
thoufand ducats, with which we propofed to 
mak^ a fudden decampment from Merida. 
Our joy, however, was checked by fear: wc 
■yiat 
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were apprehenfive, that in Icfs than three days, 
the true Con of Juan Velez de Menbrilla would 
arrivtf, and crois our good fortune. 

Tliis fear was by no means ill founded : ■ 
for, the very next day, a kind of peafant, 
k)aded with a portmanteau, came to the houfc 
of Florentina's father, when I was not at 
home, though my comrade was prefent. •' Sir 
(faid the peafanc to the old man) I belong to 
« young gentleman of Calatrava, called Si- 
gnor de la Menbrilla, who is to be your fon- 
jn-law. We arejufl: arrived, and he will be 
here prefcntly. I came before to give you 
notice of his approach." Hehadfcarcefpoke . 
ihefe words, when his mafter appeared : a cir- , 
cumftance that furprifed the old man very 
much, and difconcerted Moralez a little. 

Pedro, who was a very genteel young fel- 
low, addrefled hirhfelf to Florentina's father : 
but the' honeft citizen did not give him time 
to Hnifh his difcourfe, and, turrang to my com- " 
panion, alked the meaning of all this. Then 
Moralez, who was (ecord to no man tan earth 
in impudence, aflumed an air of aflurance, 
and faid to the old man, "Sir, thefetwomcn 
belong to the troop of thieves who robbed 
us on the^ighway : I recoUe£t them both very 
well, particularly him who has the audacity 
to call himfelf the fon of Signor Juan Velez 
de la Menbrilla." The old citizen believed 
Moralez, and, perfuaded that the ftrangers 
were cheats, faid to them, " Gentlemen, you 
come too. late: your fcheme is prevented: 
H 6 Pedro 
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Pedro de la Menbrilla has been in my houfe 
fince yeflxrday." — " Take care of what you 
fay (anfwered the young man of Calatrava) 
you have got an impoftor in your family; for 
you muft know that Juan Velez de Men- 
brilla has no other fon than me." — " I know 
better (replied the old man) and am not ig- 
norant of your profeffion : don't you recoiled 
this young man, and remember his mafter» 
whom you robbed." — " If I was not in your 
houfe (faid Pedro) I would punifli the mfo- 
ience of that cheat, who has the prefumption 
to call me a robber. Let him thank your 
prefence, that reftrains my indignation. Sir, 
(added he) you are impoled upon. I am the 
young man to whom your brother Auguftin 
promilcd his niece. If you delire it, I can 
(how all the letters which he wrote to my/(i- 
ther on the fubjedt of the marriage. Will 
you not believe it when you fee the pifture of 
Z'lorentina, which he fent to me fome time 
beforehis death." 

" No ! (faid the old citizen, intemjpiiDg 
him) neither the picture, nor the letters, wiS 
convince me : I know very well in what man- 
ner they fell into your hands^ and I advile 
yjM], as a friend, to be gone from Merida as 
leon as you can."^ — " This is too much (cried 
ibe young gentleman in his turn) I will rio? 
fuffer n^ name to be ftolen with impunity, 
nor myfelf to be treated like an highwaymjui. 
I know fome people in this place, whom I 
will find, andietum to confound this impofr 
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tor that has prejudiced you againft me," So 
faying, he retired with his valet, and Moralcz 
femained maiter of the field : nay, this ad- 
venture made Jerome de Moyadas rcfolve to 
have the marrrage celebrated that very day, 
and he went out inftantly, to give the necefla- 
Tj orders for. the occalion. 

Though my comrade was very well pleated 
tftfecFiorentina's father in a difpofuion fo fa- 
vourable for us, he was fai- from being pcr- 
feiSly at eafe ; fearing the confequence of the 
meafures which he concluded Pedro would 
certainly take, he waited for me with impa- 
tknce to communicaK what had happened. 
Finding him, at my return, plunged in a 
profound reverie, ** What is the matter, 
friend ? (faid I) thou feemeft in a brown ftu- 
dy." He replied, '* If I am, it is not with- 
out reafon." and informed me of the whole 
affair ; adding, " Thou leeft what caufe I 
have to mufe. It was thou alone, who raihly 
threw us into that dilemma. It was a (hining 
enterprife, I own, and would have crowned 
thee with glory had it fucceeded : but, in all 
appearance, it will end ill ; and it is my ad- 
vice, that, in order to prevent explanations, 
we immediately betake ourfelves to our heels, 
with the feather which we have plucked £rom 
the honcft man's wing." 
. *' Mr. Moralez (anfwcred I to tlus pro- 
ppfal) you yield to difficulties, I find, very 
foon, and don't do a great deal of honour to 
Don Matthias de Corael, and the other cava- 
. . liers 
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licrs, "wich whom you lived at Toledo ; one, 
who has ferved his apprenticelhip under fiich 
able mailers, ought not to be eafily alarmed. 
As for inc, who intend to walk in the fteps 
pf thefe heroes, and prove myfelf a worthy 
pupil, I will bear up againft the obftacle that 
terrifies you, and make my urmoft effort to 
furmount it."— — " If you accomplifh that 
(laid my companion) I will prefer you to all 
the greatmcn in Plutarch." 

Juft as Moralez had done fpeakiJig, Jerome 
de Moyades coming in faid to me, *' You 
fliall be my f jn-in-law this very evening; your 
fervant, I fuppofe, has told you what Happen- 
ed. What do you think of the impudence 
pf the rogue, who would have made me be- 
lieve that he was the fon of my brother's cor 
refpondent ?*' — " Signor (anfwered I, in a 
melancholy tone, and with the moft ingenu- 
ous air I could affe<5t) I Hnd I am not qualified - 
to carry on a deceit, I muft fincerely own that 
I am not the fon of Juan Velez de Menbrilla." 
" What do I hear ! (cried the old man, inter- 
rupting me with equal precipitation andfur' 
prife) How! you not the young man, to 

whom my brother" ** Pray, Sir {faid I, 

intierrupting him m my turn) be fo good as 
to hear me to an end. I have loved your 
daughter thefe eight days, during which my 
paffion has detained me at Mwida ; and yef- 
terday, after having come to your afliftance, 
I was about to demand her in marri^e, when 
you ftoppcd my mouth, by giving me to under- 
ftand 
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(land that (he was deftmed'for another. You 
told me, that your brother, in his laft mo- 
maits, conjured you to beftow her upon Pe- 
dro de la Menbrilla; that you promifed to 
comply-with his requeft, and, in ihort, that 
you was a Ilave to your word. This infor- 
mation, I confcfs, overwhelmed!, me' and my 
love, reduced to defpair, infpired me with the 
ftratagem I put in praftift. I mufl; tell ypu, 
however, that I fecretly upbraided riTyXelf with 
the trick I had put upon you -, but I flattered 
myfelf that you would forgive it, when I 
Ihould have difcovered it, and cMivinced you, 
that I am an Italian prince, who travel incc^- 
nito, and that my latiier is fo^ereign 0* cer- 
tain vdliss fituated between the Swifs, die 
Milanefe, and Savoy. I imagined thaf you 
would he agreeably furprifed, when I fliould 
have revealed my birth j and I felt all the 
■pleafure of a delicate and paflionate hufband, 
in the hope of declaring it to Florentine 
after. our marriage. Heaven (added I,' chang- 
A ing my tone) would nofr indiTlge me in fo 
much joy : Pedro de la Menbrilla appears, 
and I muft reftore him his name^ how much 
fbever the rcftitution will colt me. You are 
engaged, by your promife, to choofe him for 
a fon-in-kw ; and it is your duty to prefer 
him to me, without r^ard to my rank, or 
compaflion for the cruel fiiuation to which 
you are going to reduce me, I will not pre- 
tend to rcprdent, that yoiir brother was only 
,the uqcle of your daughter, and ttat you be- 
■ " - ing 
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ing her father, ic is more juft to acquit your- 
felf of the obligation you owe to me, than to 
make it a point of honour to keep a promife, 
which is but llightly binding." 

" Yes, doubtlcfs, it is.fo (cried Jerome 
de Moyadas) therefore I do not intend to hc- 
fitate between you and Don Pedro de la Men- 
brilla. If my brother Auguftin was ftill alive 
he would not blame mc for giving the pre- 
ference to" a man who faved my life, and who 
is, moreover, a prince, who does not difd^ 
ta afk my alliance. I muft be an enemy to 
my own happinefs, and entirely deprived of 
my underftanding, if I did not give you my 
daughter, and even prcla the celebration of 
the marriage." — " But, Signor (I replied) 
do nothing impccuoufly, confull your intereft 
only, and, notwithftanding the nobility of my 
blood" — " Sure you jeil ! (faid he, inter- 
rupting me) ought I to nefitate one moment ? 
No, my prince, I muft humbly befcech you 
to honour the happy Florentina with your 
hand this very evening." — " Well (faid I) be 
it (o ; go carry the news yourfelf, and inform 
her of her glorious fate." 

While the honeft citizen flew eagerly to tell 
his daughter, that fhe had made a conqueft 
of a prince, Moralez, who had heard the 
whole convcrfation, threw himftlf on his knees 
before me, faying, ." Monfignor the Italian 
prince, fon of a fovereien of^the vallics fitu- 
ated between the SwJfs, Milanefe, and Savoy, 
give me leave to. embrace the feet of your 
high- 
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' highnefs, and teftify, the exceffive joy I feel. 
■ Upon the faith of a knave, I look upon you 
' as a prodigy. I thought myfelf the nrft maij 
in the world, but truly 1 ftrike to you, al- 
though you have Icfs experience than 1."—^ 
>• What! you are no longerimeafy I hope,** 
(faid I to hiHi.) " OJi ! not at all (anfwered 
he) I am no longer afraid of Signer Pedro ; 
let him come again as foon as he pleafes.'*' 
Moralez and I now being firm in the ftirrups,r 
'began to regulate the courTe we Ihould take 
with the dowry, on which we depe^ided fo 
much, that we could not have thought our- 
■felves more fecure of it had it been already in 
TSur pockets. We had not as yet got it for all^; 
.that, and the cataftrophe of the adventure did' 
«ot anfwer our expeftation. * 

In a little time the young man of Cala>- 
"trava returned, accompanied by two citizen? 
and an alguazil, as formidable on account of 
his wiflcers and fwarthy complexion as of 
his employment. Florentina's father bdng 
prefent, *' Signor de Moyadas (faid Pedro 
to him) I have brought hither three creditable 

r;ople, who know me, and can tell you whb 
am." — " Yes, fure ! (cried the alguazil) I 
can tell, and I Certify to all whom it may con- 
cern, that I know you. Your name is Pe- 
dro, and you are the only fbn of Juan Velez 
de la Menbrilla : whoever maintains the con- 
trary is an impoftor." — ** I believe you, Mr. 
Alguazil (faid the honeft man Jerome de 
Moyadas) your evidence is facred with me. 
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as well as that of the gentleman merchants 
who are along with you. I am fully con- 
vinced that the young cavalier, -who conduc- 
ed you Either, is the only fon of my brother^s 
correfpondent i but that does not fignify, I 
am no longer in the mind to give him my 
■daughter.'* 

'* Oho ! that's another afi*air (f^d the al- 

fuazil) I come hither only to aflure you, that 
know this young man. You are mafter of 
your child, and nobody can compel you to 
part with, her ^ainft your inclination.'*-*- 
'? Nor do I intend (faid Pedro, interrupting 
him) to ofier violence to the inclination of 
Signor de Moyadas v but, he will give me 
leave to afk, why he has changed his fenti- 
ments, or if he has any cau& to complain of 
me. Let me be aiTured, atleaft, that I have 
not loft the fweet hope <^ being his fiin-in-law 
by my own mifbchaviour." — "1 have nocaufe 
to complain of you (replied the old man) and 
will even own, that it is with rt^i^t I fee my- 
■ ielf under a neceflity of broking my word, 
for which I coqjare you to forgive me. 1 am 
pcrfuaded, that you are too generous to take it 
amiTs, that I prefer you to a rival who has 
faved my life. Here he is (purfued he, fliow- 
jng me to the company) this is the perfon who 
refoued me from the moft imminent danger ; 
and that my ^xcufe may have ftill more force, 
I mufl inform you lie is no lefs tlun an Italian 
prince." 

At 
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•At thefe laft words, Pedro became mutt 
md confounded; the two merchants ftared 
with the utmoft furprife j but the algiiazil, 
iccuftomed to look upon the worft fide of ■ 
every thing, fuipefted this wonderful adven- 
ture to be a trick that might turn out to his 
advanuge •, he eyed me vtry attentively, and 
his good-will being baffled by my fratures, 
which were utterly unknown to him, he exa- 
cnined my comrade with the fame attention. 
Vnluckily for my hi^ncfs, hc*recolleifted 
Moralez, and remembering to have fccn him 
in the prifon of Ciudad Real, " Aha t (cried 
he_J here is one of ow cuftomers i I remem- 
ber this gentleman, who, I afTure you is oxiM 
of the moft perfeft (harpers within the king- 
doms and principalities of Spain."—** Softly, 
Mr. Alguazil (laid Jerome de Moyadas) tb* 
young man whom you paint fo diladvant- 
tagcoufly, is the domeftick of a prince."— 
•^ Very well (replied the alguazil) I know 
enough to form my refolution accordingly, and 
judge of the matter by the man. I don't doubt 
that thefe gallants are two cheats, who have 
agreed to impofe upon you. I know how to 
man^ in fuch cales •, and to let you fee that 
thefe wits are adventures, I will carry them 
inftantly to jail. I intend to introduce them 
to a private converfation with Monfieur the 
Corregidor ; after which, they will feel that 
whippmg is not yet out of fafluon." — '* Hold 
thefe, mafter officer ^replied the old man) 
don't let yis pufli matters fo far : people of 
yowx 
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your profeffion are not afraid of giving fwin 
to a worthy man. May not this valet be > 
rogue, and his mailer a man of honour ! I> 
it a new thing to fee (harpers in the fcrvice of 
princes ?" — " You joke with your princes 
({aid the alguazil) thisyoung fellow, is a Knight 
of the poll, you may depend upon it, and I 
arreft him and his comrade in the king's name. 
I have twenty foldiers at the door, who fhaU 
drag them to prifon, if they refufe to go witb 
a good grace. Come, my prince (addrefllng 
himfeli to me) let us march." 

I was thunderftruck at thefe words, as well 
as Mbralez, and our concern rendered us fuf- 
peded to Jerome de Moyadas ; or rather coor 
yincoi him, that we actually had a defign to 
defraud him. On this occafion, however, he 
behaved like a gallant man j faying to the al- 
^azil, " Matter officer, perhaps your Aifpi- 
cions are falie, and perhaps they are but too 
true. Be it as it will, let us dive no farther 
into the affair : let thefe two young cavaliers 
retire wherefoever theypleafeto go, and I beg 
you will not oppofe their retreat : it is a. fa- 
vour I aflt, in order to acquit myfelf of the 
obligation I owe them." — ** Where I ftriftly 
to do my duty (anfwered the alguazil) I 
fhould .imprifon thefe gentlemen, without 
having any regard to your intreaty; but, for 
your lake, I will relax a little, provided that 
they quit the town this inftant : for if I meet 
them to-morrow, egad ! they Ihajl fee what 
will become of diem." 

. When 
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- Whien Moraiez and I underftood that we 
were free, we recoUeded ourfelves a little, en-- 
dcavoured to talk boldly, and affirm that wo' 
■were perfons of honour; but the alguazil 
filenced us with a fierce lookj and .1 don't 
know how, thcfe people have an afccndancy 
over us. We were obliged, therefore, to: 
abandon Florentina and her portion to Pedro 
de la Menbrilla, who, doubtlefs, became the 
fon-in-law of Jerome de Moyadas^ and retire 
with all fpeed, taking the road to Truxillo, 
with the confolation of having, at lealj, got 
an hundred piftoles by the adventure. About 
-an hour before night, pafling by a .little vil- 
l^e, with a refolution of going farther be- 
fore we fliould hair, we perceived an inn of 
a pretty good appearance for that place, and 
the landlord, with his wife, fitting on long 
flones at the door. The huiband, a tall, mea- 
gre old fellow, thrummed upon a wretched^ 
guitarre, for the diverfion ot his wife, who 
fcemed to liften with pleafure. " Gentlemen, 
(cried the landlord, when he faw wc did not 
ftop) I advife you to halt at this place ; you 
won't find a village within three weary leagues 
of this; and even there, I aflTure you, youi 
won't be fo well ferved as here: take my; 
word for it, and walk into my houie, where 
I will entertain you handfomely, at a reafon- 
able rate." Wc fuflFered ourfelves to be per- 
fuaded, and approaching the man and his- 
wife, bid them good even -,, and having featcd' 
ourfelves by theqi, began jail four to talk of^ 
indifferent 
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indifferent fubjefts. The landlord faid he was 
an officer of tlie holy brotherhood, and his 
wife was a fat merry dame, who feemed to 
underftand very well "how to vend her com- 
modities. 

Our converfation was interrupted by the 
arrival of twelve or fifteen cavaliers, feme 
mounted on mules, and fome on horfe-back, 
followed by thirty ba^^ moyls loaded with 
' bales. ** Ah ! what a number of princtIS 1 
(cried the landlord, at fight of To many people) 
where ihall I find lodging for them all?" In 
a moment the village was crouded with men 
and beafts. There was luckily; near the inn, 
a vaft barn, in which the moyls and the bag- 
gage were difpoled ; the mules and horfes 
Belonging to the cavaliers were put in other 
places i and as for the men, they did not con- 
cern themfelves fo much about finding beds, 
as in befpeaking a good fuppcr. TIk land- 
lord, his wife, and a young maid-fervant be- 
longing to the houfe, wctc not idlcj they 
flai^htered all the poultry in their yard, which 
joined to fome ragouts made of rabbets and 
cats, and a plentiful difh of foup, compofed- 
of cauliflowers and mutton, ftirniflied enter- 
tairunent enough for the whole company. 

- Moralezond I looked at the cavaliers, who 
from time to time eyed us alfb. At laft we 
entered iitto convcrfttion, and told them, that 
if it was agreeable, wc would fup in company. 
They affurcd us that we couti not do them 
a jgreattT pleafure : fo we fat down aM together 
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at table. There was one among them, who 
feemed to be the chief, and for whom the reft, 
though otherwije very familiar, did not fail 
to fliow fome deference : it is true, indeed, he 
kept the upper end, talked in an elevated tone 
of voice, and even contradicted fometimes, 
in a cavalier manner, the fentiments of the 
reft, who, far from replying in the fame man- 
ner to him, fcejned to rcfped: his opinions. 
The difcourfc falling, by accident, on An-' 
dalufiai and Moralez taking it into his head 
to pratfe Seville, this man faid to him, " Si- 
gner Cavalier, you are making the eulogium 
of the city where I firft drew breath, or at leaft 
I was born in its neighbourhood, lince the. 
town of Mayrena gave me to the worid." 
" I can fay the iame thing- (anfwered my 
companion) I was likewlfe born at Mayrena, 
and I muft certainly know your parents : pray, 
whofc fon are you ?" — " I am (faid the cava- 
lier) the fon of an honeft notary, called Mar- 
tin Moralez." — " Upon my faith (cried my 
comrade with emotion) the adventuVe Js ex- 
tremely Angular: you are then my.cldeft bro- 
ther, Manuel Moralez." — ** The very fame 
(faid the other) and ,you are, I fuppofc, my 
young brother, Lewis, whom I left in- the 
cradle, when I quitted my father's houfe?" 
•* That is my name, indeed," (replied my 
comrade.) Upon which they both got up, 
and embraced cuie another with great Sec- 
tion. Then Signor Manuel faid to the com- 
I pany, " Gentlemen, this event is altogether 
mar- 
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marvellous I I have, by accident,- met and 
difcovercd a brother, whom I have not feen 
thefe twenty years and more: allow me ta 
prefcnt him to the company." All the cava- 
liers, who kept themfelves ftanding, out of 
complaifance, faluted the young Moralez, and 
l6aded him with careffes. Afterwards, wc 
fat down ^ain at table, where we remained 
all night, without going to bed ; the two bro- 
thers fitting by one another, and converfing 
by themfelves about their family, while the 
other guefts drank and made merry. 

I^wis, after a long convcriation with Ma- 
nuel, taking me afide, faid, " All thefe ca- 
valiers are domefticks of the Count de Mon- 
tanos, whom the king has lately named for 
viceroy of Majorca, They are conducing 
their matter's equipage to Alicant, where they 
arc to embark. My brother, who is become 
fteward to that nobleman, has propofed to 
carry me along with himj and, on account 
of the reluftance I expreffed in leaving you, 
told me, that if you would accompany us, 
fie would procure for you a good employ- 
ment. Dear friend (added he) I advife thee 
jiot to difdain the offer: let us go together to 
theiflandof Majorca; if wc find it agreeable, 
1^ will flay there, and if we Ihall be dif- 
plcafed with our fituation, we will return to 
Spain." 

• I willingly embraced die propofal i young 

Moralez and I joined the count's officers, aid 

£et out with them from the inn before day. 

Having 
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Having by long marches, gained the city of 
Alicant, i bought a guitarre, and took off a 
handfome fuit of clothes before our embark- 
ation 1 thinking of nothing but the ifland of 
Majorca; and Lewis Moralez was in the fame 
difpofition. We feemed to liave renounced 
Iharping altogether. To tell you the truth, 
we had a mind to pafs for perfons of honour 
among the cavaliers in whole company we" 
were, and that kept a check upon our geniufes. 
At lift we went merrily on board, flattering 
ourfelves with the Jiopes of being at Majorca 
in a very little time; but fcarce had we clear- 
ed the gulf of Aiicant, when a terrible tem- 
peft aroic. I might in this place of my re-- 
. lation, take an opportunity to make a fine^ 
defcription' of the ftormj to paint the. airmail 
on fire, to make the thunder roar, the winds- 
whittle, die mountain billows roll, &c. But 
all thefe flowers of rhctorick apart, I affure 
you the hurricane was violent, and obliged ust 
to bear away for the point of. the JQahd. of Car 
brera, a defcrt ifie, in which there is a little 
fort, at that time garriibned by an offit^er and 
five or fix foldiers, who ga/e us a very hofpi- 
table reception. 

As we were obliged to "ftay there feyerfil 
days,, in order to repair our fails and tackle, 
we invented different kipds of amiifements 
to pafs the time- agreeably. Each followed 
his own inclinations: fome played at Primero, 
others fought different diverfions, and I went 
to walk through the ifland, accompanied by 
Vol. II. I ihoie 
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tKofe who loved fuch excrcife. We fklpped 
from rock to rock, for the ground was very 
uneven, full of ftones, and very deficient in 
good foil. One day, while we confidcred 
thefc parched withered places, and admired 
the caprice of nature, thatAowi hcrfclf fruit- 
ful or barren as She pleafes, otir nofes were in- 
vaded all of 8 fudden with a mofi: agreable 
fmell. We immediately turned to the caft-. 
ward, from whence that odour came, and per- 
ceived with aftoniihment, among the rocks, 
a large, round, green fpor, furrounded with 
honey-fucklcs, even more beaudfiil and fwect- 
fcented than thofe that grow ' in Andalufia. 
We approached with pleafure thoft charming 
fltfubs, which perfumed thr air all round, and 
found that they bordered, upon the entry of a- 
very deep cavern, which being large and light,- 
we dcfccnded to the bottom of it, turning by 
fteps of ftone, the epds of which were adorn- 
ed with Bowers, The whole forming a natural ' 
wifldihg ftair-cafe. When we had got down, 
we faw feveral little rills of water, which de- 
rived their fources from drops that inceflantly 
diftilled from the rocks within, creeping along, 
' fand more yellow than gold, and loling them-; 
felves in the earth. The water feemed fo 
pttre, that we were tempted to drink, and 
found it fo freih, that we refolved to return 
next day to the fame j^acc with fCHrte bottles 
of wine, perfuadcd that we Ihould empty them 
with vaft pkaiurc. 

It 



(, Google 



G I L B L-A S 171 

It was with re^etwe quitted fuchan agree- 
able place, and, when we went back to ths 
fort, we did not fail to boaft of our difcovti-yj 
but the commandent cautioned us, as a friend, ■ 
againil returning to the cavern, with which 
we were (o much charmed, " For what? 
(faid I to him.) Is there any thing to fear ?" 
" Yes, without doubt (he replied).: the cor- 
fdirs of AJgfers and Tripoli fomctiines land 
on this ifle, to water at that fpring, and one 
day furprifed two foldiers of my garrifon, 
whom they made fiaves." It was in vain for 
the officer to tell us this with a very feriou3 
air; he coiUd not perfuade us, for we believed 
that hejefted; and next day I returned to the 
cavern, with three more of my companions, 
without providing ourlelves with fire-arms, 
to (how that we dreaded nothing. Young 
Moralez would not be of the party, choofing 
rather to ftay with his brother, and play in the 
fon. 

Having dsfcended, as the day before, to 
the bottom of the cave, we cooled fonie bot- 
tles of wine, that we had brpught along with 
us, in the rivulets ; and while we drank them 
delicioully, playing on the guitarre, and con- 
verfing pleafantly together, we faw fevcral 
men appear, at the mouth of die cavern above,: 
with large wiQcers, turbans, and Turkiflc 
drefs. . We imagined that- it was a part of tile 
Count's domefticks, with the commandant of 
the Fort, who had thus difguifcd themfclves • 
in order to frighten us ; and prepoflefled with 
1 2 this 
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this fancy, began to laugh, letting nolefs than 
ten of them come down, without thinking of 
defending oiirfelves. We were, however, 
foon undeceived in a melancholy manner, and 
convinced tliat it Was a corfair, who c^me with 
his people to carry us off. Surrender, you 
dogs (he cried, in the Caftilian tongue) or 
you Ihall be all put to the fword." At the 
fame time his followers prefcnted their cara- 
bines to us, and we ftiould have undergone a 
fine difcharge had we made the leaft- refift- 
ance. We preferred flavery to death, and 
gave our fwords to the pirate, wlio ordered 
us to be loaded- with chains, and conduced 
to his veflel, which was not far off: thenfct- 
ting I'ail, he fleered with a fair wind towards 
Algiers. 

In this manner were we punilhed for ne- 
glefting the caution of the officer of the gar- 
rifon. The firfl: thing tHat the corfair did, 
was to rifle us of ail the money we had. 
What a fine windfall for him ! The two hun- 
dred pillcles taken from the young citizens of 
Placentia, the hundred which Moralez had 
received from Jerome de Moyadas, and which 
unluckily I had about me, were all fwept 
away without mercy. My companions had 
alfo their purfes well furniflied. In Ihort, it 
was an excellent prize. The pirate was re- 
joiced at his good luck ; and the rafcal^ not 
fatisfied with our plunder, infulted us with his 
raillery, which we did not feel half fo much as 
the neceflity that compelled us to bear it. 
- - After 
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After 3 thoufand jokes, he. ordered the bottles 
of wine which we had cooled at the fountain; 
and which his people had taken care to fieze, 
to be brought to him, and began to empty 
'them with his crew, drinking to our health by 
way of derifion. 

During this cohjundure, the countenances . 
of my comrades cxprcfled the pain they felt-, 
and their flavery mortified them the more, 
bccaufe they had formed the moft dtlightiiil 
idea of their voyage to the illand of Majorca, 
where they had laid their account with lead- 
ing a moft delicious life. As for me, I had 
fortitude enough to projeft a plan of condnft 
for myfelf ; and, Icfs afraid than my fellows, 
entered iriHo converJation with the rallier, and 
even returned his jokes with a good grace, 
Pleafed' with my behaviour. *' Young man 
(faid he) I like thy diipofition; for, in the 
main, inflead of fighing and groaning, it is 
better for one to arm himfelf with patience, 
and fail with the ftream. Play to us a fmall 
air ("added he, obferving that I had a guitsrre) 
let us fee what thou canft do," I obeyed iiini, 
as foon as he had ordered my arms to be un- 
chained, and b^an to thrum upon my gui- 
tarre in fuch a manijer as acquired liis ap- 
plaufe, I had indeed learned under the btft 
matter in Madrid, and played on that inftru- 
ment pretty well. I fang likewife, and my 
voicegaveno lefsfatislaftion. Allthe Turks 
in the veflel exprefled the pleafure they felt in 
hearing me, by geftores of admiration ; a cir- 
1 3 cuny. 
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ctiniftancc from which I concluded, that their 
tafte for mufic was not extremely delicate. 
The pirate whifpered to me, that I (hould not 
be an unhappy flave"; and that one of my ta- 
lents might depend upon an employment that 
would make my captivity very fupportable. 

I felt fome joy at thefe words; but, flatter- 
ing as they were, I had abundance of uneali- 
ncls on the fcorcof this occupation, with the 
promii'e of which the corfair regaled me. 
When we arrived at the port of Algier*, -we 
few a great numbe^f people aflembled to re- 
ceive us, who, as foon we were landed, 
fhouted with joy; befides, the air refounded 
with the confmed noife of trumpets, Morefco 
flutes, and other inflruments ufed in that 
country, which formed a Jymphony more loud 
than agreeable. The cauie of thele rejoicings 
was a talfe report which had fpread through 
the city, importing that the renegado Mehc- 
met (this was our pirate's name) had perifti- 
cdin attacking a large Genoefe veficl; fo that 
all his friends, iriformed of his return, were 
eager in their exprellions of joy. 

We had no fooner fet foot on fliore, than I 
and my companions were condu£t^d to the 
palace of Dey Solyman, where a Chriftian fe- 
cretary, examining m one by one, alked our 
names, ages, country, religion, and qualifi- 
cations. Then Meliemet, mowing me to the 
Dey, 

• AlgitT, » dtj- on the crall of Bifbafj, pofTelM by ihe Mmin. 
who are «'t prrp^iual wir wilb ihe Spialvit, aad mulct Iba f («• 
tcfUoaof tiuTiitfci. 
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Dey, extolled my voice, and (tffured him, thdt 
I played ravifhingly on the guitarre. This was 
enoueh to determine Solyman to choofe trie 
for his own fervice : accordingly I was detain- 
ed in his feraglio, while the other captives 
were, led into a publick place, and fold ac- 
cording' to cuftom. "What. Mehemet had 
-foretold to rne in the veffel came to paft.-5-' 
•My condition was very happy j far from being 
atrandoned , to jailers, or employed in labori- 
ous work, 1 was, by order of Solyman, dif. 
■poled of in a particular place, with five or fix 
■flaves of quality, who esptfded every mo- 
ment to be redeemed, and whofc taflts were 
far from being painful. My bufinefs was to 
mater the oraiige trees and flowers milKpLtf- 
tbn, and I could not have been' &Vour^ with 
B more agreeable occupation. ' ' 
. Solyman was a man abowt forty years ot 
age, weU-fh^dy very polii?, ^nd, for k 
Turk, mighty gallant I^is chief favouritft 
. was a Cachemirian* woman, who by h«r utii 
derftandingt and beauty, hud acquired an ab- 
folate dominion over him. He loved hef 
even to adoration, and treated her every day 
with fome entertaiiiment or other-, fometimes 
with a concert of vocal and inftrumental mu- 
fic, and . fonKtrmes whh a comedy in the 
Turkitk tafte ; that is to fay, a dramaock poCni; 
in which modefty and decorum were as tittM 
I 4 regarded 

• Cicliimire ii ■ twiptry ander th( dommion of the Ccett 
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regarded as the rules of Ariftptle. The fa- 
vourite, whofe name was Fanukhnaz, was 
paffionately fond of thefe diverfions, and even 
made .her women fometimes reprefent Arabian 
pieces before the Dey; wherein ftie ho-felf 
played a part, and charmed all the fpeftators 
.by the grace and vivacity of her action. I 
being one day among the muficians, at a re- 
prcicntation of this kind, Solyman ordered me 
CO play upon the guitarre, and fing alone, be- 
" twecn the sfts, I had the good fortune to 
pkafe, was very much applauded, and the 
favoi^rite feemed to look upon me with a fa- 
V.ourable eye. 

. , Xhe very next day, while I was biificd in 
waterifig the orange-trees in the garden, an 
- jtviniuch paffmg by me, without flopping or 
Ibeaking one word, dropped a biUet at my 
feet : I took it up in a confufion made up of 
fear and joy. I lay down upon the ground, 
that I might not be feen from the windows of 
the .feraglio, and concealing .myfelf behind 
the boxes in which the orange-trees were plant- 
ed, opened the letter, in. which I found a pret- 
ty valuable diamond, and thcfe words in good 
Caftilian;, 

" YOUNG Chriftian, thank hea- 
" ven for thy captivity — Love and fortune 
" will make . tliee happy— Love, if thou art 
" fenfible to the charms of a beautiful wo- 
" man: and fortune, if thou haft courage to 
♦* defpife the greatcft danger." 

I di(4 
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I did not in the leaft doubt that the letter 
came from the favourite Sultaha: the ftyle and 
diamond perfuaded me that (he mult have 
been the author. Befides that I am not na- 
turally very timorous, the vanity of being in 
the good graces of a Grand Signor's miftrefs, 
and mo_re than that, the hope of getting from 
her four times as much money &a would be 
neceffary for my ranfom, made me form the 
defign of atcheiving that adyenture, whatever 
dangers might attend it. I continued my 
work, mufing upon the means of entering the 
apartment or Farrukhnaz, or rather expetiting. 
that fhe would pave the wayi for I concluded 
that (he would not (top there, but at leaft; bc" 
' at more than half the trouble. I was not 
miltaken : the fame eunuch thai palTed me be- 
fore, repa(red an hoiy^after, and faid, "Chri- 
ftian, haft thou conGdercd, and wilt thou have 
the boldnefs to follow me?" — I anfwered, 
** Yes." He replied, " Very well: heaven 
preferve thee. Thou (halt fee me again to^ 
morrow morning." So faying, he retired.— 
Next day he appeared, accordingly, about 
eight in the morning, and beckoned mc to 
him. I obeyed the fignal. and he conducted - 
me into a hall, where there was a lai^ piece 
of linen, which another eunuch and he had 
brought thither, and which they were to carry 
to the Sultana, for the decoration of an Ara- 
bian piece that (he was preparing for the enter- 
tainment of the Dey. 

I 5 - -The: 
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■; The two euttUchs having ipread tat the 
cflotli, laid iiic- along within it, and at the 
hazard of my "being iufFocated; roUed it up 
again, with me in the middle: then, each 
taking one eiid of it, carried me thus, un- 
queftioned into the bed-chamber of the fair 
Cscheinirian, who had nobody with her but 
anold-flavo deyoted to hw pleafuT;e. Whea 
tbe two unrolled the cloth, Farrukhnaz, at 
f^ht of me, broke forth into tranfports of joy, 
that well difcovercd the genius of women in 
that country,— Bold as I naturally was, I 
osuld not fee rhyfelf trarriportea,- all of a fud- 
tfcnf, into the fecret apartment Of .the women, 
■without being feized vfith fear. The lady 
esifriy perceived it, and, in ofder to diflipatc 
my apprehenfion, faid, " Young nian, fear 
nothing: Solyman. is gww to his country- 
-houfc, wh«e he will remain all day ; fo that 
wc may converfc together freely." 
.■.£nc6uraged -by thefe'wordsj I aflumed a 
look that redoubled the favourite's joy; " I 
a*n plcafedwith your perfon (faid fhe) and 
iotend to foftcn the rigour of your flayery : 
lixlicve you worthy of the fentiments I have 
conceived for yo« 1 for though yauarein.the 
diFclspf a AaVe,- youhavea-oob^e and jgallanc 
* air, tiiat .fhows you are liot 6f theVurgar. 
Sjjcak freely, and tell me^ who you are. I 
know chat captives of a noble birth diiguifc 
their rank; that they May be redeemed atan " 
cafier rate; but you have no occafion" to'be- 
hatf&'ia that manner with me : I Ihould evea 
be 
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be a£rronted at fuch a precaution, Gfict I pro- 
tnife to fet you at liberty. Be fincere there- 
fore, and c(Hifcfs that you afe a young man 
of a good family. — " Truely, madarrt (I re- 
plied) it would be ingratitude iti me to repay 
your generofity with diflimulationi and fince 
you abfolutely charge me to reveal my qua- 
lity, you ~ muft be fatisBed. I am the Ton of 
a Spanilh grandee." Perhaps I fpokc truth : 
atleaftthe Sultana believed it; and, pleafed 
that (he had thrown her eyes upon a gentle- 
man of importance, aflurcd me that it fhould 
not be her fault, if we did not fee one another 
trften in private. We had a pretty long con- 
■verfation, and I never faw a more engaging 
■woman: ftie underftood fcveral languages, 
efpecially the Caftilian, which Ihc fpoke pret- 
ty well. When (he judged it time for us to 
Eart, I went, by her order, into an ofier bafj 
et, covered with a flowered filk, the work 
of her own hand. Then the two flavcs who 
iwought me in were called, and carried me 
" out as a prefcnt from the favourite to the Dey: 
a thing facred to all the men who are etv- 
trufted with the guard of the women. 

Farnikhnaz and I found other means of fee- 
ing one another, and that amiable captive in- 
l|HFed me with almoft as much love for her 
as (he had for me. Our intelligence remained 
fecret during two months, although it is very 
difficult in a feraglio to cwiceal the myf-' 
terics of lOVe fo long from the Aigufes that" 
vatch it. But an unlucky accident dtfcon-: 
16 certed 
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certed our fmall af^rs, and my fortune was- 
entirely changed. One day^whcn I had bcea 
introduced to the Sultana in the body of art 
artificial dragon, tiiat was made for a Ihow, 
and was converfing with her, Solyman, who 

,1 imagined was bufy in the country, inter- 
rupted us, and entered fo haftily into the 
apartment of bis favourite, that the old flave 
fcarce had time to advertife us of his arrival; 
confequently I had no kifure ta conceal my- 
feif, and therefore was the firft objeft that pre- 
lepted itfelf to the view of the Dcy. 

He fcemed afloniflied at die fight o£ mc^ 
and his eyes kindled with fury. I looked upon 
myJelf as one that touched his "lafl: moment,- 
and already imagined myfelf under the tor- 
ture. As for FarriUchnaz^ 1 peiiceiued that 
ihe was terrified indeed : but> inftead of own- 
ing bet crime, and aflcing pardon, "fhe faid to 
Solyman^ " Signor, before you pronounce 
my fentence, deign to hear my dcience: ap- 
pearances doubilefs condemn me, and I feem 
to have committed a piece of trcatbn worthy 
of the niofl: h<M:rible chaftifement^ I have 
brought this young captive hither, and, in or- 
tier to introduce him into my apartmeiiC, have 
yfed the fame artifice which I would have em- 
ployed, if I had entertained a violent paHioit 
tor him. Ncverthelefs, L take our holy pro- 
phet to witnefs, that, notwithftanding this.; 
conduifl,. I am not Unfaithful. I had a mind 
to converfe with this Chriftian 'flave, in order; 
to detach him from his left, and eng^e himr 
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to follow that of the .believers. I have foutuj 
in him fuCh a f?;fiftance as I expeftcd; but, 
however, I have conquered his prejudice, and 
he ha& promiicd to embrace Mahoinetanifm." 
I own, I ought to have Gontrsdidted the fa- 
vourite, without any regard to the dangerous 
conjunifturc in which I was : but b^^ing in th« 
-utmoft dejeftion of fpirit, affedted with, the 
dan^r in which I faw awoman whom I loved, 
and trembling for myfelf, I remained fpeech- 
lefs and confuted ; I could not utter one word, 
and the Dey, perfuadtd by my filence that 
his miftrefs faid nothing but the truth, was 
appeafed. " Madam (laid he) I am willing 
to believe that you have not injured me, and 
that a defire of doing i. thing agreeable to the 
prophet has en^gci you to hazard fuch a 
delicate adtion. I f jrgive your imprudence, 
therefore^ provided this caiptive takes the tur- 
ban immediately." He fent for a Marabout 
that tnltant ; I was clothed with a Turkilh 
drels, and did alt that was required, without 
having povwr to refill. Or rather, I was ig- 
norant of what I did, fo much were ray fen- 
fes diibrdered. How many Chrlftians are 
there, who would not have been as bafe as I 
was on luch an oCcafion ? 

After the; cerempny, .I quitted the fer^Uc^' 

. under the. name of Sidy Hali, to cxercifc a 

fm^l employment bellowed upon me by So- 

iyman.* I never .faw the Sultana again; but 

one of her eunuchs, comity to me'onedayj 

brought 

. . '. ... * Msiiboui are Mthomctm f ricAh , 
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i)rought.fr«n her a prefent of jewels worth 
two thoufand fultanins of gold, with a billet 
in which the lady allured me, that {be wovik) 
hever forget my generous compiaifance, in 
iuffering myfelf to be made a Mahometan in 
order to fave her .life. Truly, befides the 
{trefcnts I received from Farrukhnaz, I ob- 
tuned through her A.n employment more con- 
fiderable than tlte firft, and in leis than feven 
yeafs, became one of the richeft rcnegadoes 
in the city of Algier. 

You may well believe that if I affifted at 
the prayers which the MufTulmcn put up in 
fhfit- mofquCs, and fulfilled the other duties 
of their religion, it was only put of pure gri- 
fnace. I pcefervcd a determined refolution to 
re-enter into the bofom of the church ; and, 
for that purpofe, to withdraw one day into 
Spain or Italy with the riches which 1 Ihould 
amafs. In the meantime I lived very agree- 
ably:; was lodged in a Hnehoiife^ had fiaperb 
gardens, a great number of flaves, and very 
handfome women in my fcraglio. Thougn 
the ufe of wine h forbid in that country to 
Mahometans, they do not fail for the moft 
part, to drink it in private. As for my own 
part, I drank it without -ceremony, as alm<^ 
«it len^does' do. d renaember I had two 
companions with whom I' often committed a 
debauch within the night. One was a Jew, 
the other an Arabian, and both as I imagih- 
edi, honefl: men; fo thitt I lived with them 
in the greatest familiarity. One evening, I 
invited 
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Invited the(n to lupper, and a dog, of which. 
I was paffionately fond, having died that day, 
we bathcd-his body, and buried- it with aU the 
ceremony that is obfeWed at the funerals of 
the Mahometans. In fo doing we had no in- 
tention to ridicule the Miiflulman relieion, 
but only to amufe ourfelvea, and gratify a 
foolifh whim that feized us in the middle of 
our debauch, to render the laft duties to my , 
dog. 

This aftion, however, had well nigh ruined 
me. Next day a man came to my houfe, 
and faid, " Signer SidyHali, I am come hi- 
ther on an important affair. The Cady* 
wants to fpeak with you: take the trouble, 
if you pleafe, to go to his houfe immediately : 
an Arabian merchant, who fupped with yau 
laft night, has informed him of a certain im- 
piety committed by you, with regard to 9 
dog which you buried. For this reafon I 
fummon you to appear this day before that- 
judge, otherwife I give you notice that you 
will be proceeded againft .in a criminal man- 
' ner." So faying, he went away, leaving me 
thunderftruck with thjs citation. The Ara- 
bian h^ no caufe to complaig pf me, and l^ 
couldiiot comprehend the traitor's re^n fot 
playing me this trick. Neverthelcls,'the thing, 
was not to be neglected. I knew the Cady" 
was a man fevere in appearance, but not ai, 
all fcrupulous at bottom : fo I put two hun- 
dred fultanins of, gold into my purfe, stnd re- 
paired" 

• The C*d; it tlic citU sutiAnh i> twj town in Tatfc«y. 
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paired to his houfc. He carried me into hi»- 
clofet, and faid, with a ftern look, '• You 
are an impious, facrilegious, and abominable 
man: you have interred a dog like a Mufllil- 
mani what horrid profanation! Is it thus then 
you regard our moft facred ceremonies ? and 
did you become a Mahometan only to make 
a jeft of our worfliip ? — *' Mr, Cady (I re- 
plied) the Arabian who has made fuch a ma- 
licious report of me, that falfe friend, is an 
accomplice of my crime, if it hz a crime to 
grant the honours of burial to a faithful -do- 
meftick — an animal that poffcffed a thoufand 
good qualities. He loved people of. merit 
anddiftinftion fo much, that even in his laft 
moments, as a tcftimony of his friendfhtp, he 
has left them his whole iortune by a will, of- 
which I am the fole executor. He bequeaths 
twenty crowns to ,one, thirty to another; and» 
Sir, he haS' not forgot you (added I, taking 
out mypurft) here are two hundred fultanins 
of gold which he charged me to give you." 
The Cady, lofing his gravity at this difcourfc» 
could not help laughing, and, as we were 
alone, took the purfe without ceremony, fay- 
ing, while he difmifled me, " Go, Signor Si- 
dy Hali; you have done welt to inter with' 
pomp and honour a dog *ho had fo much con-' 
lideration for perfons of Worth.**" 

By thefe means I extricated myftif out of 

this afFmr, which, if it did not make me more 

wife, rendered me zt leaft more circpmfpedt 

for the future. - 1 no longer drank with the 

Arabian 
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Arabian, nor even with the Jewj but chofe - 
for a companion at my cups a young gentle- 
man of Leghorn, called Azanni^ who was 
riiy own flave. I was not like the reft of riw 
renegadoes, who are generally more cruel to 
flaves than the Turks thcmfelves; all my cap- 
tives waited very patiently for their redemp- 
tion ; and indeed I treated them fo gently, mat 
fometimes they told -me, they were more afraid 
of changing their matter, than defirous of li- 
berty, wJiatcver charms it has for people in a 
ftate of bondage. 

One day the Dey's veflels returned with 
confiderable prices, bringing in more than an 
hundred flaves of both ifcxes, whom they had 
takenon th6 coafts-bf Spain. Solyman kept 
but a very fmall : numDcr, and the reft wfcre 
expofed to fale: I arrived in the market-place, 
and bought a Spanifli girl, about ten or twelve 
years old, who wcpc bitterly, and fcemcd in 
defjpair. I was furprifed to fee one of her age 
fo fenfible of captivity-, and bid her, in' Ca- 
ftilian, moderate her afRiftion, affuring her 
that flie had fallen into die hands of a matter 
who did not want humanity though he wore 
a turban. The young creature, whofe mind 
was ftill engrolTed by her forrow, did not hear 
what I faid: flie did nothing but fob, com- 
plain of her fate, and, from time to time, cry 
with a piteous accent, " O my mother!; why 
are we leperated? I Ihould have patience were 
we together." In pronouncing thefe words* 
Ihe turned her eyes towards aworaan bctwcca 
focty 
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forty and fifty years of age, who ftood a few 
'paces from her, aad, with 3 downcaft.iook, 
waited in fullen liJence until fomebody fliouH 
•purchafe hcrL I afked the young girl, if the 
peribii fbelookedat washer mother? " Yes, 
i^as! Signer (Ihe replied) in the name of 
God, do not part us^" — " Well, my child 
(faid I) if it is ncceflary for your coniblation 
that you ihould be together, you fliall foonr be 
/atisficd." At the fame time I approached ihe 
.mother, in order to bid for her: but I no 
fooner beheld her face than I recollefted, with 
all the emotion you can imagine, the features, 
the indivual countenance of Lucinda! " Juft 
Jieaven! (faid I to myfeif) 'tis my own mo- 
ther! 'tis doubtlrjj ihc herfelfl" As for her» 
-iriiethrr the <tecp aflBiftion occafioned by her 
.misfomuies made all the objefb thacfdrround- 
«d" her appear to her as enemies, or that my 
drefs difguifcd me, or rather that I was much 
^teted in twelve years, during which ihe had 
not feen me, I know not, but Ibe did not at 
all remember me. 

Having bought ' her alfo, I carried them 
both to my houfe, where, defigning to give- 
them the pleafurc of knowing who I was, 
** Madam (faid I to Lucinda) is it pofTit^ 
that my featunts do not ftrike you J* Have my 
wliifkarsi ahd turban dSfguifed me 1 fo much, 
thatyoit^do' not know your fon Raphael!" 
My mother ftarting at thefe words, confidcr- 
ed my countenance, recolle£ted me, and wc 
embraced one aaodwr «ath great tendeifnefe, 
• ..1 I then 
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■I then embraced her daughter, who perhaps 
knew 110 nidreof having a brother, than X of 
■having a fifter. ■ *' Confefs (faid Ito my mor 
ther) that in all your theatrical pieces, you 
■have not i recognition lb original as this." 
" Son (anfwercd Ihe fighing) I was at firCt 
rejoiced to Jee you again, but now my joy is 
converted into grief, la what a' fituation, alas>J" 
do I find yoii!- My (lavery gives me a thou- 
Tand times lefs pain than that odious drefs." 
*" In good faith, madam (faid I, interrupt- 
ing her with a laugh) I admire your deUcacy, 
which to be fure is very commendable in an 
aftrefs. Why, good God ! mother, you mull: 
be greatly altered if my metamorphofis of- 
fends you fo much: inftead of finding fault 
with my turban, look upon me rather as an 
aftor who plays the' par: of Turk upon the 
rftage. Though I am renegado, I am no 
more a Mufluhnan now than when I was i^i 
^Spain; and at bottom I feel mylelf ftill at- 
tached to my religion: when you Ihall'knoiff 
■the adventures that have happened to me in 
this country, you will excufc m'y conduft. 
Love was my crime, and I facrifice to that 
deity : I am fomewhat of your difpofiiion, I 
afliire you. There is ftill another reafon (ad- 
ded I) which ought to moderate your difple^ 
fure in feeing me thus fituated. You expefted 
tofufferin Algier a rigorous captivityi and 
you find in your mafter afon, tender, refpeft- 
ful, and rich -enough to maintain you herein 
abundance, until we c^ lay- hold gf an occi- 
fipa 
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fion of returning certainly into Spain, So 
that you miifl:' allow that proverb to be true, 
which fays, " It is an ill wind that blows no 
body good." 

" Son (faid Lucinda to me) fince you de- 
Cgn to repafs one day into your own country, 
and there abjure the religion of Mahomet, I 
am comforted. Thank heaven ! (continued 
(he) that I Ihall be able to- carry back your 
.fifter Beatrice fafe and found, into CaftUIe." 
*' Yes, madam (cried I) you (hall have it ia 
your power; we will eo all'three together as 
ibon as pofTible, and rejoin the reft of our fa- 
mily-, forlfuppofe you have more marks of 
your fruitfulnelsip Spain."—" No! (faid my 
mother) I have no other children than you 
two, and you muft know that Beatrice is the 
fruit of lawful wcdloclt."-:-" Why (I re- 
fumed) did you give my little lifter that ad- 
vantage over me ? How could you refolve to 
marry? I have heard yeu fay an hundred 
"times, during my childhood, that you could 
not forgive a handfome woman far taking 
a huftjand." — Every feafon has its reafon, 
my fon, (IJie replied) men of the moft firm 
refolotion are apt to change; and woiJd you 
have a woman be more conftant? I will (ad^ 
"ded ftie) recount my hiftory after you left 
^Madrid." "Then'ftie made the following nar- 
ration, which, as it is curious, I will favour 
you with. 

" If you remember it (faid my mother) 
you quitted young Leganez about thirteen years 
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a^: at that time the Duke of Medina Ccli 
told me, that he would come and fup.with 
me in private one evening : iJc appointed the 
day, when I waited for that nobieman, who 
came accordingly, and I had the good fortune 
to pleafe him. He demanded tlie facrifice of 
a^the rivals he might have: I granted his'.re- 
quelt, in hopes of being well paid for my 
condefcenfiort ; and my hopes were not dif- 
appointed: for, the very next day I received' 
from him confiderable prefencs, which' were. 
followed by many more, during the courfe of 
■our correfpondence. I was afraid that I Should 
not be able to detain a man of fuch high rank 
along time in rny fetters'; and this I dreaded' 
the more, becaufe I knew very wtU that he 
had efcapcd from celebrated bsauties, whofe 
chains he had. broke almoft as foon as he had 
bore ehem. Neverthclefs, far from being ', 
every day lefs and lefg pleaied with my fa- 
vours, his raptures feemed rather to increafc: 
in-(hort; I had the .art to amufe him, arid hin- 
der his heart, naturally inconftant, from giving 
way to its ufual levity. ■ 

*' He had been attached to me already three 
months, and I had room to flatter myfelf that 
his paffion would be of long duration'; when ' 
one of my ftie-frierids and I went to an afiem- 
bly, where he happened to be with his iluchefs, 
in order-to hear"a 'corrdert of vocal and in- 
flrumctital mufic. We chanced to place 
oui^lvts pretty- np ar the duchefs, who was- ' 
pleafed-^ take h.amifs that I flioQld prefume' 
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to M)pear in a place where flie was, and fent » 
meffage to me by one of her women, defiring 
that I would jjnmediately withdraw. I re- 
turned an infolcnt anfwer, which incenfcd the 
duchefs fo much, that fhe complained of it to 
her hulband, who" came to me in perfon, and 
faid, '* Retire, Lucinda; though noblemen 
o'f my rank attach themfelves to fuch little 
cteatures as you, they muft not forget them- 
ielves altogether : if we love you more than 
our wives, we honour our . wives more than 
you;- and as often as .you have the inlblence 
to put yourfelves "m competition with them» 
you will always have the mortification to be 
treated with indignity. 

" Luckily for me, the Duke fpoke this in a 
tone of voice fo low, that not one word was 
overheard by the people around us. I with- 
jdrew, covered with fliame, and wept with 
Vexation for the afFfont I Had received. To 
crown my" confufibn, the actors ai^4 a£trefles 
got notice of the adventure, that very ..cyen- 
.ing : one would think thefe people entertain 
a dsemon, who delights in reporting to one 
whatever happens to another. If an .a£lor, 
for exanjpie, is guilty of, fbme extravagant ■ 
aftion, In a debauch, or an aArgfs e^ers into. 
articles with a rich gallant, the company is. 
immediately mforraed of the circuniltance. 
All my comrades, therefore, .knew, what hapr 
pened at .the concert, and (jo^ knows how 
they rejoiced atrayexpence. A fpirit of cha- 
rity, which reigns among pheii[i;, ufuaUy ma- 
nifefts 
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nifcfts itfelf on.thefeoccafions. I putmyfelf, 
however, abbve their tittle-tattlc» and con- 
foled myielf for the lofs of the Duke de Me- 
dina Celi,. for he vifited me no more-, and I 
learned a few days after, that a Carthufiannun, 
had nude a coBqtieft of him. 

** When a lady, belonging to the theatre has. 
the good fortane to be in vogue^ the cannot. 
want lovers 1 and the paffion of a grandee,; 
thoueh it does not laft above three day^ 
greatly enhances her price. I found myfelf 
befie^d with adorers, as foon as it was known. 
in Madrid that the Duke had forfaken me. 
Thofe rivals' whom I had facrificed to him,' 
more caprivated by my charms than ever, ' re?- 
lurned in crowds, as candidates for my fa- 
vour : I received homage from a thoufand 
other hearts, and was never fo much in Saihrna.: 
beifore. Of all the men who courted my graces, 
a fat Gefman, gentleman to the Duke D'Of- 
fiina, feemed the moft eager. He had not at 
very amiable perfon, but attrafted-my atten- 
tion by a thouland piftolee, which he iiad 
amafied in the fervice of his mafter, and which, 
he fquandered away, in order to be deemed; 
worthy of being in the'lift of my happy gak 
lanes. As long ais this-worthy admirer, whofe 
name was Brutandorf, had money to fpcndy 
I gave him a favourable reception; but, when: 
he was ruined he found my door always Shat 
^inft him. This proceeding of mine dif- 
pTeafed him, and he camcito fearch for' me at 
the theatre, dvirii)g the play. He £3^ad me 
belund 
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behind the fcencs, and began to reproach me 
for my ingratitude. I laughed in his face, at 
which he was enraged, and gave me a box 6n 
the ear, iike a blunt German as he was; I 
ihrielted aloud, interrupted the reprefentation, 
appeared upon the ftage, and, addrefling my- 
iclf to the Duke D'OlTuna, who was prefent 
with the Duchds his lady, demanded juftice 
for the German behaviour of his gentleman. 
The Duke ordered us to go on widi the play, 
and faid he would hear the parties when we 
had finiflied the piece. As ibon asitwasover, 
I prefented myfclf, in a good deal of emotion, 
before the Duke, and fignified my grievance 
in a pathetick manner: as for the German/he 
employed but a few words in his defence; he 
feid, ' That, far from repenting what he had 
done, he would do it again on the fame pro- 
vocation.' Both parties being heard, the 
Duke D'Ofluna faid to my adverfary, * Bru- 
tandorf, I difmifs you from my fcrvice; let. 
me-never fee your face again: not that I mind 
your having ftruck an aftrefs, but am offended 
at your want of refpedt to ygur mafter and 
miftrefs, by prefuming to difturb the entertain- 
ment in their prefence.' 

" This fentence I could not digeft : I was 
mortally piqued, becaufe the German had not 
been turned away on account of his infolence 
tome: I imagined that fuch an affront put 
upon an aftrefa ought to have been as fe- 
Tcrely puniQJed as .petty trtafon, and I had 
laid my .account with feeing tht gentleman 
ill undergo 
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untlergo fome terrible infliftion. This dif- 
agretfable event undeceived, and convinced 
ihe, that the world always makes a diftinftion 
between the players and the charafters they , 
reprefent. I was, for this reafon, difgufted 
with the ft^e, which I refolved to abandon, - 
and go to live at a great diftance from Madrid. 
I accordingly chofethe city of Valencia for 
the place of my retreat, and thither I repaired 
incognico, with the value of twenty thoufand 
ducats, in jewels and cafb : a fortune, as [ 
thought, fufficjent to maintain me during the 
reft of my days, fince I defigned to lead a 
very retired life. I took a, fmall houfe at 
Valeneir,- u)d had no other domefticks than 
a maid-fervant and a page, to whom I was as 
little known as to the whole city. I pretend- 
ed to be a widow of an ofHcer of the king's 
houfeholdj anfi faid, I came to fettle at Va-, 
lencia, becaufe it had the reputation of being 
one of the moft agreeable places in Spain. I 
faw but very little company, and obferved 
fuch a regular conduct, that I was never fuf- 
pciked of having been an aftrels. In fpjte of 
my care, however, to keep myfelf concealed, 
I attracted the notice of a gentleman, who had 
a country-houfe near Pattrna. He was a very. 
well-made cavalier, between thirty-five and-, 
forty years of age, but withal 4 nobleman 
very much in debt i which is no great rarity 
in the kii^dom of Valencia, more thaa in 
other countries. 

Vol. II. K « this 
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*' This Signer Hidalgo *, finding my per- 
fon to his liking, wanted to know if I could 
ahfwer his purpofe in other refpcfts ; for this 
ehd, he uncoupled his fples, to make difco- 
veries, and had the pleafure to learn from their 
report, that, befidcs fome Ihare of beauty, I 
was a widow of good fortune. He looktd 
upon me, thcrefc^, as a-fuitable match, and, 
in a little time, an honeft 6ld gentlewoman 
came to nly houfe, and told me, from him, 
that; being equally charmed with my beauty 
and virtue^ he made a tender of his heart, and 
was ready to conduft me to the alt4r, as foon 
as I would favour him with my hand. I aik- 
ed three days to deliberate upon his prop<rfal, 
and inform myfelf of his charaAer j which 
was (6 engaging, that although I was not ig- 
norant of his fituation, I eafily dctefmined to 
marry him in a fliort time after. 

Don Manuel deXercia (fo was my hufband 
<!alled) carried me immediately to his cafHe, 
that had a very antique air, of which 'he iSas 
not a little vain. He pretended that one of 
his ancestors had cUufed it to be built ; and 
from thence concluded that there was not a 
more ancient houfe in Spain than thatof Xicr- 
cia. But this tide of nobility, fair as it w^, 
had like to have beeh deftroyed fey time j for 
the caftle, which they were obliged to prop up 
in fevcral parts, threatened immediate ruin. 
How happy, therefote^ was Sdh Manuel' in 
mar- 
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marrying me! more than half | 
employed in reparations ; and 
to put us in a condition of mak 
the country. Behold me tTien' | 
preflion) in a new world, cha 
nymph of a caftle, and lady bf'i 
was a metamorpoiis ! and I w: 
'aiftrefs, not to fapport,' with- 
Splendour with which I was ir 
»-ank. I affumed Idfcy theatric 
made the village conceive an hi 
birth; ' Hoif m'erry would .rhej 
my expence, had thi^ known 
the matter ! the nobility in thcr 
would have beftowed upon n 

taunts, -and the peafants abated i_ _. _ 

the ref]iefl: they iho;w(i<3 me. ' " -' 

• I had lived happily near fix ye^rs^with l3on 
Manuel, when he died, leaving myf^a^ir^ 
in great perplexity, with your fiftef Beatrice, 
then going in her Hfth yeraf.; 'The'.,caftl?i 
which was all the eftate we had,'was linluckiljr 
engaged to fcveral creditors, the chief of wfiom 
wiis one Bernard* Aftiito,*, whofe namtffeeniedl 
very well adapted' to his chara€tel-:'he' pi-ac^' 
tifed at Valencia the bufineTs of an attorney^ 
which he exercifed with confunimatft fkiTF, 
having fludied the law, in order to Q'lialify'* 
himfelf for cheating with the grcatcft dtxtm- 
ty. -What a terrible creditor he was.! Vc|il]^ 
under the claws of fuch an" attoTrte^Js IJKe'f 
pigeon in the talons of a kite.' 'AccbrdifeiV, 
■ K 2 ■ i ■- ■ ''Sltfhor' 

' ASato ii » Spimlh word figaif/ui; atfi or cuan'ng. 
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Signor Aftuto, as foon as he undeHtood die 
death of m^ hufljand, did not fail to befiege 
the cafUe, which he would undoubtedly have 
blown up by the mihes which chicanery began 
to prepare, had not my good genius inter- 
pofcd, and ordered it fo, as that my befieger 
becgme my flave. I had the good fortune to 
c<^tivaie him, during an interview we had on 
the fubjeit of the law-fuit. I fpared nothing, 
I own, to infpire him with a paffion for mc : 
the deHre of iaving my land made me prac- 
.^ \ipon him all thofe languifhitjg airs which 
had often fucceeded fo well. Notwithftand- 
^g all my art, I was afraid of being baf- 
fled bj'the attorney, who was fo ingulphed 
in bqanefs, that he did not fcem fuiceptible 
of an' amorous invprenion. Nevertnelefs, 
thisi fullcn aukward icratder took more plea- 
fure m./lo6king at. me than I imagined. 
•* Madam (faid he) t know not how to make 
tove : I have already applied to my profeffion 
lb clolely as to negled the methods and cuf- 
ttHTis of gallantry -, but, however, I am not 
ignorant of the eflential p"^» "^^> therefore, 
to com? to the point, I amireyou, that if you 
"will give rhe your hand, we will burn the 
whole proceedings •, I will bubble the other 
creditojs who jom in the fuit againft you : 
you fliaill enjoy the life-rent, and your daugh- 
ter the property of the knd," My own in- 
tereft, and that of Beatrice, did not pt*mit 
ftic to heiitate J I accepted the propofaX and 
the attorney kept' ms promife. He turncdhis' 
iXtas 
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arms againft the reft of , the creditors, and fe- 
cured me in the pofleffion of my caftle j and' 
this, periiaps, was the firft time of his having 
befriended the widow and the orphan. 
■ T became, therefore, an attorney's wife, 
without ceafing to be lady of the parifh. Biit 
this new marriage coft me tfie cfteem of the* 
gentry in Valencia. The women of fafhion* 
fooked upon me as one who had degenerated, 
and therefore would not vifit mc; fo that I 
was obliged to confine myfe\f to an acquain- 
tance among citizens : a circumftance that. 
gave me feme uneafinefs at firft j becaufe I 
Aad been for fix years accuftomed to cor- 
refpond with none but ladies of diftinftion: 
hw I fi>on confoled myfelf, and bccariie ac- 
quainted with the wives of a fcrivener and 
two attomies, -whole characters were plealant 
•noi^h-j there was fomething ridiculous in 
dieir behaviour, that diverted me very much. 
Thefe fmall gentry believed themfelves ladies 
of Ibme conuderation. " Alas ! ((aid I,' fome- 
times tomyfclf^whenl faw them forget them- 
felves) this is the way of t)ke world : evtry 
one thinks herfelf better than her neighbour. 
■ I imacined that aftreffes were the only people ' 
that did not know themfelves ; but I find rfiat 
citizens wives are not a whit more reafonable. 
I wi(h, that by way of punifhment, they 
were obliged to keep in their hpufts the pic- 
tures of their grandfathers : in good faith, they 
would not place them in the moft mriarkable 
iqiaitment." 

K 3 After 
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" After haring been married four years, $i' 
gnor Bernarda. Aft uto fell fick, and died with- 
nut ^hiJdrcn j, fb thar, with what he had fettled 
iJpon me at our marriage, and the money I. 
was left -in pdflelfion of, I found myfelf a rich 
wicfpw, and had the reputation of being fo.. 
Qn thii report, a Sicilian gentleman, whofc 
name was Collfichini, refolved to ajt^ch him- . 
lelf to me, in order to ruin or efpoule me, for 
he left, rne the choice. He had come from 
i^alcimq to' fee Spain, and after having fatif-, 
Ijed his curiofity, waited (as he iaid)'^t Va-, 
lencia,* for an opportunity of rep^i^ inta 
Sicjiy. This geatleman was.n^t impre than. 
fivera^d- twenty years of age, geat^tUy (haped^ 
though fmail^ in fhQrt, L liked'hif^f^^rfi^p;^ 
Ifjx fuund rneans to fpeak with flc ffi jgriva^. 
and I ,will frankly own, that I, becsSi^ uiiuiy; 
fond of him in our firft interYJe^ On !^ 
fide, the little rogue feeraed quite captiv»ted 
by my, "charms ; and I believj?, (Jod forgive 
nie, we fhould bavt married one snoEfcer im- 
rnedjately, hpd the attorney's death, which was 
ftiU recent, permitted me to contraft a. new. 
cngag;ment fo fopn : but, wer fujtje I had 
fallen into the iiate of matrimony, I msintaitied 
the pynftilios of decorum. ' . . .; 

" We agreed, therefore, to defer our mar- 
riage for iome time, out «f decency : in the 
ihean tiin^ Cplifichini continued his addrcfles, 
Snd- hi^ pa0ion, ^ far frpin aJ?*tjng, feenjed to 
increafc da^iy... The poqr yfiuflg man was not 
very well provided with calh: 1 perceived.it, 
anid 



; G.I L B L A Sv , * i^9 

and he, o*> linger wan.ted money i .f<Mi,-beiides 
that I was almoft twice his ag$, I rein<n>bere(i 
that I had- lain the men under cQhtribat(on in 
my youth, and I looked upon- what I now 
did as a reftitution that ^cqiiitGed.ffiy. coht , 
icien^e, "V^e waised ^s patiently as v?e could 
for, the,:expiraiion.of the time jifefcribed bjf 
cufttjin- for-women to remain in a ftaCe «j^ 
svidowhopd } and then went to the ^Itar, wher* 
we muCu^Uy bound ourfelves in the indiffolublf 
ties of wedlock : we afterward* retired to my . 
c»^y ,whe|e, I m;ay fay, we lived twp, yegrs, 
not ^ infiG^ likt; hu^^d ai^d vififet a£ CW9 
tcpdc? lovers. By?, ala*!»we \wgf« oot der 
'iR:il^4 tp be;lpPg h^fPf '" ^"^ anptheri a fa.- 
fai^, pl^ify j-pbbcd m? of my-, dear C^iiijv 
chini." ^ 

Hwe I i£itgrnq)ted my fnpiher, . crying 
^ fiov \. madsm ; yoyr third hufbaAd dead 
joo ! you ifluft certainly be a very dangeroiw 
jcenement." — " What could I dc^ fon?..(an* 
fiif^ed Ijucindji.) Wa? it in my power to 
prolong the days that heaven had numbered I 
if I have loft three husbands, I could not help 
it., T^o of them I ^gretted very much : he 
for yth-o/^ I had the If aft regard was the att 
IQff^y !;-as I married- him. out of intereft, I 
eafily cwifoled myfejf for his death. But 
(added Ihe). to cenirn tx> Colilichini, I muft 
tell yotv ihqt a few months atter his deceafej 
having n mind to go and fee, with my owa 
<ye5, ft-ifowetryf-houfe near Palermo, whic^ 
kc ha^&^^<^ qo me as a jointgre in our coot- 
K 4 ' traa: 
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traft of marriage, I embarked with my daugh- 
ter for Sicily t but we were taken in our paf- 
fage by the viffels of the Dcy of Algier, and 
coildufM into thb city. Happily for us you 
chanced tt> be on the fpot where we were put 
up to fale, otherwife wc might have fallen 
into the hands of fotxA barbarous mafter, who 
would have maltreated us, and under whom 
we might have pafled our whole life in bon- 
ii^t without your knowing any thing of the 
matter.*' 

Such was my mother's narration } after 
which, gentlemen, I gave her the beft apart- 
ment of my houfe, with the liberty of living 
as flie fliould think proper j a permiffion that 
flieTeliflied very much. She had . contraftcd 
luch a. habit of being in love, from the re- 
peated attacks of that paflion, that Die muft 
abfolutely have either a hulband or a gallant. 
At firft Ine caft her eyes on feme of my flaves j 
but Haly Pegclin, a Greek rcnegado, who 
can»e frequently to the houfe, foMi engrofled 
her attention,' She conceived a more violenc 
paflion for him than cfer Ihe felt for Colifi- 
chini, and flie was fb much miflrds of the 

' art of pleafing, that flie found the fccret of 
charming him alfo. I winked at their inteUt- 
gence, and thought of nothing then but my 
return into Spain. The Dey having already 
permitted- me to fit'out a veflel, to cruife and 
coinmit piracy, I was bufied in making pre- 
parations J and, eight days before they were 
finilhed, i^d to Lucinda, " Madam, wc Stall 
depart 
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d^>art from Algicr in a very little time, and 
ioic fight of that place which you detdi ia 
much." 

Mr mother grew pale at thefe words, ami 
remained fpeechlefs : at which being ftrangely ' 
forprifed i " What do I fee, madam ! (faia ly 
what is the meaning of that confternatton 
in your looks ? You feem to be afflifted, ra- 
ther than rejoiced at what. I tell you] I 
thought I fhould have made you happv with 
the news of every thing^s being ready for. our 
departure. Have you no loi^;er any defire 
then of repaffing into Spjun ?" — " None at 
all, . fon (anfwered my mother) I have had fo 
much afflidion in that kingdom that I re- 
■ nounce it for ever." — " What do I hear }> 
(cried I, in a tranfport of grief.) Abi lay ra- 
^er, that love detaches you from it. O hea- 
Tcns I what a change is here I i^hen you ar* 
rived in this city, every objeft that prefcnted 
ijfelf was odious to your eyes ; but Haly Pc- 
fegin has ^tercd your difpofttion."-.^" I don'c 
deny it (replied Lucinck ;) I love that rene- 

de, whom I defign to tsdte for my fourth 
tund." — ** What an abandoned fHx>jei5t t 
(£iid I, inoerrupting her witlr horror) would 
]Kiit marry a Muflubnan? You forget that 
you are a Chriftian ; or rather, you never was 
one but in name. Ah { mother, what are you 
about to do ? you have reiblved upon your 
oira perdition, by voluntarily embracing that 
nhicE I vai coii^>eUed to do by QCceOity.** 

cifccovGooi^lt: 
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I ufcd many more arguments to diflbade- 
her irom. hec defigji t but I hatiingued to no' 
purpofe ; (he had formed her refolution j and. 
dot .coiiterted with foHoiffing her own wicked 
inclination, and quitting me to live with that" 
renegade, ibe wanted to carry Beatrice along 
with her alfo ; but this I oppofed. " Ah, 
■wretched Lucinda! (faid I to her) if trothing 
i^ able to reftrain you, at leaft abandon your- 
fclfjoniy to the fury that poffeffes yoiH ima- 
gination ; do>npt drag a young innocent crea- 
ture to the precipice from whence you intend 
ttj throw yourfclf." Lucinda went away 
without making any rnily,- and I believed 
tliat a^reinaining ray of reafcui enlightened 
and hindered her from being obftinatc in de- 
manding her daughter. Bgt how little was I 
acqjHaiAtedwith my mother! Two days after, 
oacof.my Haves faid to mfe, '* Signor, take 
■ care of ycwrfelf j one of Pegelin's captives 
has impai'ted a thing to me, 6f which you 
cannot take the advantage too foon. Your 
mother has 4:hanged her religion, and to ^u- 
oilh.you, for havwg- reftjfea to let her carry 
ofF&atrice, is reiblvcdio inform. the ■ Dey of 
ydiir intended flrght."". t 'did not doubt «iie 
nrioment that Lucinda was capable of doing 
'what my (lave mentioned : -I had o{^portunittes 
of ftudying the lady, and peFceived, that, by 
tfae habit of ading fanguinary parts in trage- 
dks, flie-was fo famttiarifed %q gUilt, that fite- 
could baue caufed inc to be .burnt- alive,- uidb 
I believe, would have been no more affeifted 
with 

[;.„iftco,GoOl^l>J 
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wkh my death, - cfaati with the cataf&ophe of 
a dramaiick. performance, . 

Wiiling, therefore, not to negleft theadyiec 
of my ilave, I haftcned the emtorkation, hired 
Turks, according to the cuftom of the cor- 
{aii$ -of AJgier, when they go. on a cruiie ; 
but I hired no more than iuch as were necef- 
Ikry CO keep meunfuTpcdeds end-fet' fail as 
foon as po0ible, with all my Haves, - apd my' 
fiftcr Beatrice. You may well believe that I' 
did not forget to carry off, at the fMne'time,: 
ali-my jewels and money, which , might amounr 
tJ the value of fix thcwtfand ducats. W^fien' 
ve got taiea we b^n by fccuring tlic Tqtks, 
whom we eaiily chained, ba:aufe my flavQS' 
wwe more mmicrous than they ; and we had 
fuch.a favourable wind, that in a Httle time 
we made the caaft of Italy, and- arrived, wi^- 
QUC the leaft bad accident, in the harbour of' 
Leghorn, wtere, I believe, die whole city- 
crowded to fee us come afhore. The father 
of my ftave Azartni being among the fpec— 
tators, by accident or curiofity, &veyed alli 
the captives with great attention, as theydif-. 
embarked ; but diough he fought amoi^-them' 
the feattires of his fon, he little cxpjafed tO' 
fee him again; Whattranfportis atid embraces! 
were the coofequence of their meeting, when! 
they recoliefted one another ! . : 

- As ibon as Azarini had told his father who • 
I- was, and what brought me to Leghorn, the 
old man obliged me> as weH as Beatrice' to. 
lo4ge A^his houle^ I fliaU pals over in filence- 
■.: ' K-6 the 
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the detail of a thouiand things that I was 

.obliged to peribnn in being re-admitted into 
the Bofom of the church •, and only obferve, 
that I abjured Mahotnetani&n much niore 
heartily thiin I had embraced it. After having 
entirely purged myfelf of the gall of Algier, 
I Ibid my veficl and fet all my Haves at liberty ; 
as for the Turks, they were detained in priion 
at Leghorn, in 'order to be exchaaged for 
Chriftians. I received the bell of treatment 
from both the Azarinis, the younger of whom 
married my fdter Beatricx, who was indeed 
no bad match for him, being a gentleman's 
c^aughtjer, and heirefs of the caAle of Xercia, 
which iny mother had taken care to farm out 
to a rich peafant of Patcma, when flie jefolved 
upon her paflage into Sicily. 

^ , Having ftiyed Ibme time at Leghorn, I. let 
out for Florence, which I longed much to fee ; 
and wluther I did not go without letters of re- 
commendation. Azarini the father had friends 
at the Grand Duke's court, to whom he in- 
ttoduccd. me a& a Spanilh gentleman, his ally ; 
and I prefixed Don to my name, imitaung in 
that a great many Spaniih plebeians, who, 
vhen they are out of their own country, af- 
ftime that title of honour without ceremony, 
t boldly, therefor^ called myfelf Don Ra- 
phael i and, as I had brought from Algier a 

. liofficieocy to fupport my dignity, appeared 
at court in a fpfcndid manner. The gentle- 
man to whom Azariat had wrote in my far- 
vour gave out that I was a pedbn of (juality^ 

if* 



(, Google 



G I L B L A S. 105 

lb that his teftimony, together with the airs 
I aiTumed, nude mc eaTily pais for a nun bf 
importance. I foon got acquainted with the 
principal noblemen, -wbp ptrfcnted me to the 
Grand Duke, whom I had the good fortune to 
plcafe : upon which, I bent my whole endea-i 
yoar to make my court to that prince, and 
ftudy his difpofition.- I liftened attentively 
to what the olddl courtiers faid to him ; and 
by their diicoorle difcovered his indinations. 
Among other things, I obferved that he loved 
raillery, good ftorKs, and fallies of wit. i 
modelied myfclf accordingly ; and every morn- 
ing marked in my pocket-book the ftories I 
defigiKd for the day. I had fuch a number 
of them in my memory, that my. budget 
might be faid to have been fiiU, and yet, in 
fpite of all ray management, it was em;pcicd 
9pacc in fuch a manner, that I £hould either 
have been obliged to ufe Tcpetition, or fhow 
that I was at the end of my apophthegms ; if 
my genius, fruitful in fiftion, had not fur- 
Qiftud me with. abundance. But I compoied 
tales of gallantry and humour^ that were very 
cfitertainingtotheGrandDuke; aUdasitoiten 
happens with ppofefled wks, in the morning 
I invented bright exprciBons, which I uttered 
as unpremeditated falttes in the afternoon. 

I even, elevated myfelf into a poet, uidcoo- 
iecrated my mu& to the pnife of the prince. ' 
I freelv own indeed, tbjit my yerie was nose 
of the beCt, tfaecef ore not much cridciiisd : but 
hadU bWQ better, I fijieftion if it irouU hav^ 
been 
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been better rmreived, by ttjc Gra'ad Duke, Who 
fcemed very well fadsfiexl wirb •mf- talents j 
the matter, perhjips, hindered him from find- 
ing fault. Be that as it will, this prince in- 
ienfibly took fudt a liking to me, as gave 
umbrage l6 the courtier*. They endeavoured 
to ditcover who I was, but did not fucceed. 
<5*dng notice, however^ that I had been a 
renegade, they did not fail to inform the prince 
of ic, in hope's of injuring fJny charaifter. -But 
thii rf«y could not accomplilh ; oii the con- 
trary, the Grand Duke pne day obliged. me to 
^e him a faithfut narration (rf my voyage to 
Algier-, I obeyed, and njysuiveacures, which 
1 did not ac all difguife,-afibrded hlni infinite 
pleafurc. - . 

" Don Raphael (faid he, when I had 
finiihed the relation) I have airgarH for you,- 
and will give y*m a.maricrofit, which wiJl 
not peiwiit you tw doubt of iiiy fricndfliip. 
I will makc-yoijthedepofiiorf of myfe«r«s'i 
and to begin with an mftance of >my coi^- 
den«, I ntulk'tell you that i-am in iove with 
the wifccf oneof my minifters.' She'is the 
ftidft irtiablfe lady of my coUFt^, i butv at: the 
fam«:ci»ie, (ha rrwft rirtuoUB' : , ftlilt up^amidft 
h&f €a,m'Af^ i»A Solely attached! toi a 'huffeand 
whorfi ftaadorea,. (he feemi ighorantof ths 
rroife her «I»apms make- in-.f-lOwmce. ■ Judge 
you i^ this muft nqt be a- difficult conqueft, 
Ne*ttth«lefe, .ihis.beaUty,»inacceffible ^as ih* 
is-co k.Wrvha»-'dBig«d;foineoBK4- to beii» 
my fi^ >* i h^cf 'iouaobniejuifitoir^eate ee hd 
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in priraM, and acquaint her with the SsntU 
ments of my heart ; but I do not flatter my- 
fclf with the hope of having infpired her with' 
mutual Jove : fhe has never given me caufe ta 
form fuch an agreeable idea :- 1 do not, how- 
ever, defpair of pleafing her by my aflidpity, 
and th« myftcrious condud I Ihall cak(: canr ttf . 
obferve. ■ 

^* My paffion for that lady (added he) is 
known to nobody but herfelf : for, inftead of 
confulung my incHnauon without^ oon^rainr, 
and aAing the- fovereign, I ccMiceal ti^e knovfi* 
ledge of iTiy Aanie from all the world. A^pieco , 
of delicacy which ] think I owe to ISfafoarini, 
the hulband of her I love : his z«^, asuch- 
tnent, fcrvices, and probity, oblige me ^o^otJA- 
dufl: myfcM", with great wcrecy and ciroutn- 
fpe£tion. 1 would not plenge a d^ger into 
tn« bofcffli <of thtit unhappy miftand, by de- 
claring mjtfdf the lover of-hJswtfe ; but wlftt" 
that he may always remain ignorant,, if pof- 
fible, of the flame that confun^es me^ for f 
am perfuaded that he wAuld die of grief, if 
he kneA' the confidence I- now ■■ i«pokin you.- 
I con«al ir]y ftepd, therefoWj »nd ain nafalved - 
t* make irfe of you, in Cj^jM^^toiiuCretSa" 
all the pangs I HiSitt, bf the cbtTilra&nt>which> 
flic impofes upon me ; you ftiaU be the inter-- 
preter of my fcntimerits, pnd I do not at -sAl 
doubt that you will aeqult ycmric^ tf tho' 
contoiffion to a ^iracte.- ; iConuiaft aa ac-> 
diiSintanle - with ii/^k.mai ;' eadamoi^ toi 
gain his fiitndfl«|)'}' i«illhuate'^uiiiitf<'iiito> 
■■-'•- hi* 
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lus houfe, and procure the liberty of coi>>' 
vcrfing with his wife. This is what I expeft of 
you, and what I aflure myfelf you wiU per- 
form with all the difcretion and addrefs that 
fijch delicate employment requires." 
. I procnifed to do all that lay in my po^er, 
toju£tify the confidence he honoured mcwith, 
and contribute to the fucfrefs oi his fiame : 
and foon kept my word with him ; I fpared 
nothing to pleafe Mafcarini, and accompUih- 
ed my end with cafe. Charmed to find his 
friendlhip courted by a man who was beloved 
of his prince, he met my advances half way : 
Ifia hotue was open to me : I had free accefa 
to his lady, an4* I dare fay, behaved myftlf 
Sa wdi, &a he had qot the Icaft fufpicion of 
the oegociation cntnifted to n^ care. It is 
true, indeed, f(»- an Italian, he was not much 
addideJ to jealoufy -, he depended upon the 
virtue <^ Lucretia, and ihottii^ himfelf up 
in his clolibt, left me frequently akmewith her. 
I went roundly to work, the veiy firft oppor- 
tunity } entertained the lady with the paffion 
of the Grand Duke, and told her, that my 
fole defign in coaun^ to her houfe, was to' 
talk to her of that pnnce. She did not feeok 
captivated by him ; and yet I perceived that 
her vanity hindered her from rejeding his act- 
4re^ : {he took pleafure in heuii^ theoi^ 
without feeling any inclination to an^c his 
defires. Six did ikx waqt underAandiiig ;^ 
but ihe was a wcHnan, and J oblcrved thu h» 
'Virtue yidded ioicn^ly ^tbeAipetb ideaof 
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A fbv^reign in her chains. In ftiort, the prince 
had rcafon to flattpp himfelf, that without em- 
ploying the violence of a Tarquin, he would 
fee Lucretia fubje.3;ed uo his love. An acci- 
dent, however, which he little expefted, dc- 
ftroyed his hope, as you fliall prefcntly hear. 

I am naturally impudent among wottien, 
-having acquired that qualification, I know not 
whether it be good or bad, among the Turks : 
l_ucretia was handfomc, and I, forgetting that 
I was only to aft the part of an ambauador, 
talked to her on my own Ccore, oSering m^ 
■Jcrvices with all the gallantry I iras malfar of. 
-Inftead of being fhocked at my audacioufnefs, 
and replying in a rage, fhe faid, with a fmite, 
•* You Tnuft own, Don Raphael, that the 
Grand Duke has ipade choice of a very faith- 
ful aad Zealous itiuniAer, who ferves him with 
an integrity never enougli to be commended." 
<« Madam {t^ I, with the fame air) don't 
let us examine things fcrupuloully i but lay . 
afide tliofe reflexions, which I know very 
well are not at all favourable to mc- I ^>an- 
don myfelf tomypaOion; and, after all, do not 
believe myfelf the firft confident of a prince, 
-who has betrayed his niafter. in a£&irs of g^ 
lantry ; for the great hav£ often dangerous ri* 
.vals m their mc&r«ers of pleafore." — " That 
may be (replied LvKretia) but as for my 
■part, I am fo high-fpirited, that nobody un> 
.der the degree of a prince Iball ever make 
an tmpreflion upon my heart. Conduft your* 
felf accordii^ly (a^dcdihe, growing ^nous) 
and 
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jutd let us change'the difcouj-fe. I am .WJlUng 
-to fbi^t wh^c you have faid, on. condition 
;that you Ihall jiever talk to me again in tV 
£une nvnnei:; otherwife you may charge to 
repe^it it." 

AJkHough this was an advice tp the reader, 
jof which I ought to ha^ie talceii the advan- 
tage, I did not leave off pijtfrtaiFJingMafca- 
rini's wife with ijsy paflion ; I evefl prefed her 
with niore ardour than ever, to make fuitable 
returns to ijiy tendernefe, and was ralji eriough 
(Qtttke. libfrti?e... Upc>n which:the ifliy be- 
ing. aflfropwd at tf\y difcourfe pnti; MvUTuiijus 
Jtenaviour, ch^feed jiw aljfuptly,- thrpat^ied 
toioiBke,!e^ Q^ind ^ukC' acquainted "wiiEh. nay 
infolenfce, 'and aflur^d ;me, .that ftie would 
defiit him to. puwith n^ a^ I defcryetl. I was 
piqued ion^y tUtn ftjCtliefe menaces: pit 
love change^ into: hat^i and de^ermuicd to 
be revenged ujkon Lucretiaibr hfr contempt, 
, I went in qucft of ^hcr hufband, whom, after 
he had fwora that he woulditiot expofe me, I 
in&wmed of the correfpondencc between his 
wife and the prince, not forgetting to paint 
her very amorous, io order to make .the fcene 
moje iiaercfting. . The . mihiftcr, to prcvcM 
oli accidents, iiut up, his fpopfc,, without any 
DtKer form of procefe, in a^ fecrct apartment, 
whece ftic was.guarded by people on whom he 
could rely.' While Ihe was thus furrounded 
by fpies, who -hindered her from , informing 
the Grand Duke of her fitualion, 1 told that 
prince, y/Mi s. melancholy air^ cfaiat.hc mufl: 
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Tio 'more think ,-af LMcratia-, thatMafcafini* 
had, doubtlefs,.- difcoverBd the whol?: aiffsw* 
fmce he had taken it into his liead to watgh 
his wife ; that I could not imagine wh^t had 
alarmed his fufpicion of' me, for I iho^ghf 
X had.^lwayf behaved with a good deal of ad- 
drcfs ; ihjiK the lady* perhaps, had tjanfefied 
ths whole to her hufb^n^ii, in cohcert.. with 
whom (he had allowed herfelf do be locked 
up, in order to avoid thofe. importunities 
which alarmed her virtue. The prince feemed 
veiy-mvch ^ifl:ed at. my repg^t:; :1 .arw 
touched wjth hi$ grief, and rqp«itpd m9f» 
than, syicc.of .whiit.rl.l^d.doiae : -byt/it-w*? 
too ktjf ; befides, I ctnifpfa that' I. fek a hi*- 
licious joyy whch \ reprefeoted to rrty'felr the 
conditipn tq which^ i had reduced the' fitOud 

I. enjoyed .with impunity the pleaflire ' df 
revengt, which is- -fe ifwcet to all die woiid; ^ 
andin^^icbil^ ioSpani)rds,wIientheOruifl 
Duke\belng one day in company with- five or " 
ibc of his cgurricrs 'and trie, faid^ ** In what 
manner .do you ihinka man ought tabe pu- 
jiilbed, who 'hasi dared toabufe the confidence 
ctf his: prince, "and* aminpted to deprive hipi 
of his miftrcfs ?!'-"'Hc ought (faid one), to 
be tied to the tail .of four horfes, and torn to 
.pieces," Another was of opinicui that he 
Jhould be mawled to death. The leaft crud 
ijf :thafe Italians, and he whofe fentence was 
-molt favourable to the delinquent, (aidj '* That 
he would be fatislicd with c«ifing;him; to be 
throwa 
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thrown from the copof a high tower." — " And 
what is the opinion of Don Kaphatrl ? (re- 
fumed the Grand Duke) I am peifuaded that 
the Spaniards are as fevere as the Italians in 
iuch conjunftures." 

- I eafily comprehended, as you may believe, 
that Mafcarini had not kept his oath ; or that 
his mfc had found means to apprife the 
prince of what had paffed between her and 
me i and my confulion appeared plain on my 
counwnancc. Neverthelefs, difconccrted as I 
was, I anfwered with a refolute tone. " Sir, 
die Spaniards are more generous : they would 
)>afdon the - confident oa fuch an occaOon, 
4nd, by their goodnefs, raife in his ibul an 
eternal regret for having betrayed them." 
•* Well ((aid the prince) I ftnd myfclf capa- 
ble <»f fuch generofity. I pardon the tr^tor^ 
for I have none but myfelf to blame ior hav- 
ing beftowed my confidence upon a m^ whom 
I did not know, and whom I had reaibn to 
dilltruft, after what 1 had heard of bis charadxr. 
Don Raphael (added he) this is the manner 
in which I avenge myfelf: quit my dominions 
-immediately, and let me never lee your fiux- 
again." I withdrew on the inftant, not fo 
oauch afiU£fced at my difgrace, as rejoiced at 
comiog offfo cheaply : and the very next 
day embarked in a veffel that {ailed from 
Lt^orn, on its return to Barcelona." 

1 iniemipted Don Raphael in this part of 

his hiftory, by fa)nng, " For a man of im- 

doAandiitg methinks you committed a great 

- blunder 
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blunder in negle6ting to leave Florence, im- 
tncdiately after the difcovery you made to 
Mafcarini of the prince's paflion for Lu- 
crctia ; you ihould have concluded that the 
-Grand Duke would fopn come to the know- 
ledge of your infidelity." — " I grant it (re- 
plica the Ion of Lucinda) and notwithftand- 
ing the affurance which tho minifter gave mc, 
of not expofifig me to the rtfentment of the, 
prince, I propofed to difappear in a very Ihort 
time. 

I arrived at Barcelona (continued he) with 
the remainder of the wealth I had brought 
from Algier, the bcft part of which I ^d 
diflipated at Florence, in the character of the 
Spanifh gentleman. I did not ftay long in 
Catalonia : for, having a longing defire to re- 
vtfit Madrid, the charming place of my na- 
tivity, I fatisfied, as foon as poflible, the de- 
fire that impelled me. When I arrived in 
that city, I took furnifhed lodging;s, by acci- 
dent, at a houfe wl>ere a lady lived, whofe; 
name was Camilla, and who, tlv>ugh no mi- 
nor, was a very engaging creature. I take. 
Signer Gil Bks to witiiefs, who faw her, 
much about that time, at Valladolid. She 
had ftiU more wit than beauty^ and never had 
a ihe-advent*ircr better talents for decoying 
dupes : but flie was none of thofe coquets, 
who lay up the acknowledgments of their gal- ; 
lants : when Ihe had pillaged a man of bull- - 
nelSflhe fhared his ^ils with thefirfl Iharper ; 
Ibe found 10 her Uki>g. 

:wc 
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- We lt)ved one another at firft fight : and 
the conformity of our manners joined us fo 
' clofely, thatrwe foon had every thing in com- 
mon* Our fortunes, indeed, were not very 
tonfiderable, and therefore wc fpent them in 
a very littietime. Ntither of us, unluckily, 
minded any thing but our pleafure, or made 
the leaft ufe of the talents we had to live at 
our neighbour's cx|>encc. But mifery at laft 
arwakeiicd our geniufcs; which pleafure had 
benumbed : and Camilla faid to me, " My 
deair Raphael, leC us make a diverfion, my 
fViend, and renounce a fidelity Chat ruins -us 
both : you may c^>dvate a rich, widow, and 
I- may chwTTi tome nobleman: for if wc cori- 
titiue faithful to one another, here will be two 
fijrtufles loft," — " Fair Carfiilla'(I replied) 
you have ^ticipated me) I was going- to 
make the fame propofal to yOu; I aflent to 
your fcheme, my queen : yes, for the bettfer 
fapport of our mutual'flame, let us atten^t 
dm^antageous conquefts ; the infidelkks we 
thall commit will turn to triumphs jn the 
end." 
-This convention being made, we took the 
fiekl, and made coiifiderable motbns at firll:, 
without being able to encounter what- we 
fought: GamiHa could light upon none but 
beaux t that is to fay, gallants who had not 
a- penny in- their pockets : and I could meet 
with no women, but fuch as loved better to- 
levy coiltribut'i^s than to pay them. As oAr 
arts were ufelefs in lor^*wc had recourie to 
ftratagems. 
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■ftratagems, and performed fomany, that our 
fame reached the ears of the corregidoTi and 
that fevere judge' for the devil, ordered one 
of his algauzils to apprehend ys ; but this of-^ 
iicer, being as good naiured as the dther was 
cruel) gave us time to quit Madrid,' in codli- 
deration, of a fmall fum which we bcftowed' 
upon him. We took the rold to ValladoKd," 
and fixed in that city, hfnring hired a houlb, 
in which i lived with Gatnilla, who pafled for 
iny filter, to avoid JciJidai. At firft we kept 
our indultry under th^ rein, and began to'lhi- 
dy the ground, before, we ihould form any 
enterprile. 

One day a maiv accoftilig me in the-ftreef 
faluted me very civitty, laying'" Sgnor Don ' 
Raphael, do you know Jne?" I .arrtWerefl^ 
" No," Upon which he' refumed:, " But I 
rccolledt you: I have fcen you at the court of 
Tufcany, where I then belonged RJthe GraAd 
Duke's guards. I quitted thefervice of' that 
prince iome months' ago,' and amiebMe/'to 
Spain with an Italian otgttatfindTe: wehdve 
been three weeks at Valladolid, Mid lodge 
'with a Caftilian and Galician, who ar6, witAi 
out contradi£tion» two young fello'ws of ho- 
nour. We live together by the work of our 
hands, make good cheer, and amufe oyrfcisies 
like princes : if you wUl join us, you fliall be 
agreeably received by my confederates ; for 
yob «lways fecmedto me to be a gallant maiH 
of a difpofition not addrfted to fcruples, and 
a profe4ed brother of ovlr order.'* 

The 
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The rogue's franknds excited mine. " Since" 
you {peak U> me with- fo little refcrve (faid I 
to him) it is buc reafonable that I fliould ex- 
plain myfclf la. the fame manner to you. 
Indeed, I am not a novice in your profelUon ; 
and if my modefly would allow me to re- 
count my exploits, you would fee that you 
hare not judged too advantageoudy of my ta- 
lents : but I will forbear to launch out in my 
own praifcy and contetic myfelf with a0uring 
you, while I accept thai place in your com- 
pany which is o6fercd, that I will negleft no* 
thing to approve myfelf worthy of your 
choice." As foon as I figni&ed to this ambi- 
dexter my confenc to at^nencthe number of 
his comrades, he condu«Jed me to the place 
where chey were, aod introduced me to their 
acqtiaintaoce. It was here that I faw, for tho' 
firft time, die iUuftrious Ambrofe de Lamela.- 
'Thofe gentlemen examined loe touching my 
fktU in the myftery of appropriating to one's 
jfelf with addrefe the cSc&s of another. They 
wanUcdfO'know if I underftood the principles 
of their art; but ! fhowed them a great many 
ftr^tagems which they did not know, and 
which acquired their admiration of my abi- 
lity. .They were ftill.more aftonilbed, when 
defpi0ng the dexterity of my hand, as a thing' 
too common, I told them that I excelled in 
tricks which required the afliftance of genius. 
To convince them of this, I recounted the ad- 
venture itf Jerome de Moyadas^-and, upon 
the 0mple narration of that afiair, they found 
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me fuch a fuperior genius, tbit I was chofen - 
their chief by unanimous confent. I foon 
jufttfied -their choice by an inBnite number 
of knavilh defigns, which we put in praftice,, 
and of which I was, as it were, the informing, 
foul. When we had occafion for an aftrels 
to carry on our proje^, we made ufc of Ca- 
milla, who performed ail her parts to admi- 
ration. 

Atxiut that time, our brother Ambrofc, 
being tempted to revifit his native couHtry,, 
fee out for Gallicia, aH^uring us, that we might 
depend upon his return. He fatisfied his, 
deure, and on his way back again, going to 
Burgos, with an intention of llriking lome 
ftroKe, ao inn-keeper of his acquaintance ior 
troduced him to the fervicc pf Signbr Gi^ 
Bias of Santillane, with who& atfairs ;he did 
not &tl to make him acquainted. SignorGil 
Bias (he .added, addrdTmg himfelt to me) 
you know how we rid you of your portnua- 
teau, in our fiimilhed lodging at Valtadolid i 
and I don't, doubt that you fufpeded Ambrof? 
of being the chief inftrument of that tt^ft. 
And you was jn the right : for, at your aXr 
rival, hecamc and laid your fituaMon before 
us, and we, the gentlemen undertakers, re- 
guU^ ouifelves acconUo^y. But you ar$ 
ignQrant of the-eoafequento of that adveo; 
ture, which I wiU, .theiefore, let you kn9^f 
Ambrofe and I cartled off your pcutmanteaut 
and', mounung your, amIes,..tpoK che road t^ 
Madrid, without incumbering ourfelves with 

Vqt. n. L Camilla, 
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Camilla, or the trft of our comrades, ^rfio, 
without doubt, were as much furprifed as 
you at our non-appearance next day. 

On the fecond day we changed our defign» 
and, inftead of going to Madrid, which I had 
not quitted without caufc, we paffcd by Zc- 
beros, and continued our route as fai* as To- 
ledo. In this city, our firft care was to drefs 
ourlelvcs like gentlemen -, then giving our- 
felves out for two brothers of Gallicia, who 
trayclied out of curiofity, we foon became ac- 
quainted with pcrfons.of charaSxr. - As I had 
been fo much accullomed to a& the man of 
quality, I was eafily miftafcen for fuch, and 
pcopie being ufually dazzled by expence, we 
unpolcd upon every body by the gaUant treats 
we b^an to give to the ladies. Among the 
women whom I vifited, there was one -who 
touched my heart: I found her fairer dian 

- Camilla, and a good deal more young : 1 was 
defirous of knowing who flie was, and learned 
that her name was violante, and thai her huf- 
band was a gentleman, who cloyed already 
with ho' charms, purfued thole c^ a courtezan 
wh<Hn he loved. This piece of information 
was enough to determine me to eftablilb Vio- 
Irate the fovereign lady of n)y affe£Uon. 

It was not long before flie perceived her 
conqueft : I began to follow her every where» 
ai^ commit a - thouland impertinences, to 
perfuade her that I wanted nothing more 
dian to ouilbk her lor the infidelity of her 
^oufe. The fair one made her jcflc&ions 
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on the matter, which were fuch, that «C laft, 
I had the pleafure of knowing her approba- 
tion of my fentlments. I received from her 
a billet, in anfwer to feveral which I had fenc 
to her, by one <#" thofe old matrons who arc 
fo ferriceable in Spain and Italy. The Udf 
gave me to underftand that her hufband fup- 
ped every evening with his miftrels, and (fid, 
not come home before it was very late. 
That feme night I went under the windows 
of Vioiante, and entered into a moft tender, 
converfation with her : after whkfh we :^;rced 
at parting to enjoy the fame opportunity 
every night at the fame hour, witrwut pre- 
judice to the other afts of gallantry which 
we fhould be permitted to exercife in the 
day. 

Hitherto Don Balthazar, the hufband of 
my princefs, came off very cheaply : but I 
rhofe to love tiaturally, and repaired one even- 
ing under the lady's windows, with a deHgn 
to tell her, that I could live no longer, if I 
did not enjoy a tete-a-tete with her in a place 
more fuitable to the excefs of my love ; an 
indulgence which I had not as yet been able 
to obtain. Butjuft as I got to' the place, I. 
faw a man come into the ftreet, who fcemed 
to obftrve me: in effeft, it was the- hufbandj 
who returned from the courtezan earlier than . 
ufual, and who perceiving a cavalier near h^ . 
houfe, inftead of going in, walked to and fro in 
the ftreet. I remained for fomc time unrefolv- 
ed; but, at Uft, determined to accofl: Don 
ht BaU 

[;..i,tc(, Google 



7^h ADVENTURES GF 

-Balthizar, yhom I' djd not know, and of 
whom I wa^ atfe utterly unkhown.^ " Signor 
cavalier (faid I to him) pray leave the l|reec 
free to' me for one night: I will do as nluch 
for you another time'."- — *' Signor (he replied) 
I- was gding to make the fame requeft to you : 
I'am in love with a girl, whom her brother 
guards like a dragon, and who lives not above 
twenty paces'from hence, fo that I wifh there 
was" nobody in the ftreet." — " There is one. 
way (faid I) o^ fatyfying us both, without 
incomm6ding either; for added I (fliowing 
him his qwn houfe) the Jady whom I fervc 
Ipd^i t/it!re?i. and let. lis alTift' pnc ahotEer 
if either of us (hould be 'attacked."— " With, 
ail 'my heirt (he replied") I will go to my, 
rendezvous, and we, will back , one another 
ihiuld there be occafion." So faying, he 
left me 1 but it was in order to obleryc me 
the better, and this' the' darknefs of the'night 
permitted him to do with impunityl 

As for my part, I "approached in fecurity 
the balcony of Violante, who fpon appeared, 
and we began to converfe together. I did not 
fail to inmt upon my queen's granting mc a 
private interview in Ibme particular place. She 
refifted ifiy itriportunitics a litde, to enhance 
the value of tne favour which I demanded; 
then dropping a letter, which (he took out of 
her pocket, ** Hold (faid Ihe) you will find 
in this billet,, the promife of what you fo 
earneftly defire," She afterwards withdrew^ be- 
caufe the hour' at which "her hufband ufually 
returned 
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returned was at hand, ijpon which 1, fecurcd 
the billet, and advanced to* the place 'wif^re 
Don Balthazar faid he was concerned: B'uC ffej 
having very well perceived what 1, wanted 
%ith his wffe, "came to Jiie, faying; " Wei], 
Signer cavalier, are you fatisfitd with ypiy; 
good fortune^"— I have caufe to Be fo (J 
replied;) and what have ymi done ? has Io\^ 
favoured your addrefles ?"— ** ^h nff ! (laii 
he) the curfed brother of the beauty whoih I 
■ loye is returned from a countryThoqfe, where 
X imagined he would ftay till to-morrowj and 
Ai j mischance has badlked mS df the pteiftlit 
Wthwhich'I fttittei«d myicffi*'^ ''■■''' '''7- 
■D6n Balthazif and Imade mutual ^rgtefti- 
tibris of fridridfhip > and[,'to tifiVthekUDlfsoyit 
'^'fafter, made an Sfipointmem to meet n&X 
.iday'in the grfcat ftjiure. After we parted, he 
went home, but mentioned not a yprd of 
wKat he krlc^ to .Violaiite. Next daj-'he «f- 
paired to the great fquare,' where I arriving'Jl 
■moment after fiim,' we faluted one another 
with demonftrations of friertdfliip, as perfidi- 
ous pn one fide, as fmcere on the other. Then 
Don Bahhawr made me the confidante of a 
■feigned' intrigue with the lady whom he had 
'mentioned the preceeding night i recounting » 
long ftory that he had invented, in order to 
engage me in my turn, to tell him in What 
manner I had become acquainted with Vib- 
iaute. 1 did not fail to fall intp the fnare, 
and confefs all with the utmolt franknds : 
I even fhowed the letter which I had' re- 
L 3 . - ceivcd 
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ccivoj horn her, and read the concents in 

tKdc words: 

** I S3ull dine to-morfow with Donna 
.,** Inez: you know where fhe lives: it is in th^ 
** hqufe of l^t faithful fiiend that I intend 
" to g?ve you a private interview; for I can 
**. no longer refufe that favour which you 
** feem to defcrve." 

' " This (faid Don Balthazar) ». a faUlrt 
which promifb you the acconapIKhment of 
your wifh; I coi^atulate you beforehanii on 
the bappinels that attends you.*^ He could 
' jiot help being a little difconcerted while he 
laid diis % but he eafily concealed his trouble 
and confufion from me. X was fo much cor 
grofled by hope, that I never thought oif 
obferving my confidante, who was obliged* 
however, to leave me, that 1 might not at laft 

tercelve his agitation. He ran to apprife his 
rother-in-law of this adventure; but I am 
ignorant of what palled between them : all I 
know of the matter is, that Don Balthazar 
■came and knocked at the door while I w.as 
"with Violante at the houfe of Donna Inez : 
■ and as foon as we learned that it was he, I 
. efcaped ' at a back-door before he came in. 
As fobn as I was gone, the ladies, whom the 
unforcfeen arrival of the huftand had difcon- 
certed, recolleAed themfelves, and received 
him with fuch effrontery, that he fufpefted I 
was either concealed, or, had made my efc^. 
I can;: 
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I cannot idt what be faid to Dwina loez and 
his wife, becaule it never came to my know- ■ 
ledge. 

Mean while, without fuTpeAing that I was 
Don Balthazar's dupe, I wait away, curling 
him, and returned to the great fquarc, wherp 
X had appointed to meet I^mela. i did not 
find him however; he had little affairs of his 
own to manage, and the rogue was more for- . 
tunate than I. While I waited for him, I faw 
my perfidious confidante arrive, who eame up 
fo me with a gay air, and finiling, aQced news 
of my interview with my nymph ac the houfe 
of Donna Inez. " I. do not know, faid I, 
what demon, jc^otu of my pleafures, delights 
in thwarting them : but while I was alone with 
my Udy, preffing her to make me happy, hcf 
hufband> whom the devil confound! camp 
land knocked at the door : fo chat being obliged 
to get off as fail: as I could, I retired by a 
back-door, cvrfing to hell the troubkfgme 
cuckold who broke all my meafures." — " I 
am fuely forry for it (cried Don Balthazar, 
"who felt a fecret joy in fceina; my vexation) 
ylut an impertinent huibana mu(t he bet I 
■advife you to give him no quarter." — " O ! as 
.for that (I replied) I will take your advice; 
and I can afTureyou that his honour fhall make 
its exit this night : his wife, when I left her, bad 
me not be diicouraged at fo fmall a matter : 
but be fure to come under her window earlier 
than ufual, for fhe was refolvcd to admit me 
into her houle : and defired me, at all events, 
L^ to 
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"to cOmc attended with t*o or' tlyee friends, 
■for fear of furprHe." — *' 'WTiat a prudent lady 
■fteis! (faid he) I will,' if yotipleafe, accom- 
pany you thither," — " Ah, my dear friend! 
^criedl, inatranfport of joy, while I threw 
'my arms around his neck) I am infinitely 
Obliged to yoH."~" 1 will do more (he rc- 
'ftimed) I am acquainted" with a young fcjlow 
Vho is another Cacfar ■, he fhall be tif the 
■jjarty, and then you may" boldly confide in 
your efcorte," 

' I did not know what acknowledgements to 
•make to this new ffiend, fo lifitich was-1 
Charmed with his zeal. In Diorr,--Iacccpt(3 
■tiic fuccour which he' offered; and appointing 
'■to nieet in the twilight under Violantc's bat 
fcolw, we parted for that time. He went to 
find his brother-in-law, whowa^ the Cjefar in 
^iitftion; and I took a turn till the "evening, 
'^ith Lariicla, who'(thou*h he was furprifcd 
'at theardour -with which Don Balthazar efpouf- 
xd my intcreft) diftrufted him ho more than 
"I: we fell nodding into the fnare, which, I 
'Own, was unpardonable in people of \)ur ex- 
'perience. When I thought it was time to 
"prefent myfclf before VioUnte's window, Am- 
-fcrofe and I appeared upon the fpot, armed 
'with good rapiers i and there we found the 
lady's hulband, wi,th another man, waiting 
■for us, without flinching. Don Balthazar ac- 
'cofting me, and fliowing his brother-in-law, 
'faid, " Signor, this is the cavalier, whole 
bravery, 1 extolled fo much. Get into the 
'■ houfc 
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houfe of ypur miftrefs, and let not anxienr 
hinder yoo from enjoying the moft perfeq; 
felicity." ' 

After fome mutual compliments, I knock- 
ed at my nymph's door, whicK being opened 
by a kind of duenna, I entered, and without 
taking notice of what pafled behind me, ad- 
vanced into a hall where Vjolarite was. While 
I faluted the .lady, the two traitors, who hail 
followed me iiito the houfe, ^nd (hut the door 
fo haftily after them, that Ambrofe was left 
in the itreer, difcovered thfemfelvei. You may 
tafily imagine" that we then ca'^e to blows; 
Both of them charged me at once j but I foup'd 
thei+i woBcenoughi and employed them in 
iuch a manner, that perhaps they,: repenteS 
they had not 'choien ,a Hirer cotiveyanceYpr 
their revenge. I r^n the hufband through "OiP 
body, and his brothcr-in law feeing himoui 
of the queftion, got to tl 
duenna and Viblahte had' c 
dcape, while* we were ei 
them into the rfreeit, wh^ 
who not beih^ able tb txt 
the Women in their flight 
know what to think of tht 
We returned to the taver 
Rjcured our moft valuable 
ing Our mules, rode 6u: '\ 
waitidgfia- day.'"^ ';■ '^ _ j 
"' jKnbwing very well ttliili'Qiis a£fvr''migM 
have bad'confei}ueric^, and that aieafcl^ wotiW 
be 'made at Toledo, which We ; were in t^e 
■ /: *L-5'- '■'■■' •^■'ri^M 
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right to anticipate, we went to bed aC Yilla-^ 
mbia, at an inn, where, fome time after, a 
merchant of Toledo arrived, in his way to 
S^prba. As wc fupped in his company, he 
recounted the tragic^ adventure of Violante*9 
hulband, and was fo far from fufpefting'tu 
to be concerned, that wc boldly afltea of 
him all manner of queftions about the affair. 
*' Gentlemen (faid he) juft as I let out this 
morning, I heard of the melancholy accident. 
Search was made every where for Violantei 
and I was told tlut the corrcg^dor, who is re- 
lated to Don Balthazar, has rcfolyed to foare 
nothing in difcovering the murderers. . This 
is all I know of the matter." 

Though I was not much alarmed at the 
iearch of the corrcgidor, I refolvcd to quit 
New Caftile immediately ; reflefting that when 
Violante ihould be found, flie i^ould confefs 
alt, and on her dercription of my perfon to 
the judge, people would be lent in puifuit of 
me. For this rcafon, the very next day, we 
avoided the highway, throi^h precaution: 
Laniela being luckily acquainted with three- 
^urths of Spain» and particularly with the by- 
- vays through which we qould fecurely repair 
into Arragon. Inflead of going ftraight to 
(^uencA,' we kept among the mountains ad- 
jacent to that city; 'and, throggh paths that 
^rere not unknfnfn co.my guide, arrived at a 
gjocto ^tuch looked very much like an ho*- 
BiiUige-, and, indeed it was the fame to which 
you t junc teft lUB^ for an afylum. 
*■-' ' While 
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While I was confidering the country around, 
which prefented to my view a mod charming 
rural profpcfti my companion faid to me, 
^' I paned by this place fix years ago, at which 
time that grotto ferved as a retreat to an old 
hermit, who gave me 3 very charitable recep- 
tion: entertaining me with a fliarc of his pro- 
viiions: I remember that he was a very holy 
man, and harangtifd me with a dilcourfe that . 
had almoft detached me from the world : pcr^ 
haps he is ftill ^ve.:. I will go and fee." So 
faying the curious Ambrofe alighted from 
his mule, and entering the hermitage, where 
having ftaid fome minute^ he returned, cal- 
ling to me, *' Come hither, Don Raphael — 
come and fee a very affefting fcenc." 

I alighted immediately, and tying our mules 
to a tree, followed Lamela into the grotto^ 
where I perceived an old anchorite, pale and 
dyiiLg, Itretched at his full length upon a 
trucfcle-bed. A white beard very bulhy, -co- 
vered his whole breait^ and in his hands, 
cla^ied together, appeared a large twifted rc^ 
iary. At the noife we made at approachiog 
lUm, he opened his eyes, which death had ^ 
ready begun to clofe, and after having looked 
at us for a moment,, faid, ** Whofoevcr yoy 
are, rny brethren, profit by the Ipe^cle tliat 
now prrftnts itfetf to your <yes : I have lived 
forty years in xjx world, and fixty' in this Ib- 
litude. Ah I how long, at this oioniciit, ieems 
fhc time which I have t>^owed qn my plea- 
{jats ! and, on the contrary, hoW uort does. 
1.6 that 
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that appear which I have confecrated to peni- 
tence and devotion ! Alas ! 1 am afraSa that 
the aufteriries of brother John have not fuf- 
ficiently expiated the fins of the licentiate 
Don Juan dc Solis." 

' He had no fooner fpoke thefe words than 
he expired, leaving us very much affefted with 
his death. Thefe Ibrt of objefts "always make 
fomc impreflion even on the greateft libertines. 
But ffedid not retain it long: We foon forgot 
'what he had faid to us, and began to take ah 
inventory of every thing in the hermitage : 
' ^n employment not very laborious i, all tiis 
'furnrturecOfififting' in whatyou^may ha^ve ob- 
ferved In'the griitto.' Br'6thef Joiin was hot 
only ill provided with furniture, but alfb kept 
a very bad larder: for alt the provifion.we 
found, was a few filberts, and feme crufts of 
iaffey'-bread, fo Kard as to be, in all apfeaf- 
'SriCe, proof agaSnft the gUms of the'hblV 
!min. ' J fay, his' gums ^ btcaufe we pbfenrea 
that^he had loft ill His teeth> AM that thS 
Solitary 'habiturioft' contained, and all that we 
belield, niade us regard the good anchbnteis 
il''^erfi?E^ faint.' "Ws' w^re Blocked, indcet 
at 6nt ttvifig ; wt'' opened a paper folded iit 
fomi>f'alett?l;'*ymthhe.h£d1aid'op6ri-th4 ■ 
'tiiblej.'and in'^hichhe beggerf that the pet^ 
fon' jwh6flipuld ■ reail it. Would carry Ihis ' rii- 
fa^J^ and land^U to ihe' BilhOp'Of CuertCa. 
'Wt did'npt Know' with Mvha; intention? this 
'iiew'fatiier bf'th^ defeft' cOuld deftrc to niakfe 
•ftith aditfcrtt'fo Msbilhop.' fUh S^ed'ih 
i .1. :a.u .-.ui .v-i.----^''-. i:^ putta^ 
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^outr^ agajrift humility, and the behaviour 
of a man wno wanted to let up for canoniza- 
tion. And perhaps there was nothing in it 
■ but pure fimplicityj for I don't pretend to 
•decide the matter. 

While we difcourfed_together'6n this fgb- 
jeifl, a pleafant thought came into Lamela's 
head. "-Let us ftay {faid Ke) I'n tliis liermi- 
'tage, and'difgu^ ourftlves' like anchorites, 
having firft' buried brother' John. You (hall 
pats for him, and I, u'ndtr the name of brb- 
fther Anthony', Will go heggmg iii the neigh- 
Jjouring towns and yijl^es^ Befides.our be- 
^ng lecure fr'oni the enquiries orthe corregidor 
7for i don't believe he vn\\ thjr\1c of Tearthing 
for us here) I have fomc good acquaintance at 
Cuerica, which we may cultivate. I approved 
*'0T this extravagant., piiopofal, not fo much 
'for "A'mbr"oIc's reafons, 'as oiit of 'pure Vhini, 
or 3,defire of aZ^ihg a partdhajjJw. - ^Aboitt 
'thirty'or fprtypaces .from tTie .grotto," we ^9g 
'a'gravei'in which' we*'m6Uefl;Ty' interred 'the 
'old ahchbrite,' after Kavingftripped'hifhof hU 
^clothesi that is,"a firhple robetied about his 
*(iliddie with aleather'^^Ie: we" likewife "cut 
'feflfhis beard, to (hake 
'andi iij IhprL ifter ha 
heraL' 'toot' po^ellioh' 
y 'We^fed poorly the 
xo live on the broVmoi 
TiexTrhornit^, Beforfe 
^rdcr tit 'fell Uie iwo . 
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and other things which he had purchajed. He 
- brought every thing that was neceftary for our 
transformation! h^ made for himfelf a rufiet 
gown, and a little red beard of horfe-hair, 
which he .fixed fo artificially to his ears, that 
one would have fwom it was. the natural pro- 
duce of. his'chin. :'Therc is not a more aex- 
"trous young fcilo* ' in thq world thah he j 
'who likcwile wcaved the beard of brother 
John, which he applied to my face, and my 
"brown woolen cap fcrvcd to cover the arti- 
fice i fo that there was notjiing wanting to our 
dijf^ife. We found each other to pleafantly 
equipped, that we could not, without laugh- 
ing, behold ciurfelves in this drefs, Which truely 
was not very fultable to our real characters. 
Together with brother John's robe, I wore his 
rofary and fandali, of which I made no fcnj- 
'ple to deprive the bifhop of Cuenca. 

We h^ been already three days in the her- 
' mitage, without Seeing a foul appear; but on 
the. fourth two peafants entered the grotto, 
bringii^ bread, cheefe, .and onions, to the 
defundt, whom they ftill chov^t alive. As 
Toon as I pcrccivca diem, I threw myfelf op 
'my bed, and it was no difficult' matter to, de- 
ceive them: fm* befides that itiew wai not 
.light eooujgh to enabk them to diftinguUhmy 
'^tures, 1 imitated, as well as X could, the 
voice ci brocher Jotm, who& laft word^ | 
'had heard^'and tber had no GiTmciotk of the 
cheat: th^ feemeo only lurpnfed to ineec 
another ImW tfaeit : ^rhich mista: timeU 
pcncivcdjk 
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perceived, he fald with an hypocritical air* 
• My brethren, be not furprifed to fee me in 
this folitude ; I have quitted an hermitage I 
poOefled in Arragon, tp come hither and at- 
tend the venerable and difcreet brother John, 
who in his extreme old age has occafioh for a 
comrade who can provic£ for his neceffities.'* 
The peafants gave infinite praife to the cha^ 
riw of Ambroft, and exprelfed great jby^ in 
being able to boaft of having two holy pcrr- 
fon^^es in their country. 

Lamela, with a large havrefack» which he 
had.not forger to purchafe,. went a begging 
for the firft time in the city of Cuehca, which 
Is but a foiall league from the hermitage. 
With a devout appearance wiiich he h»d re- 
ceived from n^ure, and the art of making 
advantage of it, which he poflefled in a fu^ 
preme degree, he did not fall to extort "aim* 
from charitable people, with whofc liberaljtiep 
he filled his havrefack. " Mr. Am^ro^ (^^9- 
X to him at hisi:^rn) I corwratulate you up- 
on youi* happy talent of meuing.the foub of 
chriltians. Egad* one would thuOc you had 
been a begging brother among the c^uchms.? 
*' I have done fimicthing eBc (aniwered he) 
than fill my knapfack: you ihuftknow I havf 
difcovered a certain nymph called Barba, 
whom I, formerly loved, aiid whom I have 
fouhd Arahgc;ly altqcd: fhc ^like us) haf 
turned devotee, and Kvea with two or three 
Titbers Qf the £une d^s, who' edify the world 
in puiilick, aod in privitc' live fcandalous 
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lives, .As (he did not know mc at firft, 
•* How! madam Barba (faid I) is it poflible 
that you do not recolleft one of your old 
ifrienas, your admirer Ambrofe?" — " By my 
faith! S^of de Lamcla (cried fii'e) I Ihould 
never have expefted to fee you again in thfe 
habit you wear! By what adventure are you 
become hermit?" — " I cannotteltyouat pre- 
lent fl/eplied) the detail ii fptheWhat lon^j 
Ijut I ynll come back to-morrow to grati^ 
■your curiofity, and bring along with me my 
companion, brother John," — '' Brother John ! 
](faid (he rnterfupting me) what the good an- 
'chorite who lives in the hermitaee near this 
'city? Siirc you jokci^ they fay Tie is morfc 
than an ' huniirtd yfcars- old.";^" It is true 
"(faid r to her)' thar ,he Was Onie of that agc; 
■bat he has grown a ^reat deal Joung^r within 
thcfe few dayS; and is ?t ptiefent ho older 
than I,";—*' Wellj let him coiiie along with 
you ^repKed BaVba) I fee there is fome myf- 
teiV rti thte cafe." ' ,■''■; ;' ' ' '' 

Wfe'did'riot fail the ne*t day asfoonasJt 
was datk, to gd to the honfc of thofe' bigots, 
Vrfio had prepared a fumptuous Entertainment 
jfor diif rtcept'i'cm'. We imfri'ediately tobk oi^^ 
our'tteards, and hermits 'drefs^ and, '' without 
iterenaohy ijold' them Who we WereJ . On theSr 
fidei for feaif 'of \xia^ indebted fo <is ;f':>r our 
Jr'anknefs, thty rtipv«(l whatfaife'dfevdtCes arc 
icapable' of,''Wheh they banifh grirtiapcV Wfe 
jfperft almoft aft the night 4t ;tabk, 'and did 
^Gtretire to our grotto till the diwk Wi ■ 
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returned ' thithfcr again in a very fliort tittei 

' or rtthcr ?Rd "the fame thing i^^lmifft every 

" day^) during three 'moftttisr iti wHitH-tirfe 

we fpeni two thirds of oat monejr witii thiSe 

nymphs : but ontf being fufpicious of bur cha- 

■ rafters, difcoVered the whole, 'and hasinfomi* 
' idjuftice againft'us, whichthis day inttfndeli 

to Viflt thfe hermitafet, and ftcUreoiii"perfrtflS. 
' Yefterday, Ambrofr, *hilc he -wis Ije^ng at 
, Cuenca, met one of our lifters, who gave him 

a note, faying, one of my friends wrote this 
'tetter to me,' which I was going to lend to 
' ybu by an exprefs ; ihoWrit to brothel Jbftii, 

and take your ^meafu'res jfCcOrdiHglyl - Tt'was 

■ iJiis biffct geotlerten, T^htell' jL^eli 'fleli- 
•wred td me inyour brejfence, ^d wMfch Ms 
made us quit Co fuddcnly bui^ fblttafy Kfffit- . 



-flK Cctadl ^vhitb Dm R/^aal JuId.witbMs 
■ bearers, and the adventurt which bappeiud to 
them when tbef denned to quit the wood. 

WHEN Don Raphael had ended h|« 
narration, which I thought a little .te- 
" dious, Don Alphonfo was fo polite as to fay ic 
had diverted him very mucfi. Then Signor 
Ambrofe opened, and addrefling himfelf to 
his fellow-adventurer, '* Don Raphael (faid 
he) confider that the furi is fetj it will be 
proper, mcthinks, to deliberate upon what tte 
«re to do."—** You are in the right (replied 
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do a good 33 a bad aftion." Ambrofc, on 
his part, ftgnified'his willingTlefs to lend a 
hand'io fuch a laudable enterprlii;, for which 
(fcid he) 1 forefec wc Ihall be well rccfinn- 
penfed. I dare! likcwifc affirm, that on thM 
'Occafion I was not at all afraid of the dangerj 
and that no kriight-efrant ever ihoWed more 
readinefs to-fuccourdamfels in diftrefs. But 
not to conceal the tnlth; the danger was not 
-'Tgreat: for Lamela having reported that the 
armsof the robbers were all in a heap attte 
diftance ftf ten or twelve paces from them, it 
Wft& no difficult matter for us to execute our 
■drfign. 'We' tied bur horfe to a trte, and 
"lipproached (ts geftH^ as ppffible the place 
"Wheifethey were talking with grekt warmlh'i 
and m^ng a noifc that helped us ' to furprifc 
them. We made ourfelves mafters of their 
arms, before we were difcovered ■, then firing a 
voUey upon them, ftretched them all breaui- 

■ left on the Tpot. 

■ Dorirtg this enecution, the light going out 
-we remained in darknefsi but for all that did 
^not delay to undc the man and woman, who 

were fo much engrofied by their fear, that 
they had no power to thank us for what we 
had done in (heir behalf. It is true, indeed, 
they did not as yet know whether to look up- 
on us as their deliverers, or as a new troop of 
Danditti, who had not refcued them from the 
others with any intention to ufe them better. 
.But we encouraged them, by protcfting that 
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■we would condufS them to an inn, which, 
Ambrofe aiHrmed was not more than half a 
league from thence ; and that they might there 
take all neceffary precautions for their fecu- 
rity, in going wliither their affairs called them, i 
After this afllirance, with which they fcenjod 
very well fatisfied we re-placed th^m in their " 
chafe, and brought theni out of the wood, , 
letdin^ the mu^ by the bridl^. Our ahdio- 
ritcs afterwards examined the pockets of the' 
vanquilbed, took care of Don Aiphoalb's 
horfe, fecurt^ thofe that belonged t6 the 
thieves, wjrich we fouiid tied to trees near 
the field of battle;- and carrying them all off, 
followed brother Arithonj% whoaniwiltedoDe' 
of the mules, ill order to guide the Dbai& ta - 
the inn; at which, however, we did not ar-. 
rive in lefs time than two ^louff, although he 
had afiUred us that it was not far from the • 
wood.'^ . ■ . , ■ 

- Every bbdy_ in iheiiotifc being a-bed, we, 
khooked loudly at the door ; apon which . the * 
landlord and his wife got-up in a Jiurry, and. 
were not forry to fee their rtft> rnterriipttd. by 
the arrival of an equipage, which tHey thought 
would have fpent more money than it. did. 
The whole inn was lighred in a momenfv-: 
Don Alphonii) and the illtiftrious fon'of Lu- 
cinda offered their hands to help the cav-ali^ . 
aijd lady out of the chaife^- and even ferved 
tbetn as ufhers to the chamber whither the 
landlord conduded them. There a great many 
compli- 
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compliments p^ed; and we were not a lit- I 
' t^ monifhed when we undefftood that it was | 
^e Count de Pokn himfelf, and his daugh- 
ter Seraphina, whom we had delivered. It | 
is impoffible to defcribe the furprile of that 
lady, as well as of Don Alphonfo, when they 
rccoUe&ed each other. The Coimt took no 
notice of it, fo much was he otherwife en- 
gro£^ in mcountinct to us in what manner 
VK robbers had attacked him^ and how they 
had feiftd his daughter and him, and after hav- 
i^ killed his poltilion, page, and valec de 
chambrc: he ended widi telling us, that he 
had a deq> len& o£ the obligation he lay un- 
der to ut; wd if we. would come to kJm at 
Toledo, whete be ftunild be in a month, 
we ftuHild fee whether or no be was ungratc- 
fiil. 

Nor did the datuhter of this nobleman for- 
get to thank us £r her happy ddiTcraoce : 
and as Raphael and I imagined we Ihould 
fAeaie Don Alphonfo, by giving him an op- 
portunity of talking a moment in private with 
that yotuig widow, wt gratified his defire, by 
amuung the Count de P<dan. ** Fair Sera- 
phina Cfaid Don Alphonfo to the lady, in 
alow voice) I -n'AX no longer complain of the 
fate that compels me to live like a man ba- 
niOied from civd fociety, fince I have been fo 
happy as to contribute to the important ki- 
vice which you have recrived." — ** Howl 
(anfwered Oat fighing) is it you who have 
iaved 
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favtd my life and honour ? Is it to you thaC 
my father and I are fo. much indebted f Ah ! 
Don Alphonfo ! why did you kill my bro^ 
ther?" She faid no n>ore;but he cafily per- 
ceived by thcfc words, and the tone in which 
they wwe pronounced, that if he was vio- 
lently in- love with Scraphina, Jhe was no lefs 
coamourc^l of him. 



The End, of the Fifth Book.. 
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CHAP. I. 

^be eendttli of Gil Bias and Ins compttmons^ after 
tbey quitted the Count de Poian. The impor- 
tant projefi which -Anhrefe^formed^ and the 
vutnndr in winch it v/as eteaaed. 

THE Count de Polan, having fpent one 
half of [he nighc in thanking and af- 
furing us that we might depend upon his 
gratitude, called the landlonl, in order to 
confult with him about the means of getting 
in fafcty to Turis, whither he defigned to 
go. We left that nobleman to take his mea- 
iures accordingly, and departing from the 
inn, followed the road that Lamela was pleafed 
to choofe. 

After 
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After having travelled two Iiours, day fur- 
{>riied us near Campelio ; upon which we i-ii- 
mediately betook ourfelves to the mountains 
which are between that village and ' Requcna, 
and there palled the day in rojofuig ourfelves, 
and counting our finances, which were a good 
deal increafed by the money of the robbers ; 
for above three hundred piftoles were found 
in their pockets. As foon as it was dark we fet 
forward again, and next morning entered the 
kingdom of Valencia. We retired to the firil 
wood that prefented itfelf to our view, and 
pulhing a good way into it, arrived at a place 
through which a rivulet of chryftalline water 
gently glided in its way to join the ftreams of 
the Guadalaviar.* The (bade projefted by the 
trees, and the grafs which the place afforded 
in abundance to our horles, would have de- 
termined us to halt here, even if we had not 
been rciblved upon it before. We alighted 
therefore, and prepared to pafs the day very 
agreeably; but when we went to breakfaft, 
found very little provifion left. We began to 
want bread, and our bottle was become a bo- 
dy without a foul. " Gentlemen (faid Am- 
brofe) the molt charming retreats are but dif- 
agreeable without Bacchus and Ceres; our 
provifion muft be jenewcd; I will for that 
purpofe go to Xelva, an handfome town not 
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above two leagues from hence; fo that the ^ 
journey will foon be finifhed." So faying, lie 
fixed the bottle and havrefack on one of the 
horfes, and mounting on top of them, went 
out of the wood, with a dilpatch that promifed 
fpeedy return. 

He did not come back, however, fo Ibbn 
as we expefted ; more than half of the day 
elapfed, and night was ready to cover the trees 
with her footy wings, when we beheld our 
purveyor, whofe ftay had begun to give us 
fome unedfinefs. He exceeded our expedta- 
tion by the quantity of things with which he 
returned laden ; he brought not only the lea- 
thern bottle filled with excellent wine, and 
the knapfack crammed with bread and all forts 
■ of roafted venifon, but alfo a great bundle of- 
cloth, which we obferved with a good deal of 
attention. He perceived our admiration, and 
faid with a fmile, " I defy Don Raphael, and 
all the world together, to guefs why 1 have 
purchafed thefe things," Saying thefe words, 
he Ibofed the bundle, to fliow the particulars 
of what he had obferved in the grofs. He 
difplayed a cloak, and very long black robe ; 
two doublets with their hofe -, one of thofe 
inkhorns which are compofed of two pieces 
tied together by a ftring, the horn of which 
is feparated from the pen cafe; a quire of fine 
white paper, and a padlock with a large feal 
and green wax; and when he had exh.bited 
his whole purchafe, Don Raphael laid to him 
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in a jocular way, *' Egad, Mr. Ambrofe, iC' 
muft be confeiTed you have made a fine bar- 
gain. What ufe, if youpleafe,do you intend 
to make of it?" — " An admirable one (re- 
plied Lameki) all thefe things have colt 
me but ten doubloons : and I am perfuaded 
that they will bring us in more than five hun- 
dred; you may depend upon it, I am none of 
thofe who incumber themfelves with ufelefs 
cffedls; and to convince you that 1 did not 
buy all this like a fool, I will communicat:; 
the projeift 1 have formed." 

" Having furniihed myfelf with bread, 
(added he) I went into a cook's ftiop, where I 
ordered fix partridges, as many pullets and 
young rabbits to be put to the fire ; and while 
they were doing, a man came into the fhop 
in a rage, and, complaining loudly of the be- 
havibur of a merchant in town, faid to the 
cook, " By St. Jago! Samuel Simon is the 
'' moft ridiculous tncrchant in Xelva ; he has af- 
fronted me in open fliop ; the covetous wretch 
would not give me credit for fix ells of cloth, 
though he knows very well that I am a refpon- 
fible tradefman, and that he can lofe nothing 
by me. Is he not a ftrange animal? He 
fells willingly on credit to people of quality, 
and had rather venture with them, than oblige 
an honeft citizen without any rifk. "Was there 
ever fuch madncfs ? Damned Jew ! would he 
were taken in ! My wi(h will be one day ac- 
^•^d 2 complilhed. 
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complifhed. There arc merchants enough of 
my opinion." 

Hearing the tradefman fpeak in this man- 
ner, and lay a great many other things of the 
fame nature, I had a certain forewarning that 
1 Ihould cheat this Samuel Simon. " Friend 
(faid I to the man who complained) what is 
the character of this perlbn whom you men- 
tioned?" — " A very bad one (anfwered he 
haftily ;) I affure you he is a rank ufurer, the' 
he affetts the manners of a beneyolent man. 
He was a Jew, and turned Catholick; but in 
his heart, he is, ftill as much a Jew as ever 
Pilate was : for, they fay, he abjured for ia- 
tcreft." 

I lent an attentive ear to all the difcourfe of 
the tradefman ; and did not fail, when I came 
out of the cook's fliop, toenquire for Samuel 
Simon's houfe. A pcrfon fhowed it to me : I 
furveyed his ihop, examined every thingi and 
my imagination, ready at a call, fketched out 
a Itratagein which I digefted, and which ap- 
peared worthy of the valet of Signer Gil 
iilas, I went to a broker's, where I bought 
thefe clothes ; one fuit for afting an inquifi- 
- tor, another to reprefcnt a fcrivener, and the 
third for playing the part of -an alguazil. 

" Ah, my dear Ambrofe ! (cried Don Ra- 
phael interrupting him in a-tranfport of joy) 
what a wonderful idea! what a glorious plan ! 
1 am jealous of the invention, and would wil- 
lingly give up the greateft ftrokes of my Ufe 
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to be thought the author of fiich a happy 
fcheme ! Yes, Lamela, (added he) I fee alt 
the richnefs of thy defign, the execution of 
which ought to give thee no uneafinefs. Thou 
haft occafion for two good aftors to fecond 
thee, and they are alfeady found. Thou, who 
haft the air of a devotee, will ai5t the inquifi,- 
tor very well ■, I will repreient the_ fecretary ; 
and Signor Gil Bias if he pleafes, fliall play 
the part of an alguazil; thus (continued lie) 
are the cues diftributed ; to-morrow we will 
aft the piece, and I will anfwer for Its fu?^ 
cefs, unlefs fome of thofe unlucky accidents 
happen which confound the beft concerted de- 
figns." 

I conceived is yet. but very confufedly the 
project which Don Raphael liked fo much, 
but the whole was explained to me at fupper, 
and the trick feemed ingenious. After hav- 
ing difpatched part of our veniibn and .made 
our leathern bottle undergo a copious evacu- 
ation, we ftretclied ourfelves upon the grafs, 
and were afleep in a very ftiort time. " Get 
up, get up (cried Signor Ambcofc, at day- 
break) people, who have great enterprlfes to 
execute, ought not to be lazy." — " Deuce 
take you Mr. Inquifitor (faid Don Raphael, 
waking) how alert you are ! that bodes no 
good to Mr. 'Simon." — *' I grant it (replied 
Pamela) and will moreover tell you I dream- 
ed this night that I plucked the hairs from 
hjs beard; is- not that a villainous dream for 
M 3 him^ 
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him, Mr. Secretary ?" Thefe jokes were fol- 
lowed by a thou^nd more, which put us al) 
in gojd humour: we made a chearful break- 
fall,' and then prepared for ai5ting our feveral 
parts. Ambrofc put on the long gown and 
cloak, which gave him all the air of a com- 
miflary o£ the holy ofEcc: Don Raphael and 
I drelTed ourielves likewife fo as to bear a 
pretty good refemblance to a Iccretary and al- 
guazil. We employed a good deal of time 
in difguifing ounelves , and it was paft two 
#^ o'clock in the afternoon, when we quitted the 
' ...wood, and fet out for Xelva. It is true, in- 
deed, we were in no hurry, as our comedy 
would not b^in before the twilight : we 
therefore went at a very flow pace, and flop- 
ping at the city gate, waited there till nigbc 
As foon as it was dark, we left our horfes in 
this plabe to the care of Don Alphonfo, who 
was very glad that he had no other part to 
perform. Don Raphael, Ambrofe, and I, went 
immediately into a publican's in the ne^h- 
bourhood; and Mr, InquJfitorgoingforemoft, 
faid to die landlord with great gravity, 
*' Mafter, I want to talk with you in private." 
The landlord carried us into a parlour, where 
Lamela finding him alone with us, faid, " I 
am commiflary of the holy ofRoe, come hither 
upon a very important affair." At thefe words 
the publican grew pale, and replied with, a 
faultering voice, that he hoped he had given 
no caufe of complaint to the holy inquifition," 
« There- 
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" Therefore (replied Ambrofe) it has no in- 
tention to give you any trouble : God forbid 
that, too prompt to punilh, it Ihould con- 
found innocence with guihj it is fevere, but 
always juft: in a word, a man muftdcferve its 
chaftifements before he feels them. It was 
not you who brought me to Xelva, but a cer- 
tain merchant called Samuel Simon, of whom 
we have received a very bad report : it is faid 
that he, is ftill a Jew, and embraced Chriftlanity 
through motives purely carnal. I order you, 
therefore, in' the name of the holy ; ifice, ^ 
tell.me what you know of that man. BcvwiJ^ , 
of excufinghim, on account of his being yoi**'^ 
neighbour, and perhaps your friend; for I 
declare, if I perceive in your evidence the 
leaft referve, you yourfelf are a loft mao. 
Come, fccretary, (added he, turning to Ra- 
phael) do your duty." 

Mr. Secretary, who already had his paper 
. and inkhorn in his hand, fat down at a tabic, 
and, prepared with the moft ferious Mr in the 
world, to write the depofition of the land- 
lord, who on ' his part, protefted that he 
would not betray the truth. *' Well then, 
(faid the commiflary inquifitor to him) let us 
begin : anfwer only to my queftions : I aik 
no more." — " Do you fee Samuel Simon fre- 
quent the church?" — " It is what I have not 
obfcTved (faid the^publicfin) I don't remem- 
ber to have feen him at church."-—" Good! 
(cried the inquifitor) Write, that he is never 
M 4 fecn 
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feen at church." — " I don't fay fo, Mr. Com- 
miflkryi (replied the landlordj I only fay, that 
I never faw him there : he may be in the fame 
church with me, though I don't perceive himi." 
** Priend (faid Lamela) you forget that you 
iriuft not, in your examination, excufe Sa- 
muel Simon ; I have told you the confequences 
of it! You muft: mention only thofe things 
that are againft him, and not one word in his 
favour." — " If that be the cafe, Signor Li- 
centiate (refumed the landlord) you can't reap 
much, from my depofitioni I am not acquaint- 
ed with the merchant in queftion ; therefore 
'ran fay neither good nor ill of him; but if 
you want to know how he lives in" his own 
family, I will go and call Gafpard his pren- 
tice, whom you may interrc^te : he comes 
here fometimes, to make merry with his 
friends J and fuch a tongue! he will difcover 
the whole life and convenation of his mafter, 
and, I warrant it, find employment enough 
for your iccrctary." 

** I like your frankncfs (faid Ambrofc) and 
you fhow your zeal for the holy office, by in- 
forming me of a man acquainted with the mo- 
rals of Simon. I will report you to the in- 
quifition. Make halle, then (continued he) 
and bring hither : that fame Gafpard, whom 
you mention. But do things difcrcetly, that 
his mafter may have no Tufpicion of what 
pafles. The publican acquitted himlelf of 
ftis commilTion with great fecrecy and dili- 
gence. 
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gence, and brought along v/ith him the mer- 
chant's 'prentice, who was jutt fuch a very 
talkative young fellow as we wanted. " Wel- 
come, child (laid Lamela to him) you fee 
in me an inquifitor, nominated by ttie holy^ 
office to take informations againft Samuel 
Simon, who is accufcd of Judaifm, You 
live with hLn, and of confequence are wit- 
nefs to the greatefi: part of his behaviour. 1 
believe it is unnecelfary to advertife you' of the 
obligation you are under, to declare all that 
you know of him, when. I order you to do 
lb, in the name of the holy inquifiiion."' ,■ 
" Signor Licentiate (replied the young man) 
I am very ready to fatisfy you on that head^ 
without being commanded in the name of the 
holy office. If my mafter was to take mc for 
his text, I am perfuaded that he would not 
■fpare me ; I will therefore deal as plainly with. 
him, and tell you, in the firft place, tlut he 
is a clofe hunks,, whofe true fcntimencs it is 
impoITible to difcover;. or.e who affcfts all the 
- exteriors of a holy man, but has not one 
fcruple of virtue at bottom. He goes Wry 

evening to the houfe of a little AbigaiK" " f 

am glad t» hear that, faid Ambrofe (inter- 
ruptinghim) and I fee, by what you fay, 
that he is a. man of bad morals : but anfwer 
precifely to the queftions I am going to afk. 
1 am particularly enjoined to know what are 
his.fentiments with rcfpe(5t to religion.. Tell 
me, do you cat pork in. your houlc ?"— « i; 
M 5. don'a- 
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don't think (replied Gafpard) ihat we have 
eat of it twice, during the whole year .that 
1 have lived with him."—" Very well refum- 
cd mafter inquifitor: write, fecretary, that 
pork is never eaten in the houfe of Samuel 
Simon. But, to make amends for that (con- 
tinued he) you doubtlei eat lamb fome- 
times." — ** Yes, fometimes (replied the 'pren- 
tice) we had fome for example, laft £ after." — 
*' A lucky epochal (cried the commiflary :) 
write, lecretary, that Simon keeps the paff- 
over. This goes 00 excellently well, and, me- 
thinks, we have received good intelligence." 
" Befides, you mu ft tell me, friend (added 
.Lamela) if you have fiever feen your matter 
carefs little chiLiren." — " A thoufand times, 
(replied Gafpard) when he fees little boys pafs 
by his Ihop, if they are at all handfome, he 
ftops and fondles them." — " Write, mafter 
fecretary (faid the inquifitor, interrupting 
him) that Samuel Simon is violently fufpeift- 
cd of decoying Chriftian children Into his 
houfe, in order to cut their throats. A fine 
profelyte indeed! Ohof Mr, Simon, you 
ihall have to do with the holy office take my 
word for it : you muft not imagine that you 
will be allowed to make your barbarous' fiicri- 
fices with impunity. Courage! zealous Gaf- 
pard (faid he to the "prentice) declare all that 
you know of the matter; and give us to un- 
derftand, that this falfe catholick is more at- 
tached tlian ever to the Jewilh cuftoros and 
^ ceremonies. 
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ceremonies. Does not he fpend one day of 
the week in to^l inaction ?"-^No ! (anfwered 
Gafpard) I have not obfcrved that ; I only 
perceive that on fome.days he ihuts hlmfelf 
up n his clofet, where he remains a long 
time."— " Ah ! ha! (cried thecommiffary) he 
keeps the labbath as lure as I am an inquifi- 
tor. Mark, Tecretary, mark that he reiigi- 
oully obferves the fad of the fabbath. Ah ! 
the abominable wretch ! I have only one thing 
more to a(k. Does not he fpeak alfo of Je- 
rufalem ?" — Very often (replied the young 
man) he relates to us the hiftory of the Jews, 
and in what manner the temple of Jerufalem 
was dLftroycd." — " Right ! (Taid Ambrofe) 
mafter lecreCary let not this piece of intelli- 
.gence efcape you : write in large charafters, 
that Saiiiuel Simon breathes nothing but the 
reftoration of the temple-, and tlut he medi- 
tates night and day the re-eftablifhment of his 
nation. I do not want to know any morej 
th.-refore it is needicfs to afk any other quef- 
tions: what the trully Gafpard has depofed, 
is enough to bring a whole fynagogue to the 
ftake." 

Mafter commiflary of the holy office hav- 
ing interrogated the 'prentice in this man- 
ner told him he miglit retire; but ordered 
him, in the name of the holy inquifition, to 
conceal from his mafter every tittle of what 
had paflcd. Gafpard, having promifed to obey, 
cook his leave ! and we did not tarry long 
, M 6 after 
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•ftcr lie went out, but leaving the publick 
houfe as gravely as we had entered, went 
and knocked at the door of Samuel Simon, 
who opened it with his own hand ; and if he 
was aftonifhed to fee three fuch figures as we 
were, he was much more fo, when Lamela, 
being fpokefman, faid to him, with an impe- 
rious tone, *' Mr. Samuel, I command you, 
ia the name of the holy inquilition, of which 
-I have the honour to be commiffary, to deli- 
ver into my hand, this inftant, the key of 
yourclolet: I want to fee if I cannot find 
fomeching to juftify the informations which 
have been prefented to us againft you." 

"The merchant confounded at thefe words, 
reeled two fteps backward, as if he had re^ 
ceived a blow on the ftomach. Far from fuf- 

fiefting us of any trick, he believed implicit- 
y, that fome fecret enemy wanted to uibjeft 
him to the fuipicion of the holy office ; per- 
haps too, knowing himfelf to be no good C2- 
tholick, he had caufe to be afraid of an infor- 
mation. Be that'as it will, I never faw a man 
more difconcerted r he obeyed without refift- 
ance, and opened his clofet, with all the re- 
fpeft that a man could Ihow, who is in terror 
of the inquifition^ " At leaft (feid Ambrofe 
while he went in) at leaft you receive the or- 
ders of the holy office without contum.acy. 
But (added he) retire into another room, and 
Ipave me at liberty to perform my funftion." 
Ssmifel was as obedient to this order as to the 
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firft: he remained in his fhop, -while we three 
entered his clofet, and began to I'earch for his 
cafh, which we eafily 'found ; for it was in an 
open coffer, and in much greati^r quantity 
than we could carry off, conmting of a great 
number of bags piled upon one another ; but 
the whole in filver. We (hould have liked 
gold better; but things being as they were, 
we were fain to accommodate ourielves to ne- 
ceflity, and fill our pockets with ducats. We 
• ftuffed our breeches with them, and crammed 
them into every other part which we judged 
proper to conceal them. In Ihorr, we were 
heavy laden, though our cargo did not ap- 
pear; and this was owing to the addrefs of 
Ambrofc and Don Raphael, who, by their 
behaviour on this occafion, let me fte that 
there is nothing like a man being matter of ' 
his trade. 

After having done our buHnefs fo fuccels- 
fully, we came out of the clofet, and, for a 
realonthat the reader will eafily guefs, mafter 
Inquifitor took out his padlock, and fixed it 
to the dooi with his own hand, then applying 
the feal, faid to Simon, " Mafter Samuel^ I 
forbid you, in the name of the holy inquifi- 
tion, to touch this padlock, as well as the 
feal, which you are bound to refpeft, fincc it 
is die true feal of the holy office. I will re ■ 
turn at the fame hour to-morrow, in order to 
take it off, and bring further orders for you." 
So laying he made hicn open- the ftreet door, 
througU 



ovGooi^lc 



a54 ADVENTURES OP 

through which we joyfully pafled, one after 
anotiier. When we had gone about fifty yards, 
we began to walk with luch Ipeed and nimbk- 
ncls, that we fcarcc touched the ground, not- 
withftanding the burdens which we carried. 
"We foon got out of town, and, remounting 
our horfts, pulhed towards Segorba, giving 
thanks to the god Mercury for fuch an happy 
event. 

CHAP. II. 

''■ The refoktion which Don Alfhonfo and Gil Bias 
formed after this adventure. 

WE travelled all night, according to our 
ordinary cuftom, and found ourlelves 
at break of day near a little village two leagues 
from Sct;orba. As we were all fatigued, we 
willingly quilted the highway, to get among 
fome willows, which we perceived at the bot- 
tom of a little hill, ten or twelve hundred 
paces from the village, in which we did not 
think proper to ftop. We found that the 
willows yielded an ^reeable ihade, being wa- 
tered by a fmall rivulet i and the place fuit- 
ing our tafte, we refolved to fpend the day in 
it. Alighting, therefore, we unbridled our 
horfes to let them feed, and lay down upon 
the grafs, where we took a little repofe. We 
then empjied our knapfack and leathern boi- 
tie, and having made a plentiful breakfaft, 
counted 9II the money which we had taken 
from 
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from Samuel Simon, and which amounted ta 
three thoufand ducacs j fo that, with this fum, 
and what we had before, we might have 
boafted of having a prcl;ty good ftock. 

As it was neceffary for fome of us to go 
and buy provifion, Ambrofc and Don Ra- 
phael, having quitted tlieir drefs of inquifitor 
and fecretary, laid that they would take that 
charge upoh themfelves : that the adventure 
at Xelva had only whetted their appetite ; that 
they longed to be at Segorba, to fee if fome 
occaiion vvould not offer of ftriking a new 
ftroke — " You have nothing to do (added 
the fon of Lucinda) but wait for us under 
thefe willows; v-e will not tarry, but rejoin 
you in a very Ihort time." — "- Signor D?n 
Raphael (cried I, laughing) bid us rather 
wait for you till doomfday ; if yo'ti leave us 
"how, I believe we need aot expedt to fce you 
fooner." — " We ;ire affronted by your fuf- 
plcion (replied Signor Ambrofe) but we de- 
ferve it at your hands 1 your diftruft is ex- 
cuiable, after what we did at Valladolid; and 
we cannot blame you for thinking that we 
will make no more fcruple of forfaklng you 
than of abandoning our comrades in that city ; 
but, however, you are mistaken: the confe- 
derates, from whofe company we withdrew, 
wereperfonsof very bad character, and their 
fociety began to grow infupportable. We 
muft do judice to .people of our profelTion, 
by affirming that there are no alibciates in 
civil 
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civil life lefs divided by intcrcft than they: 
but when there is not a» conformity of incli^- 
Hations among them, their good underftand- 
ing may be broke, as well as that of the reft 
of mankinc. Wherefore, Signer Gil Bias, 
(added Limela) we beg that you and Don 
Alphonfo will have a little more confidence 
in us ; and let not the defire of Don Raphael 
and me to go to Segorba, give you the leatt 
uneafinefs," 

" It is an eafy matter (faid the fon of Lu- 
cinda) to rid them of all caufe of anxiety: 
let them remain mafters of the cafti, and then. 
they will have in their own hands, good fc- 
curity for our return. You fee, Signor Gil 
Bias (added he) that we come to the point at 
.once. You (hall have pledges in your, hands, 
and I can affure you, that Ambrofe and I will 
fet out without the leaft apprehenfion of youh 
giving us the flip. After fuch a certain mark, 
of our fidelity, won't you truft entirely to our 
promifc?" — " Yes, gentlemen (fiwd I) and 
you may now do what you picaie." They 
departed immediately with the leathern bot- 
tle and knapfack, leaving me under the wil- 
lows with Don Alphonfo, who, after th^ 
were gone, faid to me, " Signor Gil Bias, I 
muft difclofe my fentiments to you. I up- 
braid myfell with, having had the complaifancc 
to come fo far with two (harpers : you cannot 
ima^ne how often I have repented of this my 
candud. Ydierday-, while. I took care of the 
hories^ 
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horfes, I made a thourand mortifying reflec- 
tions : I confidered, that it ill became a young 
man, who has principles of honour, to live 
■with fuch wicked wretches as Don Raphael 
and Lamela: that if unluckily, one day, 
■which may not be far off, a trick Ihould mif- 
■ carry, by which we Ihall fall into the hands 
of juftice, I fhall be IhamefuUy punJflied with 
them as a thief, and undergo the moft infa- 
mous chaftifement. Thefe images inceflantly 
occur to my fancy } and I own I have refolv- 
ed,thatl may no longer be an accomplice 
of their mifdemei:nors, to feparate from them 
for ever. I don't believe (continued he) that 
you win difapprove of my defign." — " No, 
I'll afllire you (anfwered I) though you have 
fccn me aft the part of an alguazil, in the 
comedy of Samuel Simon, don't imagine that 
thefe forts of pieces are to my tafte. I take 
heaven to witnefs, that while 1 played fuch a 
fine part, I faid within myfclf. In faith, Mr. 
Gil Bias, if juftice Ihould now come and feizc 
you by the collar, you would richly deferve 
the falary which (he would beftow. I feel 
myfclf, therefore, no more difpofcd than you, 
Signor Don Alphonfo, to remain longer in 
' fuch good company : and if you will give mc 
leave, 1 will accompany you. When the 
gentlemen return, we will demand our Ihare 
of the finances, and to-morrow morning or 
this very night, bid them an eternal adieu." 

The 
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The beautiful Seraphina's lover approved 
of my propofal: " Let us (faid he) get into 
Valencia, and embark for Italy, where we 
may engage in the Venetian fervice. Is it 
not better to carry arms, than lead this bale 
guilty life ? we fhall even be in a condition to 
make a pretty good figure with the money 
■which we have : not that I can ufe fuch ill- 
gotten wealth without remorie ; but, befides 
that I am compelled by neceffity, if ever I ^ 
make the Icaft fonune in war, I iwear that I 
.will indemnify Samuel Simon." I affured Don 
Alphonfo, that I entertained the fame fenti- 
ments, sind, in Ihort, we rcfotved to leave our 
comrades next morning before day. Wc had 
not the leaft temptation to profit by their ab- 
ience, that Is, to decamp immediately with 
the caih : the confidence they had (hown, in 
leaving us tHafters of the money, did not per- 
mit m to harbour fuch a thougnt. 

Ambrofe and Dpn Raphael returned from 
S^orba in the evening; and the firft thing 
they told us was, that their journey had been 
pn>fperou3i that they had laid the foundation 
of a fb^tagem, which in all likelihood, would 
be more advantageous than the laft. Accord- 
ingly, the fon of Lucinda was going to in- 
form us of the particulars, when Don Al- 
phonfo declared his refolution to leave them} 
and let them know that I had the fame inten- 
tion. They ulcd all their endeavours, in 
vain, to engage us to accompany them in 
their 
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their' expeditions 1 for we took leave of them 
next day, after fc.iving made an equal parti- 
tion of the money, and proceeded on our way 
to Valencia. 

CHAP. HI. 

Jfter iwhat difagreeabk incident Den Alphonfo 
found his wijbes fulfilled \ and k/ what adven- 
ture Gil Bias of a fuddeny faw bivtfelf in a 
hap0 Jituation. 

WE puflied forward chearfuUy as fax 
as Brunol, where unfortunately being 
obliged to halt, Don Alphonfo fell fick of a 
■ high fever, with violent parixyfms, which 
made me afraid of his life. Luckily there 
. was no phyfician in the place, and I was quit 
. for my fear: he was out of danger at the end 
of three days, and my care helped to re-efta- 
blifli his heakh. He fliowed himfeif very fen- 
fible of what I had done for him; and as we 
fdt a reciprocal kindnefs for one another, we 
fwore an eternal fricndlhip. 

We betook ourfelves again to the road, ftill 
refolved, when we (hould arrive at Valencia, 
to take thefiift'opportunity of a paffage into 
Italy. But heaven difpofed of us otherwife. 
Seeing a number of peafants of both fexes, 
dancing in a circle, and n.aking merry be- 
fore the gate of a fine caftle, we approachea 
to behold their mirth'; and Don Alphonfo 
expeftcd nothing Icfs than the furprife with 
which 
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which he was feizcd all of a fudden. He 
perceived the Baron de Steinbach, who no i 
I'ooner knew him again, than he ran to him 
with open arms, faying in a tranfport of joy, I 
*' Ah, Don Alphonfo! is it you ! what an 
agreeable rencoXinter is this ! vrfiilc enquiry is i 
made after you all over the kindom, chance 
prefents you to my view." 
■ My companion, alighting immediately, ran 
and embraced the Baron, whofe joy fecmed 
immoderate. " Come, my fon (faid the good 
old man to him) you will now know who you 
are, and enjoy the moft perfect happinefs." 
So laying, he carried him into the caftle, which 
I likewife entered along with them : for while 
they embraced one another, I had al^htcd 
and tied our horfes to a tree. The tnafter of 
the caftle was the firft peifon whom we met. 
He was a man of about fifty years of age, 
and a very engaging afpcft: Signor (faid 
the Baron de Steinbach, prelenting Don Al- 
phonfo to him) behold your fon.- — '* At thefe 
words, Don C;efar de Lcyva (fo was the maf- 
ter of the caftle called) threw his arms about 
Don Alphonfo's neck, and weeping with joy, 
■*' My dear fon (faid he) you lee m me :he 
author of your being : If I have let you re- 
main fo long in ignorance of your birth, be- 
lieve me,' I did in that a cruel violence to my- 
Iclf : I have a thoufand times fighed with foi- 
row i but I could do no otherwife. I married 
your mother through inclination, though fhe 
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■was of a birth inferior to mine ; and lived un- . 
der the authority of a harlh father, who re- 
duced me to the neceffity of keepirt^ fecret a 
marriage contrafted without his conient. The 
Baron de Steinbach alone was in my confi- 
dence, and it was in concert with me that he 
brought you up. In fliort, my father is no 
more, and I am now at liberty to declare you 
my foie heir. This is not all (added he) yoq 
ihall be married to a young lady, whofe no- 
bility equals mine." — " Signer (cried Don 
Alphonfo, interrupting himj don't make me 
pay too dear for the happinefs which you be- 
ftow. Cannot I know that I have the ho- 
nour of being your fon, without learning, at 
the fame time, that you want to make me un- 
happy ? Ah, fir ! be' not more crufil than your 
own father, who though he did not approve 
of your paifion, was not fo fevere as to force 
you to marry." — Son (replied Don Cseikr) 
I don't intend to tyrannize over your affec- 
tions : but be io complaifant as to fee the lady 
whom I deftine for your bed i that is all I 
exadt of your obedience. Though Ihe is a 
charming creature, and a very advant^eous 
match for you, I promife not to conllrain you 
to make her your wife. She is now in the 
caftle; follow me, and you will own that 
there never was a more amiable obje£t." So 
faying, he condufted Don Alphonfo into an 
apartment, whither I attended them, Tvith the 
Baron de Steinbach. 

There 
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There was t^ Count de Polan, with his 
two daughters, Seraphina and Julia, and Don 
Ferdinand, his fon-in-law, who was nephew 
to Don Csfar ; there were other ladies and gen- 
tlemen prefent alfo. Don Ferdinand (as was 
already obferved) had carried off Julia i and 
it was on occalion of the marriage of theie 
two lovers, that the peafants of the neigh- 
bourhood were affcmblcd tomakem«Ty. As 
foon as Don Alphonfo appeared, and his fiithcr 
had prefented him to the company, the Count 
de Polan got up, and running to embrace 
him, laid, " Welcome, my deliverer! Don 
Alphonfo {added he) obfcrve the power that 
virtue has on generous minds : if you killed 
my fon, you nave alfo faved my life. I fa- 
crifice my refentment to you, and give you 
that Scraphina, whofe honour you have pre- 

' fervcd. In this manner I acquit myfelf of 
my obligation." The fon of Don Casfar did 
not fail to teftify to the Count de Polan, how 

" much he was affefted with his gencrofity ; and 
I don't know whether he felt more joy in dif- 
coveringhis birth, or in learning that he was 
to be Seraphina's hulband. In cffeft, that 
marriage was celebrated in a-few days after, 
to the infinite fatisfaftion of the parties con- 
cerned. 

As I was alfo one of the Count's deliverers, 

that nobleman^ who knew mc again, aflured 

mc, he w Aild take upon himfelf the care of 

making my fortune ; but I thanked him for 

his 



(, Google 



GIL B L A S. 263. 

his generofity, and would not leave Don Al- 
phonfo, who made me fteward of his houfe, 
and honoured me with his confidence. Scarce 
was he married, when the trick which had 
been played upon Samuel Simon lying on his 
confcience, he fent me to the merchant with 
all the money which had been ftolen from Jiim. 
I went accordingly to make reftitution, and 
began the bufinels of a fteward, by doing 
that which ought to be the end of it. 



The End of the Second Voutme; 
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